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THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  THE  SPANISH  LANGUAGE 
By  J.  D.  M.  Ford 

KAMON  MENENDKZ  PI  DAL.  El  Idioma  Espanol  en  sus 
Primeros  Tiempos.  Madrid.  Editorial  Voluntad,  S.  A.  1927. 

CoIecci6n  de  Manuales  Hispania,  Vol.  II,  Series  B.  5 
pesetas. 

I'lie  erudition  and  the  powers  of  reflection  of  the  master  of 
Spanish  philology  arc  admirably  represented  by  this  little  man- 
lal,  which  can  do  duty  as  an  introduction  to  his  remarkable 
“Origenes  del  Espanol.”  In  recent  years  Menendez  Pidal  has 
'•>ten  dwelling  constantly  on  the  importance  of  carrying  linguistic 
research  back  into  the  earliest  periods  of  the  evolution  of  Span¬ 
ish  from  Vulgar  Latin.  The  present  work  contains  an  account 
of  the  main  facts  thus  far  discovered  in  this  connection  and  reg¬ 
isters  the  deductions  which,  with  his  scholarly  control  of  the 
issues,  he  is  so  well  fitted  to  make,  and  has,  indeed,  given  al¬ 
ready  in  the  “Origenes.”  Included  in  the  volume  before  us  are 
'ome  useful  dialect  maps.  No  doubt  a  new  edition  will  have 
a  more  detailed  Table  of  Contents  than  the  present  Indices  and 
also  the  bibliographical  items  which  we  certainly  miss  here. 

The  plan  adopted  by  M.  P.  is  this.  He  considers  first  of  all 
'uch  leading  sources  of  information  as  diplomas,  the  glosses  of 
the  Monastery  of  San  Millan  (“Glosas  Emilianenses;”  middle  oi 
the  lOth  century),  of  which  the  manuscript  is  now  in  the  library 
of  the  Academia  de  la  Historia.  and  the  glosses  of  the  Monastery 
of  Silos  (“Glosas  Silenses”),  of  which  the  MS.  is  in  the  British 
Museum  and  has  already  been  analyzed  by  Priebsch  in  the 
‘‘Zeitschrift  fur  romanische  Philologie”  XIX.  It  should  be  men¬ 
tioned  that  M.  P.  now  regards  the  glosses  of  Silos  as  belonging 
to  the  second  half  of  the  10th  century  rather  than  the  11th,  as 
Priebsch  supposed;  see  the  “Origenes,”  pp.  10.  ff.  In  a  second 
chapter  M.  P.  is  concerned  with  the  different  linguistic  regions 
ot  the  peninsula,  and  he  investigates  data  showing  conditions  in 
the  Mozarabic  district,  in  the  old  realm  of  .Asturias  and  Leon, 
in  the  Navarro-Aragonese  territory,  and  in  the  county  and  king¬ 
dom  of  Castile.  \’ery  worthy  of  note  here  is  the  recapitula¬ 
tion  of  facts  demonstrating  the  wide  use  of  that  Vulgar  Latin 
which  was  becoming  Spanish  and  Portugese  among  the  Mozarabs 
and  even  the  Moslems  themselves,  during  the  earliest  centuries 
ot  Arabic  and  Moorish  domination  and  down  to  the  date  of  the 
death  of  the  Cid,  when  the  expatriation  of  the  .Mozarabs  be- 
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(?an  to  he  practiced  on  a  Jarfjc  scale.  Tiie  constant  preponder¬ 
ance  of  the  Romance  speech  in  Aragon  is  incontestable.  In 
the  third  chapter  particular  attention  is  accorded  to  geographical 
and  chronological  matters.  Ortain  phonological  and  morpho¬ 
logical  phenomena  are  treated  as  indicative  of  regional  dialects; 
among  them  are  the  evolution  of  initial  “f,”  of  palatalized  “1,” 
of  palatalized  "t:”  the  breaking  or  the  retention  of  stressed  open 
“e”  and  “o;”  the  analogical  3d  pi.  preterite  indicativ*'  ending  in 
"oron,”  “ioron."  etc.  In  the  very  interesting  fourth  chafiter. 
M.  P  seeks,  on  the  basis  of  the  chronological  criteria  at  which 
he  has  arrived  in  the  preceding  cha]>ters,  to  characterize  the 
leading  epochs  which  may  he  determined  for  the  evolution  of 
Spanish  on  its  way  to  become  a  literary  medium.  These  epochs 
are:  (1)  the  Visigothic,  414-711;  (2)  the  Asturiano-Mozarabic. 
711-920;  (3)  the  Leonese  ascendancy,  920-1067;  (4)  the  period  of 
struggle  for  Castilian  ascendancy,  1067-1140.  In  his  final  chapter 
the  author  furnishes  us  with  conclusions  respecting  such  ques¬ 
tions  as  archaisms,  learned  influence,  the  very  long  duration 
of  a  phonetic  change  and  stability  in  speech. 

VVe  are  grateful  for  the  survey  and  the  critical  estimate 
which  Menendez  Pidal  has  given  us  in  his  manual  His  judg¬ 
ment  commands  the  highest  respect  here  as  in  all  his  learned 
•works.  Of  course  he  makes  some  points  which  we  may  regard 
as  moot  issues,  and  they  had  best  be  discussed  in  the  light  of 
the  fuller  account  found  in  the  “Origenes.”  It  is  not  wholly 
correct  to  say  (p.  49)  that  “Los  mozarabes  usaban  t  en  vez  de  la 
cb  peculiar  del  castellano,”  if  for  noche  the  Mozarabs  said 
nohte.  The  h  must  represent  a  i>alatal  fricative  developed  from 
the  Latin  c  (k)  so  that  the  Mozarabs  really  said  xt  for  ct.  In 
the  evidence  sithmitted  on  page  98  one  must  allow  for  purely 
imitative  and  conventional  tendencies.  In  their  *  pronunciation  of 
Latin  (and  especially  legal  Latin)  the  Leonese  gave  the  symbols 
the  value  that  those  symbols  had  acquired  in  Romance,  irre¬ 
spective  of  the  fact  that  they  cmtld  have  had  no  such  value  in 
Latin  itself;  cf  the  absurd  i>rommciation  of  Latin  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Englanfi  until  lately.  But  this  is  tiot  the  jilace  to  con¬ 
sider  these  anil  other  conditions  on  which  we  may  differ  from 
VI.  P.;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  are  of  minor  importance.  In 
conclusion  we  advert  to  the  author's  suggestion  (page  109)  of 
possible  Oscan  and  Umbrian  peculiarities  in  the  Spanish  of  the 
-Navarro- Aragonese  region 
Harvard  University. 
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A  PATRIOTIC  NOVELIST 

By  Ernst  Rose 

WILHELM  KOTZDE, 

Frau  Harke.  Der  Roman  einer  Landschaft.  4  Aufl.  1926 
(5  marks). 

Die  Wittenbergisch  Nachtigall.  Eine  Dichtung.  5.  Aufl. 
1924.  (6  marks). 

Die  Burg  im  Osten.  Das  Schicksal  einer  Ritterschaft.  2 
.\ufl.  1926.  (10  marks). 

All  three  novels  published  hv  J.  F.  Steinkopf.  Verlag  in 
Stuttgart. 

RUDOLF  STAHLECKER,  Von  Vater  Kotzdes  Leben  und 
Schaffen.  Tuebingen.  Kanzlei  der  Adler  und  Falken 
1924.  20  pfennigs. 

In  1899,  Wilhelm  Kotzde  entered  upon  the  career  of  a 
Berlin  teacher.  Although,  in  1907,  he  withdrew  from  the  pro 
fession,  yet  in  his  heart  he  remained  a  pedagogue,  and  his 
novels  should  be  considered  primarily  as  civic  lessons.  To  be 
sure,  Kotzde  at  times  employs  true  art  in  conveying  his  mes¬ 
sage,  and  his  avoidance  of  too  obvious  drilling  reveals  the  ex¬ 
pert.  Yet  his  first  objective  is  to  educate  national-minded 
youths. 

In  “Frau  Harke,”  this  Praeceptor  Germaniae  pours  iortb 
his  love  for  his  home-province;  from  a  literary  point  of  view 
this  novel  is  the  most  satisfactory  one  of  the  three  presented 
■‘Frau  Harke”  endeavors  to  portray  the  struggles  of  a  whole 
province  against  the  repressive  efforts  of  modern  industrialism, 
ri  e  real  hero  of  this  tale  is  the  Havel  River,  with  its  numer¬ 
ous  fishing-grounds  and  its  countless  bird’s  nests;  in  describing 
the  various  moods  of  the  scenery  of  the  Havel,  Kotzde  often 
achieves  the  intimacy  of  a  delicate  dream.  And  now  behold 
this  stretch  of  homeland  losing  the  very  soul  of  its  charm  by 
regulative  measures  favoring  a  larger  water-traffic!  Behold  the 
whole  fishing-trade  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  industrial  effi¬ 
ciency!  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Kotzde  found  the  right 
color-shades  to  depict  the  ensuing  misery. 

Still,  it  becomes  apparent  that  he  is  less  fortunate  in  de¬ 
scribing  human  or  even  animal  nature.  The  writer  often  fails 
to  evoke  a  clear  picture  of  the  birds  and  plants,  since  he  con¬ 
tents  himself  with  calling  them  by  their  dialectic  names.  And 
:i  place  of  an  impressive  characterisation  of  human  beings,  too. 
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iIhtc  frc(iucntl\  'daiuls  nothing  hut  an  empty  name,  especial''. 
Alien  mere  servants  are  concerned. 

So  it  is  not  surprising  when  “Die  Wittenhergisch  Nachtigall.' 
the  second  of  the  novels,  proves  a  failure.  Tliis  canvas  of  the 
Heformation  contains  too  many  actors.  Among  them,  the  idyl- 
uc  souls  fare  best.  'I'he  others  often  lack  definite  shapes 
Kotzde’s  Luther  is  too  poetic  and  betrays  little  of  the  dynamic 
rorre  and  the  demoniac  defiance  of  the  historic  character;  these 
traits  should  he  iinjiressed  upon  us  by  other  means  than  by 
lengthy  quotations  from  forgotten  speeches.  In  minimizing: 
Luther’s  religious  significance  and  trying  to  characterize  him 
chiefly  as  a  patriot,  Kozde  hardly  does  justice  to  his  hero.  With 
several  other  themes  overlapping  the  main  theme,  the  great 
Reformer  d(K‘^  not  even  hold  his  own  as  a  central  figure,  and 
the  diligent  eitorts  of  the  writer  are  furthermore  thwarted  by 
his  devotion  to  toi>  many  minor  details. 

"I'he  third  novel.  “Die  Burg  im  Osten,"  is  so  far  the  latest 
of  Kotzde’s  work-  He  certainly  set  himself  an  enormous  task 
It:  trying  to  evoke  the  whole  history  of  the  Teutonic  Order,  at 
least  in  its  declining  pha...e.  Vet  here  a  unifying  symbol  e.x'isted 
in  the  commander-  <if  the  order  and  in  their  castle  “Marienburg;" 
the  |)lay  and  counterjilay  of  their  cami)aign  against  Lithuania 
and  Poland  tnrni-hed  a  clear  and  -imple  theme.  Likewise,  the 
chracters  were  of  a  more  outspoken  type  and  lent  themselves 
more  readily  ;<■  -ketching  in  light  and  shade.  .\nd  when  Kotzde 
in  his  foreworil.  asserts  that  a  country  should  belong  to  those 
who  gave  it  the  highest  form  of  civilization,  this  demand  may 
well  enough  serve  as  an  ultimate  justification  of  the  politics  of 
the  “Deutsche  <  )rden,’’  whatever  be  the  real  merits  of  Kotzde'- 
.-assertion. 

Novels  like  “Die  Burg  im  Osten"  belong  to  the  best  work- 
reirresentative  of  the  national-minded  wing  of  modern  Germai- 
literature.  Yet  their  very  aims  oblige  these  patriotic  writers  to 
educate  the  nation  first  before  they  can  give  to  it  lasting  model - 
of  art.  And  Herr  Kotzde,  like  the  others,  is  more  ])edagogtie 
than  poet. 

New  York  L'n:ver-ity. 
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THE  GRAND  MONARCH’S  GRAND  PALACES 

By  Ralph  Adams  (  ram 

Ol'lS  H AL"I'ECOEUR.  Le  Louvre  et  Les  Tuilerics  de  Louis 
XIV.  Paris  et  Bruxelles,  Librairie  National  d’Art  et  d’His- 
toire.  Cm.  Van  Oest,  Kditeur,  1927. 

A  very  fine  erudite  work,  covering  the  whole,  and  hitherto 
rather  dim,  period  of  Louis  XIV  in  its  relation  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  these  great  palaces  Apart  from  its  historical  an(l 
archaeological  value,  tlie  hook  )s  written  in  a  very  charming 
^'.yIe  and  is  mil  of  human  and  personal  elements  that  make  it 
'omething  t>i  a  r(>mance  a*  well  as  a  contribution  to  architec¬ 
tural  history. 

.'\s  these  va>t  building-  now  appear,  they  are  the  work  of 
several  centuries  and  many  hands.  Beginning  with  the  Old 
I  oiivre  to  the  liast  and  the  later  I'uileries  to  the  West,  with 
-  leets  and  slums  and  industrial  works  in  between,  they  grad- 
illy  grew  logetlier,  casually  and  not  in  accord  with  any  one  of 
ti'e  many  fixed  schemes  [rroposed  from  time  to  time.  It  is  all 
the  better  for  tlii-  In  spite  of  its  magnitude  and  majesty  this 
vast  Royal  Palace  has  charm  and  picturequeness.  Nothing  has 
harmed  it,  not  even  the  augmentations  by  Napoleon  III  or  the 
destruction  of  the  Tuileries  by  the  crazy  Commune  in  the  XIXth 
century.  It  remains,  in  spite  of  its  democratization,  i^s  silly 
statues  and  automobile  thoroughfares  and  inept  gardening,  the 
finest  Royal  residence  in  the  world. 

When,  in  1952  the  young  King  Louis  came  l)ack  to  Paris 
.cud  took  up  residence  with  his  Court  in  the  casual  assemblage 
of  parts  that  then  constituted  the  Louvre,  part  palace,  part  me¬ 
diaeval  chateau,  he  at  once  began  the  work  of  enrichment  and 
e.xtension.  Whetlier  one  likes  the  sumptuous  and  florid  style 
>.  his  reign  or  not,  it  is  certainly  faultless  in  one  essential  re- 
-pect.  for  it  |H*rfectly  e.\|)resses  the  culture  of  the  time.  One 
vould  have  nothing  that  lie  did,  particularly  the  (lalerie  d’Apol- 
lon  and  the  Perrault  colonnade,  other  than  they  are 

The  illustrations  throughout,  reproductions  of  old  maps, 
plans  and  engravings,  are  particularly  valuable  and  give  a  most 
adequate  idea  of  the  growth  of  the  Palace  through  its  various 
-tages.  One  of  the  most  illuminating  demonstrations  is  of  the 
comparative  conditions  of  French  and  Italian  architecture  in 
the  XVIIth  century  as  these  appear  through  the  various  designs 
for  the  new  east  facade  of  the  Louvre.  At  this  time,  inex¬ 
plicably  enough,  there  was  great  admiration  in  France  for  the 
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irchitects  »>i  Italy,  and  schciiu's  wtre  itl)tamed  from  some  of 
tliem  and  placed  in  a  sort  of  competition  with  those  of  French 
architects.  Mercifully  none  was  adopted.  The  projects  of  the 
Italians  were  awful  to  a  decree,  particularly  those  of  Bernini, 
and  make  the  designs  of  Mansart,  LeBrun  and  Perrault  seem  by 
contrast  even  finer  than  they  are,  which,  so  far  at  least  as  the 
last  is  concerned,  is  saying  a  good  deal.  His  scheme  was 
finally  adopted  and  his  great  colonnade  remains  a  masterpiece 
of  dignity  and  grave  distinction. 

His  project  for  the  connection  of  the  Louvre  and  Tuilenes 
is  over-elaborate  and  far  less  good.  Fortunately  it  was  not  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  the  natural  growth  under  the  Kingdom  and  the 
Empire  was  allowed  to  take  its  course,  with  the  noble  results 
we  see  today,  though  under  a  Republican  cloud  that  sadly  dims 
their  majesty. 

Boston. 


THIS  AND  THAT 

THE  EXCELLENT  “HISTORY  OF  FRENCH  LITER¬ 
ATURE”  by  Nitzc  and  Dargan  (New  York,  Henry  Holt)  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  revised  edition,  largely  rewritten,  and  brought  down, 
in  the  case  of  many  authors,  to  the  year  1925.  The  bibliography 
has  also  been  worked  over  and  brought  to  date.  The  book  is 
thus  a  useful  guide  to  contemporary  letters  as  well  as  for  the 
older  periods. 

LONGMANS,  GREEN  AND  COMPANY  of  New  York 
are  offering  in  English  the  continuation  of  “The  Three  Musket¬ 
eers”  due  to  the  sprightly  pens  of  Paul  Feval  fils  and  M.  Lassez 

PROFESSOR  ALFRED  COESTER’S  excellent  “Literary 
History  of  Spanish  America”  (New  York,  Macmillan),  has  just 
gone  into  an  enlarged  and  partially  rewritten  second  edition. 

OUR  COLLABORATOR  ERNST  ROSE  is  the  joint 
author  of  “Purin-Rose,  Deutsche  Kulturkunde”  (Richmond.  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Johnson  Publishing  Company). 

OUR  COLLABORATOR  G.-  L.  van  Roosbroeck  publishes 
“The  Legend  of  the  Decadents”  with  the  Institut  des  Etudes 
Frangaises,  Columbia  University,  New  York  City. 


BOOKS  IN  FRENCH 

MAURICE  DE  FLEUR Y  Le  Medecin-  Paris.  IJbraine  Hachette 

1927 

Maurice  de  Fleury  j^ives  a  l)road  picture  of  the  >cope  of 
medicine,  of  its  work  in  behalf  of  lunnanity,  the  >j:reat  variability 
of  its  usefulness,  and  the  place  of  the  medical  man  in  history 
and  in  literature  He  discusses  the  purpose  of  Learned  Socie¬ 
ties  and  of  the  .Xcademy  of  .Medicine,  ^ives  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  character  of  French  Societies,  and  makes  comparisons 
with  similar  institutions  in  Germany. 

In  speaking  of  the  faculty  of  the  School  of  Medicine  of 
the  University  of  Paris  especial  notice  is  given  to  its  size,  fa¬ 
cilities  at  its  disposal  including  treasures  of  art,  library  and  hos¬ 
pitals.  He  lays  great  stress  upon  the  hospital  as  the  center  of 
medical  life,  as  the  gathering  place  of  the  great  men  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  for  th<  purpose  of  study  and  the  dissemination  of  know¬ 
ledge. 

Women  ar«  ctuisidered  in  their  various  relationships  to  the 
doctor;  as  his  wife,  nurse,  colleague,  or  as  a  companion  in  love 
and  moral  laxitude  He  advises  that  for  a  doctor  to  be  unwise 
in  his  conduct  with  his  women  clients  is  to  invite  his 
downfall  and  to  place  definite  limits  upon  the  extent  of  his  pro¬ 
fessional  career 

The  last  three  chapters  of  the  booklet  are  most  interesting 
In  these  he  deals  with  the  deportment  and  bearing  of  the  doctor, 
the  necessity  of  simplicity  in  complicated  matters  and  the  lasting 
value  of  sincerity.  In  his  chapter  on  atheism  among  doctors 
.ind  the  Death  of  the  Doctor  he  gives  most  of  the  space  to 
those  who  are  not  believers  and  speaks  rather  cynically  of,  "le 
doux  sauveur  ejui  nous  fut  enseigne.” 

Concerning  the  future  of  medicine  he  emphasises  the  in- 
ireasing  demand  for  scientifically  exact  observations  and  con¬ 
clusions.  He  pictures  the  Medicine  of  1950  as  one  in  which  all 
the  knowledge  and  the  discoveries  in  the  field  of  science  will  be 
more  fully  apiilied  in  ti  e  alleviation  of  human  suffering  and 
the  conservation  oi  human  life 

I  hiiversity  of  Oklahoma  Joseph  M  Thuringer 
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Annuaire  France-Am6rique  (1924-1925).  Paris  Comite  France 
Amerique.  Editions  G.  Cres. 

In  accordance  with  the  doubfe  aim  of  tlie  Comite  France 
Amerique — the  intellectual  and  economic  rapprochement  of  France 
ind  .-\merica — the  .Annuaire  under  review  is  divided  into  two 
main  parts.  The  first — due  to  the  competent  pen  of  M.  Firmiii 
Koz — is  a  description  of  various  regions  of  France  and  includes 
a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  cultured  foreigner  and  not  found 
in  the  usual  run  of  “guides.”  The  second  part  contains  a  class- 
•fied  directory  of  exporting  manufacturers  of  France.  The  vol¬ 
ume  includes  also  a  good  deal  of  miscellaneous  material  and  i' 
adorned  with  a  considerable  number  of  photographic  portrait's 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathan  Altshiller  Court 

PIERRE  BELLANGER  Critique  d’une  legislation  americaine  du 
Bridge  aux  Encheres.  Paris,  Radot.  1927.  12  francs. 

This  is  a  keen  and  largely  adverse  criticism  of  rules  and 
regulations  proposed  by  the  New  York  Whist  Club  for  auction 
bridge  players  of  the  world;  said  club  acting,  according  to  this 
writer,  like  Moses  descending  from  Sinai,  though  claiming  no 
interview  with  Jehovah. — Players  of  whist  will  find  the  book 
vivacious  and  readable. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Joseph  F.  Paxton 

DR.  VICTOR  PAUCHET.  Le  Chemin  du  Bonheur.  Paris.  Edi 
tions  J.  Oliven.  1927.  20  francs. 

Dr.  Pauchet’s  aim  has  been  to  correlate  and  vulgarize 

Coue’s  method  of  auto-suggestion  and  Paul  Nyssens’  principles 
of  human  culture.  The  keynote  of  the  book  is  self-reeducation 
as  the  secret  of  health,  success  and  happiness.  Self-reeducation 
IS  even  the  sub-title  of  the  work.  The  purpose  of  this  self-re¬ 
education  should  be  the  harmonious  development  of  the  physical 
constitution  and  the  moral  character,  resulting  in  a  perfect  mas¬ 
tery  of  one’s  seif  and  of  external  circumstance.  Whatever  truth 
and  enthusiasm  there  may  be  in  Dr.  Pauchet’s  statements,  the 
writer  sins  by  excess  and  reduces  the  whole  range  of  human 
life  and  experience  to  an  aggregation  of  purely  mechanistic 

phenomena,  which  can  be  controlled  at  one’s  will.  Moreover, 

from  the  standpoint  of  composition,  the  subject  is  drawn  out  and 
repetitions  are  too  numerous. 

.Marquette  University.  — J.  M.  Carrier? 

.ANNE  M.  BONN.AFOUS.  Propos  Familiers.  Paris.  Librairie 
Jean  Clar.  1926.  3  francs. 

Excellent  advice  in  the  form  of  talks  between  an  elderly 
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lady  and  young  women  on  all  sorts  of  problems,  domestic  and 
personal,  such  as  the  impropriety  of  chewing  gum  and  English 
words  for  the  French  girl,  the  mistake  of  not  writing  to  one’s 
friends,  the  importance  of  vitamines,  etc,  etc. 

(  olumbus,  Ohio.  — M.  M.  Nice 

KUGENE  JUNG.  L’Islam  et  I’Asie  devant  Timpirialisme.  Paris. 
Marpon  et  Cie.  1927.  15  francs. 

This  l)Ook,  written  by  a  former  Vice-Resident  in  Tonkin, 
luiw  the  director  of  “L’Orient  arabe"  in  Paris,  is  a  record  of 
protests  against  European  polity  in  the  Orient  since  May,  1926. 
l»ut  dealing  principally  with  Syria,  brought  down  to  the  date  of 
N’ov.  26,  1927.  M.  Jung  is  convinced  that  a  new  order  of  things 
must  be  substituted  promptly  for  the  old  imperialistic  methods 
i:i  dealing  with  backward  people  if  Euroi)e  is  to  escape  a  con¬ 
flagration  in  Asia.  He  protests  vigorously  against  the  notion 
that  France  is  called  upon  to  latinize  and  Christianize  such 
countries  as  Persia,  Egypt  and  Arabia.  It  seems  to  M.  Jung 
that  the  mandates  of  the  League  of  Nations  are  being  so  ad¬ 
ministered  that  Palestine  is  becoming  a  British  colony,  and  he 
feels  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  policy  by  France  in  Syria  and 
Lebanon  will  bring  discredit  upon  the  French  in  all  their  Moslem 
possessions.  Thwarting  the  wishes  of  the  Moslem  peoples  at 
the  present  time  would  unite  the  Arabic-speaking  countries  in  a 
determined  effort  of  self-preservation.  Twelve  appendices  per¬ 
mit  the  publication  of  treaties  and  related  state  documents. 
Stanford  University.  — Wm.  Leonard  Schwartz, 

GROM  ANN.  L’Economie  Nationale  de  I’U.  S.  S.  R.  Sa  crise 
et  son  relevement. 

X  KAUFMANN.  Organisation  du  commerce  exterieur  de  I’U.  S. 

S.  R.  Paris.  Editions  de  la  Representation  Commerciale  de 
I’U.  S.  S.  R.  en  France.  1927. 

By  inviting  Soviet  Russia  to  participate  in  the  International 
Economic  Conference  in  Geneva  the  organizers  of  this  confer¬ 
ence  have  accomplished  at  least  one  good  result:  we  have  now 
the  above  authoritative  statement  about  the  economic  life  of  the 
vast  country  upon  which  the  eyes  of  the  world,  whether  in  hope 
or  in  scorn,  are  persistently  turned.  The  layman  will  find  in 
these  publications  a  brief  history  of  the  industrial  development  of 
Russia  during  the  last  decade,  a  clear  explanation  of  the  so  often 
mentioned  government  monopoly  of  foreign  trade,  etc.  The 
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expert  ectmoinist  will  study  with  interest  the  appended  stati> 
tical  tables  and  the  famous  “control  figures.” 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathan  Altshiller  Court 

La  Femme  6mancip^e.  Paris.  Aux  Editions  Montaigne.  1926.  12 

francs. 

In  view  of  the  proportions  which  the  femini.st  movement 
has  assumed  in  the  United  States,  this  book  should  be  of  in¬ 
terest  to  tlu  American  reading  public.  The  fourth  volume  of 
a  series  of  ■‘eiu|uetes”  publislual  in  the  “Cahiers  contemporains.” 
It  contains  significant  statements  from  twelve  prominent  Euro¬ 
pean  and  Oriental  women  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  feminist 
movements.  Their  claims  are  very  moderate,  and  in  most 
cases  the  problem  is  simply  considered  one  of  economic  protec 
tion  for  the  minority  of  women  compelled  to  earn  a  living; 
feminine  emancipation  is  advocated  rather  as  a  “pis  aller”  made 
necessary  by  living  conditions  in  modern  society.  All  the  col¬ 
laborators  to  “La  Femme  emancipee”  are  agreed  that  it  does  not 
by  any  inean.s  imply  the  forsaking  of  the  joys  and  duties  con¬ 
nected  with  family  life  and  motherhood.  One  finds  repeatedly 
within  these  pages  the  affirmation  that  the  proclivities  of  the 
feminine  nature  cannot  he  satisfied  outside  the  circle  of  family- 
life  and  that,  accordingly,  extreme  forms  of  feminism  will  be 
alw-ays  shunned  by  the  average  woman. 

.Marquette  University.  — J  M.  Carriere 

.ALBERT  LONDRES,  Le  Chemin  de  Buenos  Aires.  Paris 
Albin  Michel.  1927.  12  francs. 

A  study  of  the  white  slave  trade  in  the  country  of  its  great¬ 
est  exploitation,  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  country  which 
furnishes  most  of  the  white  slaves.  The  book  is  scientific 
without  being  devoted  exclusively  to  statistics,  and  takes  con¬ 
siderable  account  of  the  human  motives  that  lead  to  the  degra¬ 
dation  of  the  French  girls.  The  author’s  conclusions  are  rather 
vague,  but  seem  to  be  principally  that  prostitution  is  a  necessary 
concomitant  of  society  as  at  present  organized  in  Argentina,  and 
that  i)overty  is  the  main  fact<ir  in  the  downfall  of  most  of  the 
victims. 

Oklahoma  City.  — Kenneth  C.  Kaufman 

ANDRE  TARDIEU.  Devant  I’Obstacle;  TAmerique  et  Nous. 

Paris.  Editions  Emile-Paul  Freres.  1927.  15  francs. 

The  author,  who  needs  no  introduction  to  the  American 
people,  believes  that  the  greatest  obstacle  to  permanent  friend¬ 
ship  between  France  and  America  is  ignorance,  the  kind  of 
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Ignorance  which  leads  well-meaning  hut  unthinking  officials  in 
both  countries  to  blindly  proclaim  lasting  amity  based  on  natur¬ 
al  ties  when  both  the  amity  and  the  ties  are  belied  by  history 
and  by  the  analysis  of  the  character  of  the  two  races.  Better, 
thinks  Tardieu.  to  educate  each  nation  to  an  understanding  of 
the  basic  antagonism  of  the  two  civilizations  in  order  that  the 
pitfalls  of  inisunderstanding  may  be  avoided.  With  this  end  in 
view,  he  analyzes  the  moral,  political  and  religious  differences 
which  separate  the  two  peoples;  the  sedentary  character  of 
French  life,  the  mobility  of  American  life,  the  differences  in  the 
conceptions  of  the  Frontier,  of  Nationality,  the  fact  of  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  political  liberty  by  the  French  by  long  conquest  and 
by  the  Americans  by  right  of  birth,  the  differences  in  the  nature 
of  the  political  parties,  in  religion,  in  the  part  of  religion  in  poli¬ 
tics.  etc.  In  more  than  a  century  of  relations,  only  twice  has 
there  been  full  cooperation  between  the  two  countries,  and  both 
times  it  was  dictated  by  community  of  interests,  and  not  by 
natural  friendship.  Tardieu  reviews  this  long  history  of  re¬ 
lations,  in  which  the  Lafayettes  and  the  Pershings  have  played 
but  little  part,  too  little  to  be  of  permanent  value  in  cementing 
lasting  friendship.  After  an  instructive  chapter  on  “Deux  mille 
ans  de  vie  frangaise,”  Tardieu  arrives  at  America's  part  in  the 
World  War.  Not  the  least  interesting  part  of  this  chapter  is 
the  penetrating  analysis  of  Woodrow  Wilson’s  political  psychol¬ 
ogy,  and  the  explanation  of  America’s  intervention  from  the 
.American  viewpoint.  After  cooperation  and  victory  came  dis¬ 
cord  and  the  parting  of  the  ways,  repeating  the  history  of  the 
days  following  the  first  Franco- American  cooperation.  The 
work  ends  as  it  begins,  with  a  plea  for  mutual  understanding. 
“Devant  TObstacle’’  is  better  than  a  book  of  history;  it  is  a 
inonnment  of  political  sagacity  and  a  work  wdiich  is  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  students  of  international  relations  and  of  all 
teachers  attempting  to  interpret  French  character,  history  and 
civilization  to  American  students. 

•Morgantown.  W.  Va.  — Sidney  L.  McGee. 

.ALEXANDRE  KOLOSOV.  Peuple,  6coutef  Traduction  de  M. 

Mir,  Preface  de  Panait  Istrati.  Paris.  Bureau  d’Editions  de 
Diffusion  et  de  Publicite.  3  francs. 

This  little  booklet  is  a  collection  of  narratives,  diaries,  etc., 
dealing  with  the  cruel  persecutions  suffered  by  communists  in 
various  European  countries.  “C’est  un  cri  d’horreur,  e’est  un 
appel  au  secours’’  says  Istrati  in  the  preface.  And  indeed  no  one 
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can  read  this  without  being  stirred  by  the  terrible  suttcrings 
these  young  peojjle  take  ui)on  themselves  for  the  sake  of  their 
ideal.  But  their  ideal — communism — triumphant  has  in  its  turn 
political  prisoners,  political  e.xecutions.  Poor  suffering  mankind' 
University  of  Oklahoma  .Nathan  .Altshiller  Court 

P.  ROLLANl).  Odessa.  Les  Mutins  de  la  Mer  Noire.  Pans 

Bureau  d’Editions  de  Diffusion  et  Publicite,  4.50  francs. 

Andre  Marty,  in  his  preface  to  this  propagandist  drama,  in 
sists  that  the  play's  merit  lies  in  the  first  act’s  faithful  portrayal 
of  the  turbulent  winter  of  1918-19  in  Odessa.  Probably  this 
act  is  very  valuable  especially  to  those  who  lived  through  some 
of  the  events  portrayed;  perhaps  it  is  good  communist  propa 
ganda.  But  to  the  general  reader  the  discussions  are  too  di¬ 
dactic.  The  other  acts  are  melodramatic  for  the  most  part  and 
too  obviously  biaseil.  There  are  some  touching  scenes  through 
out  the  play  and  some  tensely  dramatic  situations.  “Odessa" 
has  been  played,  and  it  must  have  stirred  the  audience.  The 
roles,  though  one-sided,  afford  good  opportunity  to  talented 
actors, 

Norman.  Oklahoma  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court 

(iENERAL  PASS.ACjA,  The  Calvary  of  Verdun.  Paris.  Charles 
I^vauzelles  and  Co.  1927.  Translated  by  Capt  J.  L.  E.  Cuny 

To  one  acquainted  with  General  Passaga’s  record  as  an  of 
ficer  and  esiiecially  his  services  to  his  country  in  the  offensive 
phase  of  the  French  operations  at  Verdun  this  book  will  come 
as  a  distinct  disappointment.  As  the  name  of  the  volume  indi¬ 
cates,  it  is  chiefly  an  appreciation  of  the  moral  (lualities  of  the 
poilu  as  exemplified  in  his  stubborn  defense  of  his  fatherland 
But  one  might  have  hoped  for  more  of  historical  value  from  one 
so  well  qualified  to  give  it.  In  this  regard  its  chief  merit  lies  in 
its  topographical  discussion  and  in  a  good  set  of  maps. 

The  book  is  not  without  inaccuracies;  even  figures  that 
should  not  have  been  difficult  to  obtain  are  not  accurately  given, 
but  apparently  through  stress  of  rapid  writing  rather  than  through 
design,  for  in  no  case  are  they  distorted  to  prove  a  point.  The 
volume  is  further  marred  by  an  execrable  translation  into 
English.  At  times  even  the  meaning  of  the  author  is  in  doubt, 
which  too,  would  seem  in  part  due  to  haste,  doubtless  in  order 
to  have  the  book  ready  for  distribution  at  the  time  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion  convention.  This  indeed  seems  to  be  the  raison 
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d’etre  of  the  work — to  bring  about  more  cordial  relations  with 
the  American  veterans 

University  of  Oklalioma,  K.  O.  T.  C.  — Captain  H.  M.  Findlay 

GENERAL  LEGRAND-GIRARDE.  I’Arriere  aux  Armees  sous 
Louis  XIII.  Nancy-Paris-Strasbourg.  Berger-Levrault.  1927. 

A  study  of  the  operations  of  the  Commissary  department  of 
the  French  armies  in  the  days  of  the  great  Purenne.  The 
(juartermaster’s  business  seems  to  have  been  a  comparatively 
simple  matter  in  those  times.  General  Legrand’s  principal 
sources,  besides  the  memoires  and  letters  of  Richelieu,  is  the 
correspondence  of  Crusy  de  Marcillac,  Bishop  of  Mende,  who 
was  “commissaire  des  vivres”  of  the  army  of  Lorraine  from 
1635  to  1638.  .Among  other  things,  this  book  is  a  reminder  of 
the  incomparable  executive  ability  of  Cardinal  Richelieu.  He 
kept  tab  on  everything  and  everybody,  from  the  King  to  all  the 
mess  sergants  of  the  army.  This  work  is  a  valuable  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  history  of  the  period. 

University  of  Illinois.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress 

Nouveau  Petit  Larousse  illustr6.  Dictionnaire  encyclopedique 

public  sous  la  direction  de  Claude  Auge.  Paris.  Librairie 
Larousse.  1928. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  overvalue  the  educational  labors  of 
Pierre  Larousse.  That  eager  blacksmith’s  son  who  absorbed 
information  as  a  sponge  absorbs  a  licjuid,  probably  discovered 
more  about  effective  methods  of  transmitting  knowledge  to  others 
than  any  other  man  of  his  century.  American  makers  of  foreign 
language  text-books  are  only  beginning  to  appreciate  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  Larousse  method  of  teaching  composition  as  ex¬ 
emplified  in  his  “Cours  de  style,”  and  the  dictionaries,  for  all 
the  lifting  of  the  eyebrows  at  them  on  the  part  of  exacting 
scholars,  have  been  a  boon  to  the  average  man.  The  complacent 
sentence  which  has  stood  in  the  preface  of  the  “Petit  Larousse” 
through  many  printings,  perhaps  since  the  first  edition,  “C’est 
a  la  fois  le  plus  complet,  le  mieux  informe  et  le  i)lus  attrayant 
des  dictionnaires  manuels,’’  is  perfectly  justified.  The  Spanish 
"Pequeno  Larousse”  has  broadened  the  usefulness  of  the  plan, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  firm  will  execute  in  time  a  “Little 
Larousse,”  a  “Kleines  Larousse,”  a  “Piccolo  Larousse”  and 
others. 

The  “Grand  Dictionnaire  universel”  was  the  first  real  en¬ 
cyclopedia  published  in  France,  and  has  plenty  of  faults,  though 
its  wealth  of  material  is  astonishingly  great.  Its  amiable  and 
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somewhat  random  verbosity  have  always  been  happily  absent 
from  the  little  dictionary,  and  comparison  of  recent  editions  of 
the  “Petit  Larousse”  shows  here  and  there  a  rewriting  evidently 
intended  to  conserve  space  and  present  the  information  in  a  clearer 
and  more  business-like  fashion.  This  1928  edition  appears  to  be 
merely  a  reprinting  of  the  one  issued  in  1926;  but  compared  with, 
say  the  1920  edition,  there  are  many  changes,  not  merely  en¬ 
largement,  bringing  down  to  date — that  is,  to  1926,  unfortunately 
not  to  1928 — -but  also  improvements  in  detail  such  as  the  oc¬ 
casional  happy  rephrasings  mentioned  above,  now  and  then 
some  rearrangement  of  material,  the  replacing  of  one  portrait 
of  Moli^re  by  another,  etc.  The  “Petit  Larousse”  has  always 
been  an  admirably  useful  little  reference  work,  and  it  is  con¬ 
stantly  improving. 

— R.  T.  H 

H  V.AN  DAELE  Phonetique  du  Fran?ais  Moderne.  Paris.  Li- 
brairie  Armand  Colin.  1927. 

A  treatment  of  “modern”  French  pronunciation,  “la  pronon- 
ciation  litteraire  qui  evite  avec  le  meme  soin  toute  singularity, 
la  pretention  sotte  autant  que  la  basse  triviality.”  The  work  is 
divided  into  two  parts:  Eiyments  Isoiys”  and  “Elements  Groupys.” 
In  Part  One,  the  technicalities  are  reduced  rather  hazardously  to 
a  minimum  but  the  explanations  are  clear  and  simple.  Some 
welcome  modifications  are  introduced  in  the  phonetic  alphabet 
Part  Two  limits  itself  to  an  extensive  treatment  of  liaison,  ex¬ 
cept  for  a  short  paragraph  on  phrase  accent. 

No  phonetic  texts  are  provided. 

— W.  A.  VV 

MATILA  C.  GHYKA  Esthytique  des  proportions  dans  la  nature 
et  dans  les  arts.  Paris.  Librairie  Gallimard.  1927. 

Mathematics  dominates  the  practical  art  of  the  engineer, 
and  on  the  other  hand  has  played  an  all  important  role  in  the 
history  of  philosophy.  The  book  under  review  undertakes  to 
show  that  our  esthetic  conceptions  are  based  on  mathematics, 
especially  on  geometry.  Backed  by  a  comprehensive  erudition 
in  art  as  well  as  in  science,  the  author  builds  up  a  very  har¬ 
monious  edifice,  full  of  most  interesting  rapprochements 
The  mathematics  involved  is  mostly  of  an  elementary  nature 
and  the  more  difficult  parts  are  given  in  footnotes,  so  that  they 
may  be  passed  over.  The  great  wealth  of  illustrations  adds  to 
the  attractiveness  of  the  book,  .^s  a  synthesis  of  science  and 
art,  it  will  appeal  to  any  cultured  reader,  no  matter  what  bis 
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special  interest  may  happen  to  be. 

The  book  belongs  to  the  collection  “La  pensee  contemporaine" 
edited  by  Lucien  Fabre. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathaii  Altshiller  Court 

(  HARI.LS  MARCKL-REYMOND,  La  Sculpture  Italienne. 

Paris  et  Bruxelles.  Librairie  Nationale  d’art  et  d’histoire. 

G.  Vanoest. 

A  book  wherein  the  author  has  brought  out  the  main  facts 
of  Italian  plastic  art  from  the  dawn  of  the  revival  of  learning 
through  the  so-called  re-birth  at  Florence,  Milan,  Venice  and 
other  northern  Italian  cities  into  the  great  period  that  culminates 
with  Michael  Angelo  at  Rome  in  1500  to  the  counter-reformation 
and  the  rococo,  with  an  epilogue  devoted  to  neoclassicism  and 
the  eighteenth  century.  A  book  wherein  the  author  mobilizes 
the  Sforzas,  the  Medicis,  the  Estes,  and  other  powerful  aristo¬ 
crats  that  rule  the  city  republic,  the  madonnas,  the  saints  and 
the  popes  of  the  Christian  world  and  later  the  old  gods  of 
Greece  that  again  walk  on  Italian  soil.  In  the  free  cities  of 
northern  Italy  of  the  quattrocento,  was  bottled  up  that  quick¬ 
silver  energ\-  that  was  destined  to  reshape  the  whole  world  and 
that  perhaps  can  best  be  understood  by  a  study  of  her  archi¬ 
tecture,  painting  and  sculpture;  to  such  a  study  this  book  might 
well  serve  as  an  introduction  It  is  brief,  to  the  point  and  well 
written. 

llniversity  of  Oklahoma.  — Oscar  B.  Jacobson 

GASTON  MIGEON.  Lcs  Arts  Musulmans.  Paris  et  Bruxelles. 

Librairie  Nationale  d’Art  et  d’Histoire.  G.  Van  Oest. 

The  tread  of  armies  pulsates  through  the  centuries.  Omar 
enters  Jerusalem  in  639.  Amru  occupies  Egypt  in  630.  Abd  al 
Malik  is  in  Damascus  in  691.  Sidi  Okba  conquers  Africa  in  the 
second  half  of  the  seventh  century  and  builds  Kairouan  in  670. 
Abd  el  Tarik  with  his  Berber  army  crosses  the  strait  that  now 
bears  his  name  and  Granada  is  founded.  The  Berbers  retake 
Egypt,  the  Osman  Turks  become  masters  in  Byzantium,  Persia 
rises  again  under  Abbassides  and  Ghazna  subdues  the  Pundjab; 
such  are  the  results  of  the  mighty  thunderbolt  for  good  and 
evil  let  loose  upon  the  world  by  the  prophet  Allah,  Mahomet — 
and  everywhere  they  build  Mosques  and  palaces  in  the  vernacular 
of  the  conquered  people.  The  industrial  arts  blossom  in  wondrous 
richness,  there  are  rugs  with  designs  of  flowers,  wood  carving 
for  furniture,  mosaic  and  tiles  for  houses  and  fountains,  vases 
and  utensils  of  copper  and  brass  and  arms  of  steel  inlaid  with  silver 
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and  Kold,  everything  carrying  a  design  based  upon  plant  forms 
highly  evolved  or  upon  geometry.  In  Persia  and  India  and  rarely 
in  Andalusia  figures  of  animal  life  withstand  the  Mohammedan 
decree  against  graven  images. 

Arab  art,  as  such,  did  not  exist.  What  is  called  Mussulman 
art  grew  locally  after  the  conquest  through  the  intimate  col¬ 
laboration  of  the  conquered  people  and  of  the  victor,  the  one 
bringing  their  technical  science  of  the  craft  and  the  other  the 
temperament.  Islam  allowed  the  converted  races  in  Egypt,  in 
Maghreb,  in  Spain,  in  Persia  and  India,  to  express  according 
to  their  nature,  the  new  enthusiasm  which  if  k-new  so  well  how 
to  communicate  to  them.  Mussulman  art  was  created  by  the 
conquered  people  in  their  own  language. 

The  author  has  tried  to  compress  into  forty-two  pages  of 
text  this  tremendous  manifestation  of  the  creative  energy  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Mohammedan  faith.  But  the  monograph  perhaps  in 
tended  for  the  layman  can  best  be  appreciated  if  the  reader 
acquainted  w'ith  much  Oriental  history  and  art. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Oscar  B.  Jacobson 

CLOTILDE  BRIERE-MISME  La  Peinture  Hollandaise.  Pari* 
et  Bruxelles.  Librairie  Nationale  d'Art  et  d’Histoire.  G. 

Vanoest. 

Madame  Briere-Misme  begins  her  study  with  a  brief  expose 
of  the  formation  of  the  Dutch  nation,  showing  what  conditions 
led  to  the  development  of  trading  cities  with  a  merchant-hour 
geois  population  whose  principal  virtues  were  sturdiness,  hon¬ 
esty,  and  democracy. 

She  shows  how  the  artist,  lacking  the  patronage  of  the 
church  that  had  been  defied  at  the  Reformation  and  of  the  non¬ 
existent  aristocracy,  remained  closer,  in  Holland  than  in  any 
other  contemporary  country  to  the  mass  of  the  people,  truly 
representing  the  national  spirit  and  national  character. 

From  this  we  are  led  to  understand  why  art  in  Holland 
developed  as  it  did,  why  there  was  no  historical  painting,  for 
instance,  why  on  the  contrary  portrait  painting  took  such  an 
important  place,  stressing  the  small  intimate  canvas  demanded 
by  the  burgeois  home  in  contrast  to  the  immense  compositions 
that  needed  the  background  of  a  palace. 

She  shows  how,  when  riches  had  accrued,  there  wa,"  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  ape  the  aristocratic  fashions  of  other  lands;  the  bour¬ 
geois  built  more  sumptuous  mansions  and  ordered  the  painter 
to  “do"  him  in  oil  in  the  grand  manner,  how  the  painter  tried 
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his  best,  how  tlie  bourgeois  posed  most  st>lemnly  and  how  the 
result  smells  of  the  parvenu,  for  the  painter  had  been  trained  for  so 
long  to  homely  observation  and  true,  sincere  rendering  that  he 
could  not  fail  in  his  task. 

But  this  is  not  all.  VVe  are  made  acquainted  with  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  landscape  and  genre  paintings;  the  evolution  of 
the  painter’s  technique  is  also  touched  upon  briefly  of  necessity 
in  this  monograph  of  54  pages,  yet  very  clearly  and  in  an  in¬ 
teresting  way.  for  the  author  has  a  pleasant,  easy  style.  As  in 
the  rest  of  the  series  the  illustrations  are  all  that  one  could  wish. 
Norman.  Oklahoma.  — Mrs.  Oscar  B.  Jacobson 

JEA.N'  PRKVOSr.  La  Vie  de  Montaigne.  Paris.  Vies  des 
Homines  lllustres.  Gallimard.  1926. 

.\lr.  Prevost’s  book  is  novel  in  at  least  one  respect,  it  pro¬ 
poses  to  give  a  life  of  Montaigne,  not  merely  a  study  of  the  Es¬ 
says.  The  idea  of  the  author  is  to  complete  the  Essays,  to  show 
how  naturally,  even  necessarily,  they  spring  from  the  personality 
and  experiences  of  their  creator.  The  book  is  a  series  of  sketches 
rather  than  a  unified  composition,  taking  up  only  what  appear 
to  the  author  to  be  important,  determining  influences  in  Mon¬ 
taigne's  life.  Essentially  a  personal  interpretation,  it  makes  no 
pretense  to  scholarly  science,  and  offers  few,  if  any,  new  facts 
I:  is  well  written  and  stimulating. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — L.  E.  Winfrey 

HENRI  BER.AUD.  Mon  ami  Robespierre.  Paris.  Plon.  1927.  15 

francs. 

\’olume  Number  8  of  the  series  "Le  roman  des  grandes 
existences.”  The  plump  and  cheerful  romancer-critic  Beraud  has 
found  a  somewhat  novel  and  striking  setting  for  this  biography 
of  a  man  who  was  neither  plump  nor  cheerful.  He  has  written 
it  in  the  guise  of  an  .\rras  childhood  companion  and  a  life-long 
associate  of  the  Sea-Green  Incorruptible.  Unfortunately  Ro¬ 
bespierre’s  friend  does  not  seem  to  possess  a  great  deal  more 
information  concerning  him  than  can  be  found  in  the  books, 
and  unfortunately  he  does  not  seem  at  all  sure  whether  he  should 
defend  him  through  thick  and  thin  or  admit  his  faults,  so  that 
the  book,  though  valuable,  has  frequently  a  tone  of  half-hearted¬ 
ness  and  hesitation,  with  also,  as  on  the  stark  and  generally 
vigorous  last  page,  an  occasional  touch  of  preciosity  which 
weakens  the  illusion. 


— R.  T.  H 
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FRAXC'iS  JAMMES.  Lavigeric.  f*ari».  E.  Flaniinarion.  1927. 

A  lyrical  biography  of  that  Knight  of  God  and  Conquistador 
of  the  faith,  the  Cardinal  Lavigerie.  liberator  of  the  African 
slaves.  Francis  Jammes  has  written  a  poetic  rhapsody  about  this 
great  and  got>d.  if  dotuineering  and  even  de.spt>tic,  leader  of  the 
White  Fathers,  who  seemed  to  have  recovered  in  his  African 
diocese  the  power  and  the  independence  of  a  pro-consul  of 
the  late  Roman  empire.  This  modern  Saint  Paul  did  not  bow 
OP.  this  earth  to  any  authority  but  that  of  the  Pope.  He  would 
openly  defy  both  the  Turkish  and  the  French  government  when 
tlu>  put  even  the  slightest  obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  plan:  the 
con<|uest  of  a  continent  for  God  and  the  Church. 

•Such  a  life,  such  a  struggle,  have  epic  proportions  and 
Francis  Jammes  places  Lavigerie  besides  Charlemagne,  the 
enemy  of  the  Saracens  and  Jeanne  d’Arc,  who  fought  “the 
English  heretics.”  His  apotheosis  of  this  greatest  of  modern 
apostles  frequentlj'  rises  lyrically  to  prose-poems  and  canticles 
of  praise.  Yet,  Jammes,  the  poet  of  simplicity,  plays  more  easily 
the  silvery  bucolic  flute  than  the  epic  bassoon,  and  “Lavigeriade” 
is  frequently  redundant  and  over-eloquent,  the  very  defects  from 
which  his  poetry  is  happily  free.  But  much  may  be  forgiven 
to  him,  for  he  loves  his  hero  with  the  ardour  of  a'  missionary 
and  the  fervour  of  an  artist 

Columbia  University  — G.  L.  van  Roosbroeck 


DR.  LUCIEN-GRAUX.  Le  Docteur  illumine.  Roman.  Paris. 

Arleme  Fayard.  1927. 

The  wealth  of  Christian  hagiography  has  tempted  of  late 
the  very  best  of  contemporary  French  writers.  In  this  volume. 
Dr.  Lucien-Graux  relates  to  us  the  marvelous  story  of  Raymond 
I.ull,  “doctor  barbatus  et  illuminatus.”  His  hero  is  endowed  with 
a  very  strong  personality  and  is  presented  to  the  reader  as  a 
giant  of  thought  and  a  precursor  in  the  field  of  intellectual  and 
material  progress.  The  two  periods  of  his  existence,  the  one, 
of  worldly  and  gallant  pursuits,  the  other,  of  fiery  and  energetic 
struggle  as  a  soldier  of  Christ,  have  been  well  depicted.  His 
beautiful,  although  impossible,  dream  of  universal  love  and  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  his  ardent  wish  to  conquer  Jerusalem  from  the 
Mussulmans  have  furnished  the  author  the  subject-matter  of 
fascinating  chapters  The  book  is  colorful  and  will  certainly 
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appeal  to  those  interested  in  psycholoffical  sttidies  of  historical 
personalities. 

Marquette  University  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

EMILE  DE  LAVELEYE.  Lettres  intimes.  Preface  d’Ernest 
^fahainl.  Paris.  La  Renaissance  du  Livre.  1927.  20  francs. 

The  long  and  laborious  life  of  the  great  student  of  social 
"•ciences.  Emile  de  Laveleye.  is,  this  time,  retraced  by  means  of 
extracts  from  his  correspondence  ami  that  of  his  mother.  The 
thread  of  the  narration  is  held  together  only  by  such  commen¬ 
tary  as  is  absolutely  necessary  to  present  a  systematic  recon¬ 
struction  of  Laveleye’s  life.  This  volume  is  more  than  a  mere 
reproduction  and  blending  together  of  “Lettres  de  voyage." 
(1896),  and  “Lettres  et  Souvenirs,"  (1903).  It  throws  new  light 
on  the  adolescence  and  early  formation  of  Laveleye.  use  having 
been  made  of  the  unpublished  correspondence  between  the  mother 
and  her  son.  'I'hroughout  the  book,  v\e  see  in  ti  e  author  of 
“Le  Socialisme  contemporain"  and  “Le  'Gouvernement  dans  la 
Democratic,”  at  all  stages  of  his  career,  an  active  and  original 
mind,  a  leader  primarily  concerned  with  truth  and  justice,  a 
scholar  anxious  to  study  the  most  difficult  problems  of  human 
relationships.  The  letters  used  in  this  biography  represent  a  ju¬ 
dicious  choice  and  gives  us  a  remarkably  clear  insight  into 
Laveleye’s  personality. 

Marquette  University.  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

MAURICE  SOULIE.  Marie  ler,  Roi  des  Sedangs.  Paris.  Marpon 
et  Cie.  1927.  15  francs. 

The  history  of  Marie-David  de  Mayrena,  a  Frenchman  who 
became  King  of  the  Sedang  tribe  in  Cochin  China  after  a  series 
of  adventures  that  were  certainly  "pen  banales.”  A  soldier,  a 
journalist,  and  a  monumental  liar,  Mayrena  had  seen  and  done  a 
little  of  everything,  and  in  1887  at  the  age  of  45  he  found  him¬ 
self  living  at  Saigon  the  capital  of  the  newly  conquered  province 
He  was  lodging  with  a  negro  “princess.”  and  living  by  his  wits 
and  an  occasional  article  in  the  “Courrier  Saigonnais,”  when  the 
Governor,  who  had  known  the  man’s  reputation,  sent  for  him 
and  entrusted  him  with  a  semi-diplomatic  mission  to  certain 
tribes  on  the  northern  border  of  Annam.  At  the  head  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  band  of  Annamese  soldiers,  Mayrena  fought  his  way  through 
the  tiger-infested  jungles  and  bluffed  his  way  through  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  hostile  tribes,  until,  being  selected  by  the  Sedangs  as 
a  pot-roast,  he  found  it  advisable  to  perpetrate  the  crowning 
stratagem  of  his  career.  He  demonstrated  to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribe 
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iti  very  elaborate  fashion  that  he.  Mayrena,  was  the  anointed 
of  the  God  of  Battles,  that  he  was  invulnerable,  and  that  the 
best  tliinji  for  them  to  do  under  the  circumstances  would  be  to 
recoj^nize  his  divine  oriRin  and  crown  him  King  of  Sedangs 
They  did.  After  a  glorious  reign  of  two  years.  His  Majesty 
Marie  1  abdicated  under  pressure  and  retired  to  Paris,  where 
he  passed  his  declining  years  consuming  absinthe  on  the  Boule¬ 
vards  and  swapping  large  stories  with  the  Parisians. 

LIniversity  of  Illinois  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress 

RAYMOND  MARCEROU.  Eve  Lavalliere.  Du  Theatre  a  Dieu 
Paris.  Editions  Radot.  Id27.  12  francs. 

Does  the  life  of  a  Parisian  star  of  the  year  1901.  who  made 
a  hit  in  Capus’  “La  Veine”  and  later  appeared  in  "Le  Roi" 
(1908)  and  finally  left  the  stage  for  a  semi-monastic  life,  con¬ 
stitute  a  fit  subject  for  a  book?  Yes,  if  you  arc  interested  in 
actresses  and  also  perhaps  if  you  are  concerned  with  jiroblems 
of  religious  psychology  or  pathology. 

This  woman  who  seems  to  have  lived  the  usual  life  of  the 
Boulevard  actresses,  who  “intrigued”  Edward  VII  and  Alphonse 
XIII,  was  the  mistress  of  a  theatrical  manager  and  enjoyed  all 
the  usual  luxuries  of  the  successful  professional  beauties,  sud¬ 
denly  “got  religion”  after  receiving  a  chaplet  from  a  friend 
and  having  a  talk  about  the  devil  with  a  country  priest.  She 
gradually  cut  loose  from  the  stage,  refused  to  come  to  the 
States,  made  a  visit  to  Lourdes,  attempted  vainly  to  enter  the 
Carmel  and  finally  was  admitted  in  the  Third  Order  of  St. 
Francis,  an  organization  for  those  who  cannot  take  the  vows 
and  must  continue  to  live  in  the  world  while  submitting  to 
certain  religious  obligations.  She  resides  now  in  a  little  village 
of  Lorraine  and  partakes  of  communion  very  regularly. 

This  book,  written  obviously  by  a  journalist  who,  in  the 
second  part,  affects  the  sickly  style  of  the  hagiographer,  gives 
some  facts  about  the  early  life  of  the  star  that  may  explain  her 
evolution  or  conversion.  The  daughter  of  a  workman  of  Italian 
origin  who  killed  his  wife  and  himself  in  a  fit  of  jealousy.  Eve 
Fenoglio  seemed  to  have  a  natural  histrionic  gift  combined  with 
a  very  morbid  personality,  more  than  accounted  for  by  this 
heredity.  She  came  to  Paris  after  a  few  provincial  adventures, 
and,  thanks  to  her  voice,  good  looks  and  stage  presence,  found 
immediately  a  job  at  the  Varietes.  That  was  in  1891.  It  was 
only  in  1907  that  she  became  known.  Which  goes  to  show 
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that  even  on  tl  c  stajit-  vticcess  is  a  matter  of  patience  and  ^oo<i 
luck 

('ornell  University.  — Othon  Guerlac 

1  Ol'IS-RAYMOND  La  Vie  de  Cyrano  de  Bergerac*  Paris 
LiBrairie  Gallimard,  1927. 

Number  10  in  the  series  of  "Vies  des  Hornmes  illustres.” 
•Iiis  biography  of  the  historical  Cyrano  is  intended  to  popularize 
the  material  to  be  found  in  scholarly  studies  such  as  those  of 
M.  Emile  Mange  and  M.  Frederic  Lachevre.  The  author  has 
done  little  or  no  research  of  his  own.  He  has  endeavored  con- 
'Cientiously  to  portray  ('vrano  as  he  really  was,  minimizing  the 
faults  of  neither  his  mind  nor  his  character.  He  shows  him 
first  as  a  youthful  "lihertin,”  moved  wholly  by  a  hatred  of  things 
ecclesiastical,  then  as  a  swashbuckling  soldier  fond  of  duels  hut 
soon  wearied  of  warfare,  then  as  a  disciple  of  Gassendi,  material 
istic  and  Epicurean,  finally  as  a  follower  of  Descartes;  never 
^^ith  any  profound  convictions  or  original  ideas. 

The  character  of  Cyrano  was  marked  in  his  youth  by  inde 
pendence  and  sensitive  pride,  which  were  the  fashionable  vir¬ 
tues  of  his  day;  but  the  world  sooti  soured  him.  He  attacked 
plagiarists,  and  he  himself  plagiarized  Sorel.  He  scorned  men 
of  letters  who  fawned  upon  the  rich,  yet  attached  himself  to  the 
wealthy  Due  d’Arpajon.  He  was  heroic  neither  in  conduct  nor 
in  accomplishments. 

What  Cyrano  loses  when  we  read  this  biography,  Rostand 
gains.  To  transmute  base  metal  into  gleaming  gold,  to  take  a 
thread  here,  another  there,  and  spin  around  him  an  iridescent 
web  of  fighting  and  love-making,  laughter  and  pathos,  this 
was  to  give  proof  of  inestimable  dramatic  and  poetic  genius. 

M.  Lefevre’s  narrative  is  embellished  by  a  few  colorful  anec 
dotes;  on  the  whole  it  is  straightforward  and  unpretentious.  The 
hook  is  well-proportioned  and  well-composed.  To  prick  Ros¬ 
tand’s  romantic  bubble  was  an  ungracious  task;  M.  Lefevre  has 
done  it  with  dignity,  moderation,  frankness,  and  sincerity. 
Columbia  University.  — Clifford  S.  Parker 

HUGUES  LAPAIRE.  Portraits  Berrichons.  Paris.  Editions 
Radot.  1927.  15  francs. 

The  author,  a  native  of  Berry,  favorably  known  by  a  num- 
))er  of  works  dealing  with  his  province,  has  made  a  serious  and 
I  believe,  successful  effort  to  understand  his  countrywoman 
George  Sand.  Other  critics  have  been  satisfied  either  with 
regarding  her  as  a  “force  of  nature,”  or  with  abusing  her.  The 
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former  because  they  were  astonished  or  puzzled  by  her  versatility 
and  productivity,  the  latter  because  they  did  not  like  her  writ 
mgs  or  did  not  approve  of  her  ways.  M.  L.  had  the  simph 
and  sensible  idea  of  studying  the  ancestry  of  this  remarkabk 
woman.  He  believed,  not  without  reason,  that  such  an  inquiry 
might  throw  some  light  on  what  had  been  going  on  behind 
these  enigmatic,  large  and  black  velvety  eyes,  which  had  proved 
to  be  so  bewitching  to  more  than  one  .■X  good  many  ofi  tht 
novelist’s  idiosyncrasies  have  been  thus  accounted  for,  if  mn 
thoroly  explained  by  M.  L.  It  is  not  a  small  contribution  t«' 
have  added  illuminating  chapters  to  the  mass  of  printed  page.*- 
devoted  to  Lelia  or  the  good  lady  of  Nohant.  Around  her'  M 
I,,  has  grou|)ed  more  thati  a  dozen  shorter  studies  on  othei 
sons  and  daughters  of  Berry,  among  whom  one  reads  the  names 
of  Charles  Louis  Philippe  and  Marguerite  Audoux.  Several  por¬ 
traits  help  the  reader  to  a  better  acc|uaintance  with  famous  Ber 
richons. 

The  University  of  Chicago  -Henri  David 

I  FAN  GIRAUD  L’Ecole  Romantique  Franqaise.  Paris.  A.  Colin 
1927.  10  francs 

Romanticism  was  a  matter  of  great  actuality  during  the  year 
1927.  which  ushered  in  the  centenary  of  the  formation  of  this 
school.  .Xmong  the  numerous  books,  which  appeared  on  this  oc¬ 
casion.  is  Jean  Giraud’s  work  under  review.  This  study  on  the 
French  Romantic  School  has  been  published  in  the  well-known 
Collection  Armand  Colin  (Section  de  Langues  et  Litteratures). 
.1  series  of  popular  books  having  for  its  motto  “Vulgariser  san- 
ibaisser”  and  aiming  to  put  within  reach  of  the  general  cultured 
reader  the  latest  results  of  investigation  in  every  field  of  thought 
.\{.  Giraud  is  well  qualified  to  sketch  the  history  of  Romanticism 
having  occupied  himself  for  several  years  with  great  poets  of 
this  period.  He  has  brought  out  critical  editions  of  Vigny  and 
Musset  and  has  written  the  chapter  dealing  with  the  period 
1815-1850  for  the  illustrated  history  of  French  literature  by 
Bedier  and  Hazard.  The  book  under  review  traces  the  history 
of  the  Romantic  School  from  its  beginning  at  the  dawn  of  the 
nineteenth  century  down  to  its.  extinction  with  the  failure  of  the 
“Burgraves,”  and  sketches  its  achievements  in  poetry,  drama  and 
novel.  The  three  great  poets  of  the  Romantic  period,  Lamartine. 
Victor  Hugo  and  Vigny,  are  each  given  a  full  chapter.  The 
others  are  treated  more  summarily.  A  final  chapter  is  devoted 
to  the  manifestations  of  Romanticism  in  allied  fields,  such 
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history,  philosophy  and  criticism.  A  paragraph  is  also  given  to 
Romanticism  in  art  and  music. 

Tliis  hook  can  be  most  advantageously  used  in  our  advanced 
classes  on  the  French  Romantic  School. 

Baker  University.  — Maximilian  Rudwin 

RENE  LALOU.  Vers  une  alchimie  lyrique.  Sainte-Beuve,  Aloysi 
us  Bertrand,  Gerard  de  Nerval,  Baudelaire.  Florilege  de  ces 
auteurs.  Paris.  Les  Arts  et  le  Livre.  1927. 

This  is  the  second  volume  in  the  series  of  studies  on  the 
nineteenth  century  being  prepared  under  the  direction  of  M 
l>alou.  riie  entire  collection  will  comprise  twenty-one  volumes 
and  should  the  following  numbers  come  up  to  the  standard  set 
by  the  present  and  first  one  (John  Charpentier’s  “Le  Syni- 
bolisme”),  it  will  be  by  all  odds  the  most  comprehensive  and  in¬ 
telligent  treatment  of  the  literary  movements  in  France  from 
the  Pre-Romanticists  to  the  turn  of  the  century  that  is  within 
our  knowledge. 

M.  Lalou  finds  in  tl^ese  apparently  unrelated  writers,  Sainte 
Bcuve,  Bertrand,  Nerval  and  Baudelaire,  a  common  role — that 
of  “lyrical  alchemist,”  which  he  has  defined  in  a  previous  study. 
“La  Defense  de  Thomme,”  as  a  poet  who  combines  perfectly 
intelligence  and  sensuality.  This  quality,  perceptible  first  in  the 
“Poesies  de  Joseph  Delorme”  is  present  also,  pictorially,  in  the 
“Gaspard  de  la  Nuit”  of  Bertrand,  and  in  prose  form  in  Gerard 
de  Nerval.  It  is  in  Baudelaire,  however,  that  we  find  its  fullest 
expression,  for  the  poet  of  the  “Fleurs  du  mal”  is  “master  of  an 
alchemy  which  transfigures  the  universe  by  revealing  its  cor¬ 
respondence.” 

University  of  llinois.  — W.  T.  Brandz 

ANDRE  BRETON.  Manifeste  du  surrealisme.  Poisson  Soluble. 

Paris.  Simon  Kra.  11.25  francs. 

The  first  seventy-four  pages  of  this  volume  contain  a  defirfi- 
tion  of  the  so-called  pure  realism  or  “surrealisme”  together  with 
a  partial  list  of  its  sponsors.  Directions  are  also  given  for  the 
composition  of  pure  realistic  productions. 

Breton,  who  in  1918  in  collaboration  with  Philippe  Soupault 
wrote  “Champs  magnetiques”  thus  giving  birth  to  pure  realism, 
gives  the  following  definition: 

“SURREALISME,  n.  m.  Automatisme  psychique  pur  par 
lequel  on  sc  propose  d’exprimer,  soit  verbalement,  soit  par 
ecrit,  soit  de  toute  autre  maniere,  le  fonctionnement  reel  de  la 
pensee.  Dictee  de  la  pensee  en  I’absence  de  tout  controle 
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exerce  par  la  raison,  en  dehors  de  toiite  jtreocciipation  estlietiqiie 
ou  morale.” 

The  remaining  one  luindrcd  and  titteeii  pages  are  devoted 
to  a  specimen  of  pure  realism  entitled  “Poisson  soluble.”  Thi' 
consists  of  a  series  of  disconnected  and  almost  meaningleN' 
chapters  with  a  beautiful  word  picture  now  and  then. 

The  whole  volume  contains  a  senes  of  extravagant  state 
I'.ients  and  ideas  which  might  lead  a  serious  reader  to  doubt  h  ^ 
own  sanity. 

Tufts  College.  — Albert  P.  Happel 

.MAlfRICE  SOURIAU.  Historic  du  Romantisme  en  France 
Tome  ler.  Premiere  Partie;  Le  Romantisme  sous  I'Ancien 
Regime.  La  Revolution.  Le  C«>nsulat  et  I’Empire 
Deuxieme  Partie;  La  Restauration  Paris.  Editions 
Spes.  1927.  30  francs  each  part, 
riie  book  under  review,  published  on  the  occasion  iif  the 
centenary  celebration  of  French  Romanticism,  aims  to  present 
a  critical  history  of  this  movement  in  France.  Its  author,  a 
professor  in  the  Faculty  of  Letters  at  Caen,  has  long  been  known 
as  an  authority  on  this  subject,  and  this  work  is  the  result  of  forty 
vears  of  research.  'I'he  hook  fills  a  great  want  French  Roman¬ 
ticism  has  had  to  wait  a  full  century  to  find  its  historian 
Theophile  Gautier’s  "Histoire  du  Romantisme”  is  a  colorful  re 
port  by  an  eye-witness  of  the  trials  and  triumphs  of  Rotnanti 
cism.  hut  cannot  be  considered  as  a  critical  account  of  the  evo 
Intion  of  that  movement.  The  author  of  the  book  under  re 
view  assures  us  at  the  end  of  his  long  introduction  that,  in  his 
presentation  of  the  subject,  he  will  maintain  strict  neutralitc 
and  permit  no  partisan  symi)athies  to  affect  his  judgment  in  re 
gard  to  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  Romantic  School.  .-\ 
professor  in  a  public  institution,  he  maintains,  is  under  a  moral 
obligation  to  present  the  results  of  his  research  with  full  scien 
tific  objectivity  It  must  be  admitted  in  all  fairness  that  he  ha- 
so  far  achieved  the  aim  he  set  himself.  This  book  as  the  defin¬ 
itive  history  of  French  Romanticism  is  indispensable  to  every 
student  of  French  literature.  The  appearance  of  the  second 
volume  will  be  awaited  with  impatience. 

The  author  will  not  take  it  amiss  if  we  say  that  the  value  of 
his  book  would  be  considerably  heightened  if  he  added  an  index 
to  it 

Baker  University.  — ^Maximilian  Rudwin. 
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MAl'RICH  BE'J'Z  Petite  Stele  pour  Rainer  Maria  Rilke.  Suivi 
de  Quinze  Sonnets  a  Orphee.  Strasbourg  Heissler.  1927. 

It  is  eminently  fitting  that  the  praises  of  Rainer  Maria  Rilke 
>f  sung  in  Frencli  .Starting  from  the  Young  Vienna  School 
.\hicli  underwent  *leei>ly  the  influence  of  modern  French  poetry. 
In  occasionally  wrot«‘  in  French  himself.  His  preferred  home 
was  Paris.  Yet,  in  truth,  his  poetry  stands  beyond  all  national 
-m,  in  the  realms  of  the  eternally  human,  for  Rilke  was  of  a 
cosmopolitan  family,  .and  liis  sensitive  mind  is  the  rare  flowerine 
'f  the  crossing  of  many  races. 

He  exemplifies  a  modern  tendency  which  considers  poetry, 
not  an  adornment  nor  a  beautiful  versification  of  some  philoso 
phic  thought  as  with  the  Symbolists,  but  which  makes  it  chime  m 
with  the  deeper  chords  of  life — when  it  becomes  necessary, 
I  reative  poetry.  In  Rilke’s  contemplative  poems,  there  is  no 
onger  any  distinction  between  reality  and  irreality.  He  expresses 
•liat  thought  that  lies  beyond  thinking,  that  may  be  compare*! 
'o  the  insight  of  the  “seer.”  His  poetry  seems  to  ripen  slowly 
.nd  to  fall  heavy  laden  with  strange  awareness  Nor  is  his  tech 
■ii»|ue  merely  a  cloak  <lraped  over  his  idea.  The  two  are  in- 
•eparable,  and  leave  his  poems,  especially  in  his  later  work, 
luminous  with  a  condensation  and  a  vigour  not  unlike  Mallarme’s 

This  volume  to  his  memory  is  a  lyrical  apotheosis,  not  a 
iiitical  analysis.  One  might  regret  that  a  great  quality  or 
i'lilke’s  work,  its  unceasing  change  and  growth,  its  unbroken 
ascension  toward  its  ultimate  perfection,  has  not  been  described 
Happily,  another  recent  volume  fills  this  lacuna,  G.  Bianquis 
■‘La  Poesie  Autrichienne  de  Hofmannsthal  a  Rilke.”  1926. 

\’ew  York  University 

'A'ashington  Square  College.  — Barbara  Matulka 

lOHN  CHARPRNTIFR.  Le  Symbolisme.  Paris  Les  Arts  et  k 
l.ivre.  1927,  12  francs. 

.An  essay  of  l.U  pages,  followed  by  nearly  200  pages  o: 
>.iinples  from  the  work  of  thirty  of  the  Symbolist  poets  M 
t'harpentier  knows  as  much  about  the  externals  of  the  subject 
.IS  any  man  alive,  hut  he  has  not  given  us  here  an  adequate  ac¬ 
count  of  this  interesting  and  important  movement.  None  m 
the  French  literary  schools  has  brought  forth  finer  artists,  or 
more  of  them,  than  Symbolism,  and  although  much  has  beer 
written  thereon,  there  is  still  no  single  work  that  is  at  once  both 
comi)lete  and  convincing.  The  thesis  of  the  present  volume,  it 
It  can  be  said  to  l  ave  a  thesis,  is  that  the  ancient  Celts  are  the 
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fathers  of  the  French  S}’nil)oIist  movement  of  the  late  Nine 
tcenth  Century!  To  speak  of  the  Germanic  traditions,  of  the 
Latin  penius,  is  to  deal  in  terms  that  have  only  a  rhetorical  value 
M.  Charpentier’s  treatment  of  Mallarmc  is  sound,  but  the  rest 
of  the  book  contains  nothing  except  the  author’s  mystical  vision 
of  the  Celtic  influence  in  literary  history  Nothing,  that  is.  ex¬ 
cept  the  poems  and  such  factual  matter  as  can  be  found  in  any 
dictionary  of  dates. 

University  of  Illinois  Paul  ('lement>  Snodgress 

I-UCIEN  DESCAV’ES  Le  Coeur  Ebloui.  Piece  en  4  actes.  Paris 
Librairie  Stock  Delamain  et  lioutelleau.  1927. 

The  theme  is  tlie  same  as  that  used  l)y  John  V'an  Druten 
in  “Young  Woodley.’’  But  the  treatment  is  quite  different.  In 
the  French  play  the  woman  wiiose  femininity  disturbs  the  boys 
of  her  pension  i*-  lierself.  though  a  widow  and  engaged  to  be 
married  again — still  untouched  by  passion;  the  boys  are  older 
tlian  the  English  headmaster’s  pupils,  they  are  all  students  of 
the  Highest  Schools  of  Learning,  between  eighteen  and  twenty- 
two.  But  they  are  just  as  isolated  from  life  and  from  contact 
with  girls  and  j’ust  as  much  in  love  with  the  woman  of  thirty 
In  the  French  play  the  boys’  restlessness  and  youthful  love 
awaken  her  need  for  passion.  After  having  broken  one  boy’s  life 
by  her  virtuous  attitude  and  by  her  loyalty  to  her  fiance  she 
breaks  off  her  engagement,  oiilv  to  find  herself  unable  to  resist 
another  boy’s  advances. 

There  are  strong  dramatic  situations  and  distinctly  brought 
out  characters.  But  the  English  jday  seems  to  have  more  unity 
and  a  swifter  movement 

.Norman.  Oklahoma  — Sophie  K  A.  Court 

c'HRISTO  CHRISrV’  La  Berceuse,  jiiece  dramatiejue  en  trois 
actes  ct  un  prologue  Montreal  &  Nashua.  Edouard  Garand 
1927.  25  cents. 

“La  Berceuse"  is  in  the  vein  of  the  traditional  and  popular 
melodrama  of  the  child  born  out  of  wedlock  and  Itrought  up  as 
the  son  of  a  wealthy  benefactor  For  years,  Conrad,  every  day. 
meets  his  mother,  who  is  disguised  as  a  beggar  woman  to  whom 
he  gives  aims  She  even  becomes  a  servant  in  his  house  When 
her  identity  is  cleared  up  after  the  death  of  his  protector,  he  re¬ 
fuses  to  pardon  her  and  to  recognize  her  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  as  his  mother  Turned  away  from  his  house,  before  leav¬ 
ing  the  unfortunate  woman  passes  the  last  night,  singing  the 
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‘lierceuse,”  which  has  InllcH  her  son  to  sleep  when  a  child. 
Marquette  University.  — J.  M.  Carriere 

I’.AUL  MORANl).  Bouddha  Vivant.  Paris  Bernard  Grasset 
1927.  12  francs. 

Paul  Morand  is  one  of  the  very  few  living  French  novelist^ 
who  show  both  originality  and  power.  “Bouddha  Vivant”  is  a 
young  East  Indian  prince  whose  life,  inspiration,  impulses,  and 
perhaps  even  his  influence,  are  a  twentieth  century  repetition  of 
the  great  Buddha’s.  I'here  is  the  usual  Paul  Morand  globe 
trotting,  phrase-making,  paradoxing;  but  there  is  a  vein  of  Gallic 
near-moralizing  which  is  sane  and  hopeful,  and  there  is  an  epic 
vigor  which  deserves  all  praise  and  admiration.  Nothing  bet 
ter  has  come  from  France  in  a  long  time.  Henry  Holt.  New 
York,  has  just  published  “Bouddha  Vivant”  in  English  translation 

— R.  T.  H 

'  H.  LIJC1F2TO.  La  Guerre  des  Cerveaux.  La  Vierge  Rouge  du 
Kremlin.  Paris.  Berger- Levrault.  1927. 

A  sensational  novel  making  full  use  of  all  the  horrors,  dis 
.■uises,  cruelties  and  ruses  that  human  imagination  has  invented 
for  this  genre  of  fiction.  The  author  pretends,  however,  to 
have  used  this  novel  as  an  illustration  of  actual  conditions  in 
Russia.  But  in  this  he  is  not  sincere,  since  the.  .  inaccuracies 
to  use  polite  language)  and  exaggerations  are  evident  on  every 
nage. 

>Jorman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court 

ERNEST  PEROCHON.  Bernard  I’Ours  et  la  Torpedo 
Camionnette.  Paris.  Librairie  Plon  1927. 

This  is  an  excellent  picture  of  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  some  of  the  younger  generation  of  the  agricultural 
iKjpulation  of  France  as  a  result  of  the  prosperity  brought  by 
rhe  war.  With  a  few  changes  it  could  be  made  to  apply  to 
-.everal  other  European  countries.  Many  readers  will  probably 
he  surprised  to  find  the  French  farmer  buying  automobiles  and 
he  latest  farming  machinery  and  installing  a  radio  set.  So 
many  innovations  meet  with  opposition  .from  the  older  genera 
tion  and  it  is  the  resulting  conflict  that  Perochon  depicts.  Bernard 
represents  the  more  conservative  type  of  farmer  who  adopt «• 
ai'pliances  that  help  his  work  but  scorns  to  waste  his  money 
»>n  articles  of  luxury.  By  his  love  of  the  soil  he  also  represents 
the  stock  type  of  peasant  with  whom  we  are  all  familiar. 

The  lack  of  patois,  which  one  might  expect  to  find  in  a 
i>ook  of  this  kind,  makes  it  easy  to  read  Flu  plot  no*  very 
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strong  but  there  are  some  excellent  episodes,  notablv  a  rustn 
V,  edding. 

Tufts  College.  — Albert  1'  Happel 

RFNE  BOYLFiSVF  Les  Deux  Romanciers.  Paris  ]  I'erenc?: 

Five  short  stories:  "Les  Deux  Romanciers”  itself  and  its 
continuation,  “J’ai  ecrit  une  petite  histoire;"  “Les  tiroirs  vides;" 
"Le  confort  moderne;”  "LT'sage;”  and  "La  Bete  Noire.”  The 
lirst  sketch  i)ortrays  two  antipodal  tyi>es  of  literary  artists:  one. 
an  optimist,  who  writes  romances  pulsing  with  idealism,  has 
suffered  a  bitter  life,  full  of  marital  infelicity,  mediocrity,  and 
dullness;  the  other,  a  confirmed  pessimist  whose  works  reek 
with  gloomy  despair  and  the  eternal  flefeat  of  human  aspira¬ 
tions,  has  for  some  time  enjoyed  the  bliss  of  true  love  and  is 
still  elevated  into  the  heights  by  the  very  thought  of  his  lovely 
sweetheart.  The  third,  “Les  tiroirs  vides”  tells  the  tale  of  a 
writer  of  pot-boilers  who  performed  the  unusual  feat  of  creating 
a  genuine  work  of  art.  a  play,  the  manuscript  of  which,  forbidden 
to  the  sight  of  even  his  wife,  lies  in  his  desk  drawer,  wherefrom 
he  intends  it  shall  never  he  taken  until  his  death.  Acciilentally. 
lowever,  his  wife  opens  the  drawer  and  discovers,  along  with  the 
play,  letters  and  notes  from  a  celebrated  actress  to  the  writer 
In  her  rage,  she  destroys  all,  and  the  writer  finding  it  out,  com 
inits  suicide.  'The  la.st  three  stories  embrace,  in  order,  the  ])roh 
lent  of  modern  mechanical  convenience  and  culture;  the  “in¬ 
duction”  rather  than  the  introduction  of  a  young  married  woman 
of  moderate  means  into  the  "usages”  of  rich  and  dissolute  so 
ciety:  and  the  proverbial  lazy  brother-in-law  wdio  iiroves,  once 
the  house  is  rid  of  him,  to  have  been  the  means  of  keeiting 
everybody  hapjiy,  since,  in  bothering  about  him.  none  had  ha<i 
the  opportunity  to  discover  how  -tupid  the  rest  of  the  family  reall\ 
were. 

Oklahoma  City  — Kemp  Ivie 

BEATRICE  (  HANLER.  Le  Pean  du  Nouveau  Monde.  Pan> 
Editions  de  la  Revue  Mondiale.  1927.  12  francs. 

This  is  a  collection  of  diverse  sketches  and  tales;  there  is  the 
realism  of  New  York  in  a  heat  wave  and  scenes  on  a  transat 
lantic  liner;  delicate  description  of  the  loveliness  of  .a  tro|)lcal 
night;  philosophizings  of  a  material  sea-gull  and  an  idealistic 
old  sailor;  several  fantastic,  ironical  allegories  ami  two  love- 
stories.  The  book  has  charm  and  a  certain  beauty,  but  the  title 
does  not  seem  appropriate.  The  author  is  an  American  sculptor 
I  olumbus,  Ohio  — .Margaret  M.  Nice 
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(  LArDR  MORESTEL.  Ton  Amour  et  Ma  Solitude.  Paris. 

Editions  de  la  Revue  Mondiale.  1927.  12  francs. 

.•\  lonely,  dissatisfied  young  journalist  in  a  provincial  town 
IS  rescued  by  the  t)eautifiil  and  luxury-loving  Nadia  who  causes 
him  to  become. a  great  success  in  Paris.  He  grows  disillusion¬ 
ed  with  the  artificiality  of  his  life  and  retires  to  an  Alpine  vil¬ 
lage  where  he  climbs  mountains  and  tends  flocks.  Nadia  shares 
his  life,  but  after  a  year  of  hardship,  loses  patience.  The  psych¬ 
ology  of  the  hero  may  possibly  he  true  to  life,  hut  one  cannot 
believe  that  a  woman  like  Nadia  would  endure  such  trials  for  a 
man  absorbed  only  in  regaining  his  own  soul. 

Columbus.  Ohio.  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

EMMANUEL  BOURCIEK  Les  Grandes  Enquetes  de  Mega 
Sulvan.  Paris.  Editions  Radot. 

Four  racy  stories  of  the  methods  employed  by  the  French 
police  in  the  detection  and  punishment  of  crime.  Three  are  re¬ 
lated  l)y  a  veteran  “inspecteur"  to  an  old  friend,  a  reporter  for 
a  Parisian  paper,  while  the  latter  reciprocates  with  one  from  his 
own  experience  Each  is  an  interesting  raconteur,  and  each 
'«peaks  from  his  own  i»oint  of  interest:  the  “inspecteur”  elabor¬ 
ates  on  the  mechanism  of  the  police  deijartment,  while  the  re¬ 
porter  traces  tin  influence  of  public  opinion  on  the  course  of 
tustice. 

.•\ltus.  Oklahoma  — Reed  Collier. 

HENRI  POllRRA'r  Le  Mauvais  Garmon.  Paris.  Gallimard.  192b 
.A  psychological  study  in  fiction  form  of  the  life  of  a  French 
boy,  and  particularly  of  the  effect  on  him  of  the  World  War. 
The  influence  of  nature  and  environment  seem  ever  foremost 
in  the  writer's  mind.  The  book  is  both  interesting  and  enlight¬ 
ening. 

University  of  Oklahoma  — Gladys  A.  Barnes. 

l.Ol'IS  I'ANDRE.  LTnutile  Golgotha.  Roman.  Paris.  Editions 
de  la  Revue  Mondiale.  1927. 

The  novel  aims  to  spread  noble  views  and  high  ideals; 
antimilitarism,  jiacifism,  univer>al  love,  social  justice,  and  per¬ 
fection  of  self.  But  its  plot,  action  and  character  delineation 
.ire  too  subordinate  to  the  development  of  ideas. 

.As  to  the  discussion  of  the  problems  involved,  the  author 
does  not  contribute  to  the  subject  any  originality  of  thought 
or  of  treatment.  However,  those  who  have  not  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  become  acrpiainted  with  these  arguments  may  per- 
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haps  find  this  reading  interesting  and  stimulating. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court 

DMITRY  MEREJKOWSKY.  Julien  I’Apostat.  La  Mort  des 
Dieux.  Traduction  approuvee  par  I’auteur  par  Henri  Mon- 
gault.  Paris.  Editions  Bossard.  1927.  12  francs. 

“Julian  the  Apostate”  is  Merejkowsky’s  first  novel  which 
together  with  “The  Romance  of  Leonard  da  Vinci”  and  “Peter 
and  Alexis,”  forms  the  historical  trilogy  “Christ  and  Antichrist." 
It  shares  with  other  historical  novels  of  Merejkowsky  both 
their  strong  and  weak  points.  It  is  a  work  more  of  erudition 
and  consummate  artistic  skill  than  of  genuine  creative  imagina¬ 
tion.  The  tragic  figure  of  Julian,  the  “man  of  tw’O  religions," 
and  the  turbulent  and  colorful  epoch  in  which  he  lived  give  the 
author  an  ample  opportunity  to  develop  his  main  theme:  the 
insufficiency  of  the  earthly  religion  of  paganism,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  ascetic  Christianity,  on  the  other,  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  higher  and  all  embracing  synthesis 

The  French  translation  is  excellent. 

(Two  English  translations  of  the  novel  were  published 
some  twenty  years  ago.) 

Harvard  University.  — M.  Karpovich 

HARRY  BERNARD.  La  Maison  vide.  Montreal.  Bibliotheque 
de  I'Action  franqaise.  1926.  75  cents. 

In  his  first  novel,  “I’Homme  tombe"  (1924),  M.  Bernard 
had  stressed  the  narrowness  and  insipidity  of  life  in  a  small  pro¬ 
vincial  town  and  shown  the  readers  its  unhealthy  influence 
upon  his  hero,  a  young  doctor,  morally  and  intellectually  suf¬ 
focated  by  its  depressing  atmosphere  of  clamorous  gossip  and 
its  lack  of  higher  aspirations  This  time,  he  has  set  the  action 
of  his  novel  in  Ottawa,  the  city  oi  civil,  employees  and  petty 
strife  for  social  climbing.  And.  indeed,  .\1.  Bernard  has  succeeded 
in  sketching  against  a  vivid  and  gloomy  background  a  gripping 
picture  of  the  inane  and  commonplace  existence  of  his  ch.ir 
acters  and  of  the  circles  in  which  they  move 
Marquette  University  — I  M.  Carriere. 

J.  LEDUIC.  Dans  son  sillage.  1927.  8.56  francs.  MARIE  LE 
MIERE.  Lc  fils  de  I’etrangere.  1927.  6.50  francs.  Paris. 

Gautier-  Languereau. 

After  reading  these  samples  from  "La  Bibliotheque  de  ma 
Fille”  and  “La  (  ollection  Familia"  resin-ctively,  one  is  inclined  to 
pity  the  jetine  fille.  In  each  h(H»k  the  heroine  is  absolutely  per¬ 
fect.  the  most  beautitul.  angelic  person  nnaginahle;  one  hero 
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IS  a  model  of  virtue  in  every  respect,  the  other  has  but  one  fault — 
indolence,  which,  however,  he  overcomes  through  the  influence 
of  his  lady  love  and  a  saintly  priest.  Almost  all  the  characters 
are  either  very,  very  good  or  dreadfully  had;  it  is  an  excep¬ 
tion  where  there  is  a  mixture  of  (jualities.  These  hooks  do  not 
depict  life  at  all,  but  are  rather  moral  tracts  to  preach  religion 
and  the  approved  feminine  virtues  of  sweetness,  devotion  and 
long  suffering. 

rolumhus,  Ohio  — Margaret  M.  Nice. 

M.  (  ONSTANTIN-WKVER  “Cinq  Eclats  de  Silex.”  Paris. 

Les  Editions  Rieder.  1927.  7.50  francs. 

The  book  contains  five  short  stories  entitled  “La  Nuit 
canadienne,”  “Desirs,”  “La  Nausicaa  du  Mackenzie,"  “Avec  le 
Soleil  et  la  Lune,"  “Nisi  Serenas.”  A  letter  to  Valery  Larbaud 
inserted  at  the  head  of  the  volume,  informs  the  reader  of  the 
author’s  ambition  of  painting  the  greatest  number  possible  of  frag¬ 
ments  of  a  vast  Canadian  fresco.  I'lns  is  the  urge  that  had 
already  prompted  M.  Constantin-Weyer  to  write  "Vers  I’Ouest," 
"Manitoba,"  and  “La  Bourrasque."  The  strenuous  life  of  ad¬ 
venture  and  Indian.^,  the  exoticism  of  the  Canadian  West,  the 
lure  of  the  broad  open  spaces,  the  absence  of  social  conventions 
and  the  free  range  given  to  instinctive  life  and  elemental  pas¬ 
sions.  all  are  as  many  motives  which  afford  his  work  ample 
background. 

.Marquette  I’nuiTsitv  — J.  M.  Carriere. 

EEF^NAND  FLElIRE'l  Histoire  de  La  Bienheureuse  Raton, 
Fille  de  Joie.  Paris.  Nouvelle  Revue  Frangaise.  1927. 

La  Petite  Raton  was  pious,  beautiful  and  naive.  (This  was 
in  the  Eighteenth  Century,  when  women  were  complacent,  and 
men  were  rational  and  difficult  to  satisfy.)  La  Petite  Raton 
wanted  to  enter  the  Carmelites,  Imt  learned  that  she  would  first 
have  to  present  the  convent  with  a  dowry  of  five  thousand  livres, 
and  she  didn’t  have  the  money,  or  even  a  considerable  part  of 
It.  The  story  is  of  how  she  earned  the  dowry.  She  became  a 
most  distinguished  practicioner  of  the  very  oldest  of  the  pro¬ 
fessions,  and  her  takings  in  men  and  money  became  the  talk  of 
the  town.  She  interested  a  cardinal  among  many  others,  and 
so  she  died  a  Carmelite.  The  tale  is  immensely  stimulating 
and  even  instructive,  being  sligliily  p^ingent  with  a  certain 
brave  and  mystical  voluptuousness. 

University  of  Illinois.  — Paul  Clements  Snodgress. 
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GEORGES  D’ESPARBES.  La  Folie  de  L’Epee.  Albin  Michel 
Paris.  1927.  12  francs. 

Tin's  story  is  centered  around  the  life  of  Le  due  d’Aumale,  a 
younger  son  of  Louis  Philippe.  His  father  believed  that  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  have  a  baptism  of  fire,  and  sent  him  on 
campaigns  against  the  Arabs  in  Africa.  The  book  is  chiefly 
devoted  to  these  campaigns  resulting  in  the  slaughter  of  the 
desert  people.  The  author  shows  the  folly  of  such  wars  instigat 
ed  for  the  increase  of  glory. 

Ohio  State  University.  — L.  B.  Nice 

EDOUARD  ESTAUKIE.  Tels  Qu’ils  Furent.  Paris.  Librairir 
Perrin  et  Cie  12  irancs 

This  latest  novel  of  M.  Estaunie.  a  memher  of  the  .Academy. 
IS  in  its  ninth  edition.  .A  touching  picture  is  given  of  a  lonely 
boy  in  the  loveless  atmosphere  of  his  great-aunt’s  house,  where 
religion  and  family  pride  were  the  only  things  that  mattered 
The  life  and  ideals  of  a  French  bourgeois  family  of  fifty  years 
ago  are  depicted;  although  there  is  much  that  seems  strange  from 
our  point  of  view,  there  is  something  heroic  in  the  grim  old 
lady’s  battle  for  the  honor  of  her  family. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  — Margaret  M,  Nice 


VOLUME  XII  of  the  “Studi  Danteschi”  edited  by  Michele 
Barbi,  appears  from  the  press  of  G  C.  Sansoni,  Firenze.  This 
volume  contains  a  discussion  of  V’ossler’s  “Dante”  by  Luigi 
Russo,  Mario  Casella’s  “Questioni  di  geografia  dantesca”  and 
current  bibliography. 

EUGENE  FIGUIERE,  Paris  brings  out  the  fervent  and 
patriotic  “Paroles  ('atholiques”  of  t  ardinal  Lt>uis  Dubois,  Arch 
bishop  of  Paris. 

A  SERIF2S  LIKE  The  New  N'ork  Nation’s  "iVopIe  W’c 
Like’’  is  Marie  Therese  Gadala’s  “Ceux  que  j’aime”  (De  Maurice 
Barres  a  Paul  Morand),  published  by  Eugene  Figuiere,  Paris. 

PROFESSOR  WILHELM  MEYER-LUEBKE  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Bonn  spends  a  quarter  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Univer¬ 
sity  next  fall,  and  may  make  a  lecture  tour  across  the  country. 

ANOTHER  “SOLL  LIND  H.ABEN,”  this  one  by  Simmel 
( Berlin-Zehlendorf,  Sieben-Stabe-N’erlag),  a  humorous  study  of 
merchant  life. 
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Xk'ri'RO  SORIA  \  MA'l'A.  Filosofia  Barata.  Madrid  lmi>rfnt;i 
de  la  Ciudad  Lineal 

In  a  prologue  written  by  Mario  Roso  de  Luna,  the  author  i!> 
introduced  to  the  reader,  as  a  rebel,  a  practical  sociologist,  in 
ventor  and  constructor. 

I  he  title  of  the  hook,  “Chea|)  Philosoi)hy.”  seems  slightl> 
misleading  to  the  reader,  as  the  word  “cheap”  hardly  applies 
'o  the  text  of  the  philosophy  under  discussion.  In  this  volume 
diere  have  been  gathered  many  of  tlie  articles  Arturo  Soria  \ 
Mata  wrote  for  his  review  called  “La  Ciudad  Lineal.”  Here 
's  manifested  his  desire  for  progress  in  Spain.  The  reader  is 
!>ounfl  to  admire  the  jiractical,  though  idealistic  philosophy  of 
this  reformer.  Whether  or  not  one  agrees  with  the  author 
•I  ere  is  food  for  thought  in  his  philosojihical  speculations. 
I'niversity  of  Oklahoma.  — Patricio  Gimeno 

UL^  MOR.ALK.S  OLIVER.  Arias  Montano  y  la  PoHtica  de 
Felipe  II  en  Flandes.  Madrid.  Editorial  V'oluntad,  S.  A.  1927 

.Vow  that  Europe  i«  “free  for  democracy”  under  the  reign 
of  several  more  or  less  benevolent  dictators,  it  is  timely  to  write 
about  Arias  Montano,  w'ho  has  been  called  a  sixteenth  centurx 
defender  of  Machiavelli’s  “every  means  is  lawful  to  the  Prince  ’ 
'xenor  Morales  Oliver  proves  that  Arias  Montano  was  not  at 
ill  the  apologist  of  the  reign  by  force  and  deception.  Tin 
’Aldiorisfiios”  to  which  he  owes  this  nefarious  reputation  are 
sjjurious,  and  must  be  ascribed  to  G.  Setanti.  This  discoverx 
>  very  important,  since  tl  e  “.Aphorismos”  are  reputed  to  hav» 
been  the  secret  political  breviary  of  Philip  II  Since  it  is  now 
I'iserted  that  it  was  written  after  the  death  of  this  king,  it  can 
no  longer  be  used  to  explain  his  actions  and  policies.  Senoi 
•Morales  f)liver  proves,  moreover,  that  far  from  being  respon 
sible  for  the  cruelties  of  the  Duke  of  .Mba.  .Arias  Montano  ad 
vised  clemency  and  a  general  pardon  for  the  Flemish  rebels 
This  great  scholar,  editor  of  the  famous  Polyglot  Bible,  was. 
in  reality,  a  godly  man  who  has  been  much  slandered 
.Vew  York  I’niversity, 

Was!  ington  Sipiare  College  — Barbara  M.  ‘ulka 

El’^TIQl’K)  .Ak.AtiOXES.  Los  Temas  Fundamentales  de  His- 
pano- America.  Madrid.  A.  Pueyo.  1927  3  pesetas 

A  .Spaniard  foctises  a  critical,  sympathetic  and  exhortative 
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>potliglit  on  Hisji.iiio  Atncrioa:  critii’al,  in  that  it  brings  to  light 
some  of  the  fuiulaniental  wcaknessec  of  tlie  Si)anisli  American 
s\ mpathetic.  in  that  it  dispels  the  shathtws  of  ignorance  and 
.•rovincialism  that  have  obscured  a  ]>roper  understanding  and 
ipitreciation  of  l.atin  America;  exhortative,  because  it  reveal- 
to  the  youth  of  11  i<pano- America  the  seed-  of  race  cotiscions- 
in  ti  e  exi'Ci  s-ani  of  ,i  common  r:i''ial  ideal  "la  v  i/a  hts 
,>.  iioamericana.” 

One  may  see  a  most  propitious  occasion  to  prove  the  fntilitv 
of  Pan- Americanism  in  the  recent  listless  gathering  at  Havana 
The  paternalistic  attitude  of  North  America  i';  not  alone  t< 
l)!ame  for  tlie  failure  of  a  co-o]>erativc  undersfindaig  hetwcei 
the  nations  on  either  side  of  the  Ritt  Cratide.  A  far  grcatei 
cause  is  the  inherent  difference  of  race,  culture  and  mootl,  a- 
ihe  author  contends.  I'he  United  States  and  Spanish  ,\nierica 
arc  as  fundamentally  opposed  in  traditions  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  and 
the  Latin  in  Europe.  Not  Pan-Americanism  hut  Hispano 
Xmericanism  is  to  he  the  vehicle  that  will  hear  Latin  America 
to  its  proper  rank  among  the  nations.  Why  Hispano-American 
ism?  Because,  as  Senor  Aragones  demonstrates  very  clearly 
there  exists  a  Sj)  niish-.\merican  civilization  that  i--  d>linctl\ 
its  own,  a  civilization  that  is  common  to  all  nineteen  republics 
and  that  may  rightfully  assert  its  unity  The  mother  countries 
Spain  and  Portugal,  have  no  role  to  play  in  the  new  Hispano 
.■\merica.  A  wide  cultural  and  racial  gulf  separates  th.em,  a 
common  tongue  notwithstanding.  It  is  to  the  youth  of  Spanish 
America  that  the  author  appeals  to  bring  into  being  the  lateir 
rhythm  of  common  ideals  that  will  be  its  salvation. 

'  hilversity  of  (ffklahoma.  —Maurice  Halperie 

JOSE  VASCONCELOS.  Indologia.  Paris.  .Agencia  Mundia' 
de  Libreria.  8  pesetas. 

An  interpretation  of  Ibero-American  culture  which  was 
inspired  by  a  course  given  by  the  author  in  the  University  ot 
Porto  Rico,  after  he  had  abandoned  the  charge  of  Minister  of 
Education  in  Mexico. 

History,  problems  of  the  present  and  future,  are  treated 
The  volume  has  a  philosojihical  as  well  as  a  political  and 
sociological  aspect  and  might  he  termed  a  “hreviario  social”  fo' 
Spanish  American  countries.  The  author  defines  it;  ‘■Llamaremo^ 
Indologia  a  todo  el  conjunto  de  reflexiones  (lue  me  propongc 
presentar  a  proposito  de  la  vida  contemporanea.  los  origenes  y  e! 
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porvenir  de  esta  f'ran  rania  de  la  especie  racional  (pie  sf  conoct* 
con  el  nonibre  de  raza  ibero-americana.” 

The  attractive  prologue  which  pictures  a  tour  as  “confe- 
rcncista”  thru  Porto  Rico  and  Santo  Domingo  reveals  the  liter¬ 
ary  talent  and  vivacity  of  the  author. 

With  Indologia,  Jose  Vasconcelos  maintains  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  men  of  thought  and  action  of  his  generation 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Frances  Benge 

lUSTO  SIERRA.  Manual  Escolar  de  Historia  General.  Mexico 
Secretaria  de  Educacion  Publica,  Departamento  Editorial 

1924. 

.•\  general  Iiistory  intended  for  iise  a.^  a  textbook  in  second¬ 
ary  schools.  The  author’s  aim  has  been  to  include  everything 
necessary  and  nothing  unnecessary.  The  fundamentalists  would 
•bject  to  Iii.^  e.\pkination  of  the  formation  of  the  earth.  Illus¬ 
trations  are  abundant  and  interesting.  Maps  are  simple — in 
fact  somew'hat  crude.  An  interesting  text,  which  is  good  read¬ 
ing  material  for  the  American  student  of  Spanish.  One  finds 
here  the  point  of  view  of  the  Spanish  American, — for  instance. 
Sierra  thinks  that  all  America  should  be  of  and  for  the 
Spaniards  by  right  of  discovery. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Gladys  A.  Barnes 

I  .SAI.AS  SUBIRAT.  A  Cien  Anos  de  Beethoven  (1827-Marzo 
1927).  Buenos  Aires.  Biblioteca  de  Exposicion  y  Critica 
Xumero  Siete.  Editorial  Tor. 

This  treatise  on  the  “degeneration  of  modern  music”  is  an 
other  example  of  a  genre  much  in  favor  with  recent  Spanish 
juthors — the  “idearium.”  They  give  us,  in  a  sense,  the  flicker- 
ng  flashes  and  the  epliemeral  sparks  of  a  brain  constantly  elec¬ 
trified  and  projecting  a  whirl  of  ideas  into  aphorisms  frequently 
brilliant,  but  disconnected  and  unmethodical.  With  a  Nietzsche 
or  even  an  Unamuno,  such  a  method  may  preserve  the  spon¬ 
taneity  of  their  thought,  but  in  most  cases,  it  produces  but  an 
ibundant  and  slightly  impudent  mixture  of  conflicting  ideas  and 
'oose  opinions. 

Such  writers  express  their  temperament  rather  than  their 
mind,  and  their  prejudices  rather  than  a  lucid  judgment.  Sehor 
Salas  Subirat  has  an  aversion  for  jazz,  as  well  as  for  post-Wag- 
iierian  music.  He  remains  true  to  the  cultured  taste  of  a  dis¬ 
criminating,  if  slightly  stiff-necked,  Victorian  who  has  advanced 
as  far  as  Beethoven,  but  refuses  to  adore  any  other  gods.  His 
diatribe  remains  entirely  subjective.  He  affirms  vigorously;  (1) 
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tliat  jazz  is  tlic  iief^ation  of  nnisic,  (2)  that  modern  musicians 
-lull  as  Stravinsky,  Honcf^jjfcr.  Ravel,  Erik  Satie  arc  l)Ut  clowns 
nul  the  slavish  imitators  of  the  jazz-craze,  (3)  that  Hecthoven’s 
vork  marked,  in  spirit  and  technique,  the  highest  point  of  all 
r;’'ic.  .and  therefore  si  uuld  set  tiic  examji’e  forever.  It  would 
l»e  quixotic  to  engage  in  a  joust  with  a  temperament  and  to 
iioss  the  lances  of  personal  preference  with  those  of  personal 
t»rejud:ccs.  Sefior  Salas  Sul)irat's  diatribe  pnwes  nothing  I)ut 
his  deification  of  Beethoven.  A  most  worthy  feeling,  no  douht. 
but  hardly  significant  emangh  tea  rherk  the  inevitable  evohiti<an 
of  modern  music. 

New  York  University. 

Washington  Sciuare  College.  -Barbara  .\latulka 

■\MERKT)  r \SrKO.  El  Pensamiento  de  Cervantes.  Madrid 
t'asa  editorial  Hernamha.  1927. 

The  object  laf  ('astro,  as  he  himself  states  in  his  foreword. 
IS  to  prove  that  Cervantes  was  not  merely  a  more  or  less  ac 
cidcntal  artist,  but  contrary  to  the  accepted  view,  .i  thinker 
and  jahilosopher  The  traditional  opinion  that  our  author  was 
.♦  simple  “iugenio  lego"  has  been  handed  down  from  critic  to 
critic  and  has  been  accepted  with  blind,  not  to  sa>  cbildlike. 
faith.  Castro  shows  by  a  thorough — and  to  us  convincing — 
study  of  Cervantes'  complete  works  that  he  was  a  thinker  and 
man  of  wide  culture  Moreover,  Cervantes  shows  unmistakable 
'iuMv  i<(  !i;i\  111.;  bi-cn  inflneivcd  bv  Erasmu.s  in  his  religious 
rhought  Castr<>  rightly  thinks  that  Cervantes  was  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Retiaissance  and  its  formulae.  In  .short, 
the  traditional  view  of  Cervantes  as  a  man  of  ordinary  culture 
mii'-f  be  held  a>-  milenable  in  the  light  of  a  more  rational  revalu 
gion  <tf  his  work'  'Phis,  Seuor  Castro  hopes  he  has  accomplished 

— S.  S 

Romancero  del  Cid.  Brologo  de  Ignacio  Bauer.  Madrid.  Coleccidn 
Cervantes.  Editorial  Ibero-Africano-Americana. 

I'here  have  been  many  collections  of  tbe  anonymous  bal 
l.tds  about  Riiy  Diaz,  the  Cid  The  first,  by  Juan  de  Escobar, 
II  1612,  contained  9(>  poems,  ami  I  believe  the  mo>t  comidete  is 
the  edition  by  I'arolina  Michaelis  de  Vb'isconcelos  (Lepzig  1871). 
which  had  205.  I'he  present  little  volume  makes  no  pretense 
m  novelty  or  bulk.  It  holds  109  “romances,”  selected,  I  judge, 
from  Duran’s  "Romancero  general”  or  one  of  the  special  col¬ 
lections  just  named.  So  it  includes  alike  old  popular  ballads  and 
late  rultured  ones,  some  of  the  pseudo-archaic  type.  The  editor 
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\as  i-oiicenieil  only  witli  presentinpr  a  continuous  story  of  the 
hero's  le.ueiulary  career.  There  are  no  explanatory  notes,  and 
fliC  preface  is  hardly  more  than  one  long  quotation  from  Menendez 
\  I’e'ayo.  Anyone  who  wishes  to  learn  his  Cid-myths  in  at- 
•ractive  format  cannot  <]o  better  than  peruse  these  neat  oblong 
pages. 

I  university  of  ('alifornia  — S.  (i  .\forley. 

'J I ' IvV h^l )( )  El  Buscon.  halitonal  Ihero-Africano  Americana 
Madrid,  s.  a. 

Lazarillo  de  Tormes.  idem 
KSPRONCi*'DA  El  Diablo  Mundo.  idem. 

L.ARRA.  Artfculos.  idem. 

'  IR5^()  l)K  .\I(M.1\.\  El  Burlador  de  Sevilla.  nlfm  Price  of 
each  volume  2.50  pesetas 

riiese  are  puhlicatiotis  of  "Primera  serie  de  las  cien  mejores 
liras  de  la  literatura  espanola." 

!'he  above  mentioned  jnthlishers  are  attempting  to  offer  the 
liool  market  a  scries  of  Spanish  classics  after  the  manner  of 
the  “Biblioteca  universal,”  the  “Coleccion  universal,”  begun 
ong  ago,  and  more  recently  of  “('lasicos  Castellanos.”  The  pres 
•nt  series,  however,  appears  in  a  garb  which  is  inferior,  from 
every  poitit  of  view.  The  works  selected  are  acceptable  and 
representative  enough,  but  it  remains  a  question  whether  an  un¬ 
bound  hook  which  readily  goes  to  pieces  and  is  made  of  paper 
Ahich  tears  easily,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  the  texts  have 
not  had  very  careful  scrutiny  of  the  printing,  can  hope  to  an¬ 
swer  any  definite  needs.  Certainly  these  books  fill  no  gap  in 
Miis  country,  which  i>  rather  spoiled  by  school-books  solidly 
imt  together  and,  as  a  rule,  jirinted  with  introductions  and 
commentaries  of  considerable  length.  These  little  volumes  car¬ 
ry  only  a  skimpy  preface  of  a  page  or  tw'O,  or  none  at  all,  no 
notes,  and  jiresent  very  little  physical  vitality  in  their  make-u|) 
Hurtado  and  Palencia  have  recently  attempted  the  same  thing 
in  their  series  of  booklets  called  “Letras  espanolas,”  which,  cost 
even  less  than  the  volumes  under  consideration,  but  they  have 
I  claim  to  superiority  because  of  better  introductions  and  slightly 
better  paper. 

Finally,  although  many  of  the  classics  printed  in  this  series 
may  well  he  read  in  better  texts  easily  available  in  this  country, 
the  same  does  not  hold  true  w'ith  Spain  or  Spani'-h-  Xmerica 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


'vliere  i)Oor  country  schools  can  niak«  nsc  of  this  type  of  publi 
>ation  to  distinct  advantage. 

University  of  California.  —Rudolph  Schevill 

LUIS  DE  GONGORA.  Poesias.  Prologo  de  Santiago  Montoto 
de  Sebas.  Madrid.  Editorial  Ibero-Africano-Aniericana 
1927.  2.50  pesetas. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  third  centenary  of  Gongora’s  death 
there  have  appeared  various  editions  of  his  works,  as  well  as 
books  and  studies  on  his  complex,  subtle,  almost  highly  modern 
art.  This  volume,  regrettably  lacking  an  index,  contains  a  well 
chosen  selection — among  other  compositions,  56  sonnets,  8 
“canciones,”  “La  Fabula  de  Polifemo  y  Galatea,”  “Las  Sole- 
dades,”  some  “decimas,”  17  “letrillas,”  and  18  “romances.”  In 
his  preface  Sr.  Montoto  discriminatingly  recognizes  the  superior 
quality  of  Gongora’s  poetic  gifts,  but  deplores  his  lack  of  “spon¬ 
taneity”  and  “feeling.”  This  rather  conventional  approach  is 
hardly  applicable  to  an  art  which  achieves — as  Ortega  y  Gasset 
has  characterized  contemporary  craftsmanship — “dehumaniza¬ 
tion.”  May  it  not  be  precisely  this  divergence  from  the  real 
the  concrete  and  the  obviously  emotional,  that  is  the  impelling 
force  of  the  enthusiastic  worship  of  our  poet  bj'^  the  most  recent 
Castilian  lyric  school?  To  Gongora,  art  stands  aloof  from  life 
Very  definitely  he  refrains  from  the  expression  of  common¬ 
place  reactions.  To  attempt  to  find  tritely  obvious  sentiments  in 
Gongora  is  like  seeking  anecdotic  interest  in  a  futuristic  canvas 
To  his  aesthetics  might  be  applied  what  Mallarme  said  of  his 
own — he  but  wishes  “ne  garder  de  rien  que  la  suggestion.” 
University  of  California.  — Erasmo  Buceta 

RAMON  DE  CAMPO.‘\MOR.  Doloras,  Poemas  y  Humoradas 
Seleccion  de  Agustin  Aguilar  y  Tcjera.  Segunda  edicion. 

Madrid.  Editorial  Ibero-Africaao-Americana. 

Campoamor  was  a  well-to-do  mid-nineteenth-century  poet 
.md  politician  who  did  a  good  deal  of  cogitating  and  was  wholly 
leprivt'd  of  lyrical  imaginatit)n.  Immensely  popular  in  his  day. 
his  diction  was  commonplace  and  his  philosophy  that  of  the 
:orner  cobbler,  so  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  esthetes  of  modern 
Spain  scorn  him  both  as  poet  and  thinker.  But  the  common 
<ind  universal  is  hound  to  outlast  the  personal  nuance  which 
-o  i)rcoccupies  our  contemporary  versifiers,  and  it  would  not 
be  surprising  if  this  bourgeois  held  the  more  secure  position 
His  insight  startles  one  at  times,  and,  when  most  concise,  he  is 
js  permanent  as  Sancho  Panza  This  neat  little  volume,  one 
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•  r  a  ot  “1  lie  lluiulrcd  lie^t  Works  ot  Spanisli  I^itcrature,” 

contains  a  discrete  selection  from  Campoamor's  three  most  fa¬ 
mous  collections.  I'lie  preiace  i>  l>rief  and  intellii;eiit. 

University  oi  (.  alilornia  — S.  G.  Morley 

COXSTANTJNO  SUAREZ  (EspahoHto).  Una  sombra  de 
mujer.  Madrid.  Espasa-Calpe.  S.  A.  1927.  5  pcseta.s. 

In  this  most  interesting  psychological  novel  the  author 
shows  how  an  uneducated,  selfish  woman  can  frustrate  the  high 
est  and  noblest  aspirations  of  a  sensitive,  affectionate  man  and 
bring  about  his  complete  collapse.  The  hero,  a  brilliant  scien¬ 
tist,  recognizes  too  late  that  he  was  born  for  solitude,  not  matri¬ 
mony.  Inasmuch  as  he  goes  through  life,  blindly,  he  is  him- 
■<elf.  in  great  measure,  responsible  for  all  of  his  calamities. 

— S.  S 

iOSE  MAS.  La  locura  de  un  erudito.  Madrid.  Renacimicnto 
1926-  Two  volumes.  8  pesetas. 

I'he  last  of  the  series  of  “novelas  sevillanas,’”  of  which  “La 
Bruja,”  “La  estrella  de  la  Giralda,”  “La  Orgia,”  “Por  las  aguas 
del  rio,”  and  “Hanipa  y  miseria’’  preceded  this  novel.  Although 
the  primary  purpose  of  the  author  is  to  describe  the  artistic  and 
archaeological  monuments  of  Seville,  the  novelistic  element  is  not 
neglected.  The  triumph  of  the  Flesh  over  the  Spirit  in  Don 
Pablo  Lucena  and  the  resultant  tragedy  make  of  this  a  powerful 
novel,  the  full  force  of  which  is  impaired  by  the  lengthy  de¬ 
scriptions,  which  give  the  impression  of  being  grafted  on,  rather 
than  an  integral  part  of  the  novel. 

— T.  D 

KICRDO  LEON  El  Hombre  Nuevo.  Madrid.  Renacimiento 

1925. 

The  meager  plot  serves  to  support  type  characters:  mili 
tarist,  woman  labor  agitator,  sculptor,  surgeon,  aviator,  happy 
normal  woman,  mental  defective.  The  New  Man  at  last  dis¬ 
covers  that  happiness  is  a  state  of  mind  and  is  not  influenced 
by  outside  circumstances.  He  secures  happiness  by  allowing 
the  old  virtues  of  faith  and  service  to  replace  egotism  and  big¬ 
otry.  In  wordiness,  the  book  reminds  us  of  the  philosophical 
discussions  at  odd  times  in  any  faculty  club.  It  is  only  to  be  re 
gretted  that  companionate  marriage  could  not  have  figured  in 
■)uch  a  lovely  milieu 

Shattuck  School  — Joseph  E  Jones 
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VICENTE  BLASCO  IBANEZ.  Novelas  de  Amor  y  de 
Muerte.  Valencia.  Prometeo.  1927.  5  pesetas. 

A  collection  of  six  stories  entirely  different  and  all  except 
one  recently  from  the  pen  of  the  author,  “El  Secreto  de  la 
Baronesa”  describes  the  treatment  accorded  by  the  Baronesa 
to  the  illegitimate  child  of  her  daughter.  “La  Piedra  de  Luna” 
portrays  the  rise  and  decline  of  a  typical  movie  star.  “El  Rev 
Lear,  Impresor.”  is  the  story  of  a  Spanish  emigrant  who  built 
up  a  large  fortune  in  the  printing  business  in  Buenos  Aires 
The  German  husbands  of  his  ungrateful  daughters  made  tht 
old  man’s  last  years  miserable  by  crowding  him  out  of  business 
‘La  Devoradora”  is  a  Russian  dancer  and  adventuress  who  lives 
on  the  purses  of  Grand  Dukes  before  ti  e  Russian  revolution 
and  on  those  of  the  Soviets  afterwards.  The  scene  is  laid  at 
Nice.  “El  Reprobo"  is  an  extremely  interesting  love  story  of  tin 
organist  in  a  convent  and  one  of  the  nuns  It  has  a  powerful 
ending. 

'I'he  last  of  the  six — “El  Despertar  del  Buda” — is  a  legend 
of  India  and  Buddha,  written,  says  the  author  in  his  preface,  in 
a  prison  cell  in  Valencia  thirty  j’cars  ago.  It  is  only  a  legend 
conceived  in  the  author’s  brain,  but  a  “glorificacion  del  amor,  de 
b  tolerancia  con  el  semejante.  del  sacrificio.” 

The  Shattuck  School.  — Jame.s  M.  L.  Coole> 

AZORIN.  (JOSE  MARTINEZ  RUIZ)  Brandy,  Mucho  Brandy 
Madrid.  Editorial  Caro  Raggio. 

To  get  all  that  Azorin  intended  to  put  into  this  charminj,; 
.1-act  play  one  would  have  to  be  familiar  with  the  following 
works:  Andre  Breton’s  “Manifeste  du  surrealisme,’’  “La.*- 
Mascaras’’  (two  volumes  of  dramatic  criticism)  by  Ramon  Perez 
de  Ayala;  and  an  article  on  superrealism  in  the  “Nouvelle 
Revue  FranQaise’’  for  March,  1927  by  Benjamin  Cremieux 
Naturalism  is  taboo  and  dream  and  reality  seem  to  join  forces 
to  produce  a  new  phenomenon  in  the  theatre.  While  the  author 
sometimes  leaves  the  impression  that  he  has  an  axe  to  grind 
It  is  nevertheless  true  that  he  has  written  a  play  which  is  re 
freshing  and  full  of  aesthetic  and  romantic  appeal. 

— W.  A.  W 

(iUSTAVO  MORALES.  Tedium  Vitae.  Madrid.  Imprenta  de 
Juan  Perez  Torres.  1927.  4  pesetas. 

In  his  Introduction.  .Senpr  Morales  describes  the  “narracione.« 
novelescas’’  making  up  this  volume  as  “cuadros  de  la  triste  reali- 
dad.”  He  continues,  “este  libro  esta  escrito  para  los  que  no 
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conforniandose  con  el  propio  bienestar  desean  y  procuran  que 
la  luz  y  el  amor  yj  la  dicha  alcance  en  lo  posible  a  todos  los 
seres  humanos  aqul  y  mas  alia.”  A  morbid  preoccupation  with 
death  sheds  an  atmosphere  of  depression  over  the  tales,  which 
are.  nevertheless,  written  in  beautiful  language. 

— T.  D. 

t<i.)FlNO  BLANCO-FOMBONA.  La  Mitra  en  la  Mano.  Madrid. 

Editorial-America.  1927.  5  pesetas. 

This  delightful  novel  is  believable’  realism.  Its  locale  is 
>ne  of  the  dictator-ridden  tropical  American  countries,  worm- 
raten  with  political  and  social  corruption.  Marta,  an  attractive 
woman  is  left  a  widow  in  early  middle  life.  Her  one  consuming 
imbition  is  to  be  a  good  mother  to  her  little  Griselda.  She. 
however,  is  full  of  the  fire  of  life  and  her  aunt  Monica  urges 
her  to  remarry.  Her  weakness  in  yielding  to  men  precludes 
this  and  under  the  lash  of  scandal  she  becomes  a  social  outcast. 
\n  ex-nun  is  attracted  by  Marta’s  wealth  and  urges  her  to  take 
the  vows,  to  save  her  soul  and  so  that  the  C  hurch  may  receive 
her  worldly  goods.  Padre  Federico  Blandin  is  enlisted  in  the 
■ause  but  he  discovers  that  he  prefers  Marta  as  a  mistress.  Life 
IS  very  sweet  then  for  her.  She  loves  Federico  madly.  She 
IS  only  awakened  from  her  dream  by  the  discovery  that  Federico 
IS  also  enjoying  Griselda.  Then,  heartbroken,  Marta  confides 
(jriseUla  to  Tia  Monica’s  care  and  becomes  a  nun.  Federico 
then  attains  his  coveted  bishopric  through  an  understanding 
■vith  the  sister  of  the  president-dictator. 

The  suspense  prevents  our  noticing  Blanco-Fombona’s  style 
until  we  have  finished  the  book.  Then  we  realize  that  the 
descriptions  were  vivid,  the  character  portrayals  accurate  and 
the  language  beautiful.  Is  not  this  combination  our  ideal  in 
fiction? 

Shattuck  School.  — Joseph  E.  Jones. 

lOSE  EIJSTASIO  RIV'^ERA.  La  Voragine,  Bogota.  Editorial 
Minerva.  1927  (?). 

La  Voragine,  “the  abyss,”  truly  deserves  its  name.  It  is^  a 
powerful  story  of  wholesale  crime,  and  gives  us  a  realistic 
picture  of  slavery,  drunkeness  and  every  conceivable  kind  of 
cruelty.  But  what  wonderful  glimpses  of  the  wilds  of  Colombia 
and  Venezuela!  The  hero,  Arturo  Cova,  does  much  to  redeem 
himself  by  shouldering  his  share  and  putting  an  end  to  the 
terrible  conditions  in  these  countries.  Then  he  and  his  com¬ 
panions  disappear  into  the  wilderness.  The  book  closes  with 
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the  tragic  phrase:  “Ni  rastro  de  ellos.  Los  devoro  la  selva'' 
The  book  is  more  than  a  mere  work  of  fiction;  it  is  a  human 
document  of  immense  sociological  value 

— S.S 

V.  BLASCO  IBANEZ.  El  adios  de  Schubert.  Madrid.  Editorial 

CosmopoHs. 

A  grc)u|)  of  interesting  short  stories  written  in  the  author’s 
usual  style.  They  paint  the  tragic  side  of  life  vividly.  Each 
story  represents  a  distinct  type.  One  treats  of  an  episode  in 
the  French  Revolution;  another,  of  the  Russian  Revolution, 
still  another  tells  of  the  tragic  life  of  a  musician  The  title  of 
the  book  is  taken  from  this  last  story 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Clara  I.ou  Siro« 

RENE  BAZIN’S  “Les  Trois  Peines  d’un  Rossignol”  and 
Henry  Bordeaux’s  “Contes  de  la  Montagne,’’  are  recent  volumes 
in  the  series  of  excellent  Catholic  juvenile  books  published  b\ 
Les  Arts  et  le  Livre,  Paris. 

AN  ATTRACTIVE  VOLUME  of  Old  Provengal  studies 
IS  Hilaire  Enjoubert’s  “Amours  de  Jadis  au  pays  de  Provence’’ 
f  Paris,  Boivin). 

THE  EDITIONS  MONTAIGNE,  Paris  announce  an  in¬ 
triguing  study  of  “Notre  Sixienie  Sens,”  by  Charles  Richet  of  the 
Institut. 

GIUSEPPE  COZZO’S  exhaustive  “Ingegneria  Romana” 
(Roma,  Libreria  Editrice  Mantegazza)  deals  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Roman  amphitheaters,  churches,  roads,  and  public 
works. 

HANS  OSTWALD  has  studied  the  history  of  adventurou.s 
commerce  in  “Kaufmanns  Abenteuer”  (Berlin-Zehlendorf,  Sieben- 
Stabe-Verlag). 

EDMOND  JALOUX  thoughtfully  discusses  a  group  of 
great  writers  “De  Pascal  a  Barres”  (Paris,  Plon). 

HELENE  CHRISTALLER’S  “Als  Mutter  ein  Kind  war  ” 
(Basel,  Friedrich  Reinhardt),  is  both  amusing  reading  and  good 
pedagogy. 

A  LOUDLY-HERALDED  novel  of  childhood  is  Fred 
Berence’s  “Les  Inassouvis”  (Paris,  Rieder). 

PROFESSOR  H.  P.  THIEME  of  the  University  of  Michi¬ 
gan  is  preparing  a  third  edition  of  his  indispensable  “Guide 
bibliographique  de  la  litterature  frangaise.” 
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MARIO  PUCCINI.  Vincenzo  Blasco-Ibanez.  Roma.  A.  F 
Formiggini.  1927. 

This  is  a  concise  biography  in  the  miniature  series  “Medaglie” 
(2^2x414  in.),  a  collection  devoted  in  the  main  to  contemporary 
writers.  Within  the  narrow  bounds  of  forty-four  pages,  Puccini 
has  given  all  the  important  facts  that  one  would  wish  to  know 
about  Blasco  Ibanez  and  his  literary  output. 

Of  the  man  himself,  Puccini  stresses  his  extraordinary  en¬ 
ergy  and  activity,  his  Conquistador  spirit  and  his  bravery  in 
the  face  of  imprisonment.  The  characteristics  are  transferred  to 
Blasco  Ibaiiez’s  works;  hence  the  vigor,  impetuosity  and  fire  of 
his  style.  Indeed,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  dissociate  the  man 
from  the  works,  and  this  intimate  connection  has  led  many  a 
Clitic  of  adverse  political  or  religious  views  to  unduly  belittle  the 
Valentian’s  literary  accomplishments. 

— S.S 

LUIGI  PIRANDELLO.  Diana  e  la  Tuda.  Firenze.  R.  Bemporad 

1927. 

We  have  here  a  second  edition  of  this  three-act  tragedy, 
the  scene  of  which  is  laid  in  an  artist’s  studio.  The  characters 
are  artists  and  models.  The  plot  is  a  love  tangle  with  jealousy 
of  a  statue  of  Diana  to  lend  novelty.  Pirandello  has  managed 
to  be  simple,  natural  and  interesting. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  —Gladys  A.  Barnes 

GUIDO  DA  VERONA.  Azyadeh,  la  donna  pallida.  Firenze 

Bemporad. 

Guido  da  Verona  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  being  at 
the  same  time  the  bete  noire  of  Italian  critics  and  the  favorite 
author  of  a  large  and  ever  increasing  body  of  readers.  We 
doubt  if  in  point  of  popularity  any  other  living  wTiter  in  Italy 
could  successfully  compete  with  him.  In  Guido  da  Verona  you 
have  the  rare  combination  of  business  acumen  and  good  crafts¬ 
manship.  He  knows  his  audience,  and  his  literary  labors  are  all 
bent  toward  one  deliberate  goal:  to  retain  it  and  if  possible  to 
increase  it.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  this  prolific  writer 
has  published  twelve  or  fifteen  novels,  and  a  million  and  a 
quarter  copies  of  these  have  been  sold  in  Italy.  Not  so  bad. 
Critics  seem  to  forget  that  the  guiding  motive  of  all  publishers 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  single  word:  demand.  And  the  same 
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word  demand  enslaves  most  writers.  This  is  a  mechanical  age 
and  mass  production  rules.  Literature  is  no  exception.  Today 
a  Manzoni  could  not  find  a  bush-leaKue  editor  to  publish  l  is 
“Promessi  Si>osi,”  and  he  would  have  to  turn  to  something  else 
to  earn  a  livinR. 

“A/yadeh,"  the  latest  book  of  Guido  da  Verona,  is  not  un 
like  his  other  books.  The  same  mold,  the  same  characters  under 
different  names,  the  same  utter  lack  of  what  the  critics  and 
discriminating  readers  want,  namely  a  “messatie.”  .And  yet 
these  Kl«'irin.u:  faults  will  make  the  author  and  ti  e  publishers 
rich.  'I'he  public  is  a  gourmand  and  not  a  gourmet.  'I'liey  want 
plenty  of  food  and  don’t  care  for  variety.  Besides,  they  don’t 
want  to  think,  they  want  to  be  amused.  When  will  critics  stop 
charfjiii);  wind-mills  and  try  to  turn  their  weapons  not  against 
the  authors  hut  against  the  shapeless  mass  which  alone  is  tv 
blame?  “Azyadeh”  reminds  one  of  a  kettle  in  which  all  kinds 
of  vegetables  are  made  to  boil.  .All  the  elements  of  an  e.\cellent 
soup  are  there  but  some  are  cooked  while  others  are  half  raw 
I  hasten  to  add,  however,  that  the  typical  da  Verona  is  still  in 
evidence.  His  romantic  and  realistic  elements  are  not  harmon 
ized,  but  his  peculiar  and  flashy  style  is  present  I  like  its  flavor, 
it  makes  me  forget  the  chaff  (?). 

University  of  Arkansas.  .A.  Marinoiii 

GUIDO  MILANESE  Le  Aquile.  Milano.  Casa  Editrice  Ceschina 

1927.  10  lire. 

A  nauseating  flow  of  chauvinistic  glorification  emanates 
from  these  tales  of  heroic  Italian  aviators  of  the  late  war.  It 
i.'  a  pity,  too,  for  the  author  seems  sensitive  to  the  poetry  ot 
“la  sconfinata  bellezza  dell’arte  dell’ala.’’  In  the  preface.  Italo 
Balbo  says:  “Libri  e  lettori  sorgono  insierne.  qiiando  sia  formate 
u:i  clima  propizio;  e  questo  clima  in  Italia,  si  chiama  Fascismo” 
A  “climate”  of  arrogant  bombastry,  shameless  jingoism  and  unre 
strained  power-lust,  if  “Le  .Aquile”  is  a  fair  sample  of  black¬ 
shirt  literature. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  —.Maurice  Halperin 


.ALFRED  A.  KNOPF,  New  York,  is  sponsoring  a  series  of 
Spanish  translations  and  books  about  Spain.  The  publishers  art 
to  be  congratulated  for  filling  a  long  felt  want.  Cervantes, 
Quevedo,  Aleman,  Alarcon,  Miro,  Ibanez  and  Unamuno  art- 
some  of  the  authors  translated. 


BOOKS  IN  SWEDISH 

ICLIN  WAEGNER.  De  fern  parlorna.  Stockholm  Albert  Bon- 
niers  Forlag,  1927. 

I'he  central  characters  in  this  story  of  revolution  and  anti 
revolution,  of  plotting  and  treachery,  is  an  American  girl  who 
goes  over  as  a  welfare  worker  to  a  war- torn  country,  where 
she  falls  in  love  with  one  of  the  prominent  political  characters 
I:  is  difficult  for  “Credo.”  who  typifies  American  idealism  and 
Puritanism,  to  sympathise  with  the  revolutionary  movements  fol¬ 
lowing  the  World  War.  This  is  her  tragic  guilt  The  moral 
may  he  that  one  should  be  wary  of  interfering  in  things  which 
ones  does  not  understand,  or  perhaps  it  is  simiilv  that  “it  is 
dangerous  to  love.” 

Elin  Wagner  is  one  of  the  strongest  women  writers  of  pres¬ 
ent  day  Sweden.  In  her  new  books,  she  gives  good  pictures  of 
political  and  social  conditions  of  Europe  after  1917,  of  the  great 
power  of  the  international  press,  and  of  American  influence  in 
European  war  politics.  The  book  is  well  written  and  sustains 
the  interest  until  the  end.  The  characters  are  well  drawn.  Per¬ 
haps  the  best  one  is  the  manager’s  wife,  who  realizes  that  she 
is  “dead.” 

Phillips  University.  —Harry  V  E.  Palmblad 

MARIKA  STJERNSTEDT.  Hesning  i  malet.  Stockholm  Al- 
•  bert  Bonniers  Forlag.  1927. 

Marika  Stjernstedt’s  new  book  is  no  different  froin  her  other 
books  in  that  she  shows  a  special  interest  in  the  problems  of  her 
own  sex,  and  that  she  has  a  .sympathetic  attitude  toward  her 
women  characters.  Early  in  the  story  the  suicide  of  Barbro 
Liwim  is  laid  at  the  door  of  her  tyrannical  and  unsympathetic 
father  by  Ann  Martell.  There  is  something  quite  Ibsenian  in 
these  charges  brought  by  a  young  girl  against  a  man  old  enough 
to  be  her  father.  Altho  Ann’s  accusations  seem  to  be  just  and 
her  explanations  of  Barbro’s  conduct  correct,  one  cannot  refrain 
from  feeling  that  she  is  somewhat  too  cruel  and  too  much  bent 
on  reducing  life  to  a  single  formula.  The  ending  of  the  story 
.seems  to  indicate  that  the  author  herself  had  this  feeling.  The 
characters  are  well  depicted;  the  psychology  is  clear;  and  the 
story  is  interesting  thruout 

Phillips  University.  — Harry  V  E.  Palmblad. 
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HJALMAR  BERGMAN.  Kerrmans  i  Paradiset.  Stockholm.  A1 
bert  Bonniers  Fcirlag.  1927. 

As  usual,  Hjalniar  Bergman  employs  his  extraordinary  powet 
of  using  solutions  which,  however  natural  they  may  seem  aftet 
they  are  disclosed,  come  as  surprises  not  only  to  the  reader,  bui 
also  to  some  of  the  characters.  In  this  book,  he  gives  us  a  bird’s 
eye  view  of  the  development  of  a  business  house  thru  a  century 
and  a  quarter  from  its  modest  beginning  up  to  a  stage  where  it 
is  of  national  if  not  international  importance.  There  is  some 
thing  almost  thrilling  about  the  business  methods,  the  “coups,' 
and  the  scales  of  some  of  the  operations.  Altho  this  can  be 
called  a  romance  of  business,  the  author  and  the  reader  are 
interested  chiefly  in  the  individuals  back  of  the  business  dealings 
All  of  the  characters  have  highly  developed  individualities.  Lit¬ 
tle  peculiarities,  as  eccentric  expressions,  philosophies  of  life,  man 
nerisms,  are  fastened  upon  them.  As  a  result,  each  has  an  in 
tensive  existence  for  us,  at  least  while  we  read  the  story,  and 
each  becomes  something  of  a  personal  acquaintance. 

Bergman’s  method  reminds  us  in  some  ways  of  Balzac’s 
Like  the  French  realist,  he  is  interested  in  money  matters;  ht 
likes  to  classify  his  characters;  and  finally,  he  often  goes  back, 
after  the  introduction  of  a  character,  to  explain  him  by  describ 
ing  his  family,  his  early  environment,  etc. 

Thruout  the  book,  there  is  a  quiet  optimism  which  even 
hovers  over  the  sad  events  and  which  is  beneficial  because  it  comes 
from  a  wholesome  view  of  life.  The  ending  leaves  us  well  satis 
fied  with  the  characters,  the  author,  and  the  world  in  general, 
which,  after  all,  could  be  a  good  deal  worse. 

Phillips  University.  — Harry  V.  E.  Palmblad 


MAURICE  MAETERLINCK’S  new  study  of  “La  Vie  de 
I’Espace'*  is  published  by  Eugene  Fasquelle,  Paris. 

WE  ARE  IN  RECEIPT  of  the  first  issue  of  a  new  bi¬ 
monthly  magazine  published  in  Paris,  called  “Cahiers  de  I’Etoile.’’ 
It  is  said  to  be  one  of  twenty  reviews  published  in  as  many 
different  countries  under  the  same  general  supervision,  and  whose 
purpose  is  stated  to  be  “la  liberation  de  vieilles  formules  et  la 
recherche  d’une  nouvelle  realite  comme  experience  vecue.”  The 
first  issue  is  devoted  mainly  to  the  work  of  the  Hindoo  phil 
osopher  Krishnamurti. 


KOOK  IX  RUSSIAN 

K  1.  SPENDIAROV,  Osnovy  natural’navo  metoda  prepodavanija 
inostrannyk  jazykov.  3  Brosse  St.,  Tiflis.  1927.  1.20  rubles 
The  author,  a  lecturer  in  English  in  the  V.  I.  Lenin  Gov¬ 
ernment  Polytechnic  School  at  Tiflis,  shows  the  advantage  of 
the  Berlitz  Method  over  the  translation  method  as  well  as  the 
Pelman  method.  The  last-named  has  the  disadvantage  of  being 
based  on  visual  impressions  to  the  exclusion  of  the  auditory 
The  first  part  of  tl'C  book  gives  the  history  of  various  currents  in 
methodology  since  Victor;  the  importance  of  phonetics  and  pho¬ 
netic  symbols,  learning  of  sentences  rather  than  words,  teaching 
of  the  concrete  before  the  abstract,  is  emphasized.  Main  stress 
should  be  laid  on  the  training  of  the  ear  rather  than  the  eye.  The 
teacher  should  be  well  prepared  both  theoretically  and  practic¬ 
ally,  especially  in  the  knowledge  of  the  sounds  of  his  native 
language  and  that  of  his  students:  this  should  be  the  ideal  situ¬ 
ation.  (VVe  are  led  to  read  between  the  lines  that  in  the  USSR 
the  teaching  of  modern  languages  is  in  a  chaotic  condition  and 
that  most  of  the  teachers  are  unprepared  for  their  task).  The 
second  part  deals  with  the  author’s  method.  Grammatical  termi¬ 
nology  should  be  thoroughly  mastered  in  the  mother  tongue. 
Great  stress  is  laid  on  the  necessity  of  arousing  the  imitative 
faculty  of  the  student  and  the  training  ofViearing.  Realia  should 
be  used  freely,  translations  need  not  be  written  on  the  black¬ 
board,  students  should  be  trained  to  ask  each  other  questions  in 
class.  Reading  material  should  be  easy,  conversational,  prac¬ 
tical;  vocabulary  (1200  as  a  basis)  should  be  taught  in  groups 
associated  either  etymologically  or  by  concepts.  Dictation  and 
free  composition  is  advocated.  If  the  aim  of  the  modern  langu¬ 
age  teaching  in  technical  schools  is  to  be  only  the  ability  to 
read  technical  texts  with  the  aid  of  a  dictionary,  special  text¬ 
books  are  necessary.  On  the  whole  the  views  expressed  are 
sound  and  it  seems  that  the  author  is  having  more  success  with 
his  method  than  do  we  with  our  many  methods  wasted  on  a 
large  percentage  of  linguistically  unteachable  students  whose 
elimination  from  our  classes  would  give  us  better  results  with 
less  unnecessary  methodology. 

Marquette  University.  — A.  R.  NykI. 


BOOKS  IN  GERMAN 

Neuland-Kalender.  Berlin.  Neuland-Verlag.  1928.  SO  pfennigs 

The  1928  calender  of  the  Neuland-Verlag  is  rather  unusually 
varied,  interesting  and  useful.  There  are  several  attractive  little 
stories  and  sketches,  pleasant  poems,  valuable  discussions  oi 
social  hygienic  questions,  especially  of  the  alcohol  evil,  the  con 
stant  combatting  of  which  is  a  labor  for  which  this  publishinjj 
house  is  to  be  especially  commended;  and  the  illustrations,  espec 
ially  the  wood-cuts,  are  charming.  We  can  think  of  no  place  whert- 
a  few  cents  could  be  more  profitably  invested  than  in  this  well- 
chosen  little  volume  of  miscellany 

— R.  T.  H 

Staackmanns  Almanach  1928.  Herausgcgeben  von  Rudolf  Grein/ 
Leipzig.  L.  Staackmann  V’^erlag. 

This  is  the  ninth  volume  of  an  annual  which  regularly 
brings  a  score  or  more  of  contributions  by  modern  writers  whose 
works  are  published  by  Staackmann.  The  contributions  are 
either  original  ones  for  this  annual  only  or  are  excerpts  from 
works  already  published.  The  Staackmann  V’erlag  has  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  the  high  standard  of  its  publications.  It  has  not  fol¬ 
lowed  the  common  demand  for  ephemeral  literature.  We  have 
found  especially  interesting  the  contributions  of  Rudolf  Hans 
Bartsch,  Alfred  Huggenberger,  Miiller-Guttenbrunn  and  Rudolf 
Greinz.  The  aim  of  the  book  is,  of  course  to  bring  before  the 
reading  public  some  examples  of  the  work  of  these  authors,  and 
it  is,  indeed,  an  excellent  piece  of  advertising.  The  price  of  this 
300  page  volume — nur  1  Mark — is  money  well  spent. 

Washington  University.  — Richard  Jente 

RICHARD  ZOOZMANN.  Weg  und  Wille  zum  Erfolg.  Kin 
Handbuch  der  Lebensklugheit.  Wiesbaden.  Verlag 
Hermann  Rauch.  1927. 

The  langpiage  in  which  the  ways  to  success  are  here  pre 
sented  is  by  no  means  unpleasant.  But  the  moralizing  tales  of 
the  old  Hebei  attained  the  same  end  in  more  agreeable  fashion 
I  am  not  sure  that  the  classical  poets  would  be  greatly  pleased 
to  see  themselves  quoted  in  the  connection  in  which  they  here 
appear  as  authorities.  Many  of  the  directions  confirm  much 
too  definitely  the  opinions  of  those  who  maintain  that  an  ethical 
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person  is  a  boob  Especially  modern  ethics  has  little  place  for 
opportunism  and  middle-of-the-road  expediency. 

Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst.  Ill.  — F-  W.  Kaufmann. 

P.  W.  SCHMIDT,  S.  V.  D.  Der  Ursprung  der  Gottesidee.  Eine 
historisch-kritische  und  positive  Studie.  I.  Historisch- 
kritischer  Teil.  Munster  i.  VV.  Aschendorffsche 
Verlagsbuchhandlung.  1926. 

Writing  in  “The  American  Journal  of  Sociology,”  Vol. 
XXXI,  Number  1,  on  “Diffusion  and  the  American  School  of  His¬ 
torical  Ethnology,”  Dr.  Goldenweiser  says:  “All  modern  ethnology, 
with  disappearingly  few  exceptions,  builds  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
classical  evolutionary  doctrines  Its  tenets  have  been  shattered 
to  splinters.” 

The  author  of  the  work  cited  above  is  one  of  the  scholars  who 
deserves  large  credit  for  “shattering”  the  wild  theories  of  the 
Spencer-Morgan  school  of  “cultural  evolution.”  His  numerous 
works  in  linguistics,  ethnology  and  comparative  religion  have 
made  his  name  familiar  to  scholars  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
This  work  of  profound  erudition  and  of  immense  research  deals 
the  death  blow  to  a  theory  that  has  been  assiduously  propa¬ 
gated  for  many  years,  often  with  more  animus  than  solid  scienti¬ 
fic  reasoning — the  theory  that  the  notion  of  a  Supreme  God  and 
Creator  is  the  product  of  slow  evolution.  Dr.  Schmidt  shows, 
on  the  contrary,  that  primitive  people  like  the  Pygmies,  the 
.Australian  tribes  and  the  Indians  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  were 
monotheists  and  that  monotheism  was  their  primitive  form  of 
religion.  But  this  is  not  merely  asserted — it  is  proved  by  scienti¬ 
fic  reasoning  and  induction.  Subsequent  volumes  will  develop 
the  conclusions  reached  on  the  basis  of  an  immense  amount  of 
material  in  this  first  part  of  the  work.  Rev.  Schmidt  reviews 
the  work  of  practically  every  notable  writer  on  the  psychology 
and  history  of  religion  during  the  last  half  century,  and  appraises 
their  work  in  the  light  of  modern  ethnology  and  anthropology. 
It  is  worth  while  recording,  for  the  information  of  American 
readers,  that  scholars  like  Goldenweiser,  Lowie  and  Kroeber  ad¬ 
mit  many  of  Dr.  Schmidt’s  conclusions  and  acknowledge  the 
scientific  value  of  his  method. 

St.  Louis  University.  — Rev.  Albert  Muntsch. 

DR.  I.  B.  SCHAIRER.  Die  Wendeltreppe.  Tuebingen.  Rainer 
Wunderlich  Verlag.  1928. 

This  small  volume  is  one  in  the  series  “Meine  Buecher”  by 
the  “Wunderlich  Verlag.”  The  purpose  of  this  series  is  to 
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yield  books  which  may  find  their  place  in  tlie  family,  in  tl:e  home 

Dr.  Schairer’s  “Spiral  Stair-Case"  is  a  volume  that  would 
clarify,  lift,  and  lead  up — eight  essays  that  affirm  life,  cast  the 
future  in  terms  of  the  youthful  outlook,  present  birth  and  death 
not  as  experiences  but  as  two  powerful  influences  in  our  lives, 
place  emphasis  upon  modern  psycho-analytic  studies,  treat  eco 
nomic  entanglements,  and  close  with  a  psychological  glimpse 
into  the  realms  of  four  dimensional  space.  A  poem  in  free 
verse  introduces  the  essays. 

With  a  rich  background  of  philosophic,  scientific,  and  liter 
ary  training  and  culture  the  author  discusses  questions  that 
concern  our  intimate  soul  life  and  experiences.  He  has  had  an 
extensive  opportunity  to  look  into  the  lives  of  men  and  in  these 
chapters,  this  soul-therapist  throws  out  vital  thoughts  and  sug 
gestions. 

The  book  is  eminently  worth  reading  and  refutes  the  in¬ 
dictment  that  in  this  machine  age  of  angularities  our  ideal  side  is 
neglected.  The  language  rises  here  and  there  to  heights  of 
rhapsodic  prose. 

University  of  Missouri.  — Hermann  Almstedi 

PAUL  HANKAMER.  Das  Boehme-Lesebuch.  Berlin.  V’erlag 
des  Buehnenvolksbundes.  1925.  7.50  marks. 

The  title  expresses  the  purpose  of  the  book  under  review 
The  author  furnishes  us  with  a  “Reader,"  the  subject-matter  for 
which  is  taken  from  the  collected  writings  (Schiebler’s  Edition) 
of  that  most  unique  Christian  theosophist  and  mystic,  Jakob 
Boehme  (1574-1624).  Dr.  Hankamer  frankly  confesses  himself 
an  “admirer”  of  Boehme  and  has  published,  a  few  years  ago,  u 
pietentious  volume  on  Boehme’s  life  and  writings.  Indeed  the 
“Lesebuch"  seems  to  be  a  by-product  of  that  larger  volume.  In 
ten  sections,  covering  about  180  pages,  under  appropriate  head¬ 
ings  such  as  Creation,  Angels  and  Paradise  (97-113),  numerou.^ 
paragraphs  are  collated  and  printed  in  Boehme’s  own  language 
without  any  further  explanatory  notes.  This  arrangement,  the 
author  believes,  will  give  a  reader  of  the  “Lesebuch”  a  fairly 
good  idea  of  the  speculations  of  the  much  misunderstood  “cob¬ 
bler  of  Goerlitz.”  In  this  he  is  surely  mistaken,  for  Boehme’s  use 
of  words  is  very  often  an  effective  bar  to  the  understanding  of 
his  thoughts.  In  the  Introduction  (l-19)Hankamer  furnishes 
a  brief  sketch  of  Boehme’s  life,  touches  on  the  influence  con¬ 
temporary  writers  like  Paracelsus,  Sebastian  Frank  and  Caspar 
Schwenkfeld  have  had  on  Boehme  and  cites  the  estimate  which 
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men  like  Schelling,  Hegel,  Schleiermacher  and  Schopenhauer 
have  given  of  Boehme  as  an  original  thinker. 

Rochester  Theological  Seminary,  — A.  S.  Ramaker 

AUGUST  MESSER.  Philosophische  Grundleg^ung  der  alkohol- 
freien  Jugenderziehung.  Berlin.  Neuland-Verlag 
1927.  1  mark. 

A  philosophical  discussion  of  the  ethical  values  involved  in 
the  use  of  alcohol  and  an  earnest  plea  for  its  abolition,  especial¬ 
ly  with  the  young. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  — M.  M.  Nice 

DR.  PAUL  JAEGER.  Vorsehung.  Karlsruhe  Badische  Druckerei 

3  marks. 

The  author  feels  with  Professor  Hermann  of  Marburg  that 
if  the  gospel  is  to  be  preached  to  the  poor,  it  must  be  preached 
to  the  poor  cultured  folks  of  our  day.  He  addresses  himself  to 
that  task  with  a  Fosdick-like  solicitude  for  college  men.  He 
does  not  minimize  the  antinomies  of  faith  in  an  over-ruling 
providence.  Yet  in  a  stimulating  and  scintillating  series  of 
chapters  on  world-order,  evolution,  chance,  meaning  of  history, 
fate  of  the  masses,  difficulties  of  faith,  creative  freedom,  reason¬ 
able  action,  and  the  like,  he  lovingly  establishes  the  reason¬ 
ableness  of  belief  in  the  miracle  of  forgiveness  and  of  divine  con¬ 
cern  for  man,  as  over  against  fortuitous  trust  in  the  majesty  of 
chance. 

Rochester  Theological  Seminary.  — F.  W.  C.  Meyer 

NIKOLAJ  BERDIAJEW.  Der  Sinn  des  Schaffens.  Versucb 
einer  Rechtfertigung  des  Menschen,  Deutsch  von  Reinhold 

von  Walter.  Tubingen.  1927.  J.  C.  B.  Mohr  (Paul 
Siebeck).  Paper  12^marks,  linen  15  marks. 

Whereas  bygone  centuries  had  their  theodicees,  the  cultural 
crisis  of  the  20th  century  demands,  so  to  speak,  an  “anthropo- 
dicee,”  a  justification  of  man.  In  the  19th  century  an  extreme 
passive  adjustment  took  place  in  all  phases  of  life  and  culture 
Religion  became  so  steeped  in  tradition  that  godliness  became 
impossible  thru  her.  The  philosophy  of  materialism  and  posi¬ 
tivism  limited  itself  to  the  description  of  bare  facts.  Realism 
and  Naturalism  bring  art  under  the  laws  of  the  external  world. 
The  sex  problem  is  solved  without  invoking  love  and  is  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  sexual  act.  All  sociological  theories  together 
cannot  draw  the  veil  of  illusion  over  the  fact  of  the  isolation  of 
the  individual.  Hierarchical-imperial  as  well  as  democratic 
forms  of  government  have  become  to  a  greater  or  lesser  de- 
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f^ree  mechanical  constructs  witliout  the  livinjj  organic  nexus  ot 
a  people;  superstate  concepts  are  even  more  artificial.  In  all 
realms,  the  author  sees  a  chaotic  anti-cosmos,  the  complete  fail 
ure  of  creation  and  cowardly  conformation  to  mediocrity.  He 
glimpses  faint  signs  of  a  renewal  of  creation  in  all  realms,  hut 
only  in  the  Slavic-Russians  genius  does  he  discern  ti  e  mind  and 
will  necessary  to  the  realization  of  the  creative  level  of  humanity 
'File  author's  treatment,  especially  in  the  opening  chapters 
is  tinged  somewhat  too  stronglv  with  religious  motiv'ation  for 
our  occidental  minds.  The  criticism  as  well  as  the  constructive 
direction-giving  ideas  are  all  the  more  remarkable  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  the  hook  made  its  first  appearance  17  years  ago,  that 
is,  six-  years  before  the  aj)pearance  of  Spengler’s  “Decline  of 
the  West.”  Bergson’s  idea  of  the  creative  evolution  is  here 
thought  thru  to  the  end 
Elmhurst  College, 

Elmhurst,  Ill.  — F.  W.  Kaufmann 

F  ACKERKNECHT  Die  Erzvater  der  europaischen  Philoso¬ 
phic.  Friedrich  Nietzsche,  der  Prophet  der  schenkenden 
Tugend.  HANS  KERN.  Friedrich  Holderlin.  Stettiner 
Volkshochschule-Uebungshefte,  Heft  1-3.  Stettin. 

V^erlag.  “Biicherei  und  Bildungspflege.”  1927. 

As  the  subtitle  indicates,  these  three  pamphlets  are  intend¬ 
ed  as  syllabi  for  the  Peoples’  Universities.  The  authors  there¬ 
fore  make  no  claim  to  completely  rounded  texbooks.  They 
aim  to  give  the  most  important  source  inaterials  which  consti¬ 
tute  the  basis  of  the  course  in  each  case,  and  enough  comment 
on  these  to  bind  the  whole  together.  They  are  intended  to  en¬ 
able  the  student  by  means  of  ref^iew  to  live  the  course  over 
again.  This  explains  the  aphoristic  character  of  the  work. 
This  device  strikes  me  as  an  aid  to  study  worthy  of  emulation 
in  every  university.  Common  to  all  three  of  these  pamphlets 
is  the  pedagogical  aim:  to  educate  for  individual  and  national 
self-consciousness  and  to  overcome  the  extreme  rationalistic  civili¬ 
zation  of  the  pre-war  and  war  periods.  The  world  views  offered 
are  exceptionally  well  adapted  to  this  end:  tbe  view  of  the  pre- 
Socratians  is  the  intuitive  approach  to  Rationalism;  for  Holderlin 
and  Nietzsche  the  Greeks  are  the  leaders  on  the  path  that  leads 
from  the  quantitatively  inclined  Materialism  and  the  calculating 
LItilitarianism  of  this  time  to  a  new  and  more  naturally  intuitive 
view  and  a  more  heroic,  more  creative  morality,  from  microcos- 
mic  to  macrocosmic  experience. 
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In  a  prcposhcssiiif'  way  the  works  of  the  pre-Socrattatis  as 
well  as  the  works  of  Hohlerlin  and  Nietzsche  arc  hronjjl  t  under 
this  viewpoint  which  is  very  characteristic  of  the  momentary 
cultural  striving  of  (ierniany 

Elmhurst  College  -K,  VV.  Kaufmann 

OTl'O  \fOO(i  Driiben  steht  Amerika.  Braunschweig. Georg 
VVestermann.  1927 

During  the  fall  of  1926  the  author  of  this  hook,  with  a  num 
her  of  other  engineers,  spent  several  weeks  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  United  States  visiting  about  thirty  manufacturing  plants  in 
several  of  the  larger  cities  of  eastern  United  States.  The  book 
contains  his  reflections  upon  what  he  has  seen  and  heard  and 
his  reasons  why  the  United  States  is  industriall>  so  far  ahead  of 
the  European  countries,  especially  Germany. 

The  reason  does  not  lie  in  the  natural  wealth  of  the  country  or 
because  the  United  States  was  on  the  winning  side  in  the  World 
War  or  because  the  United  States  has  no  war  debts,  reparations, 
or  reconstruction  problems,  or  on  account  of  the  social  conditions 
or  jiolitical  form  of  government.  Moog  says  that  the  true  cause 
of  the  American  prosperity  is  the  spirit  of  the  people  themselves. 
This  hook  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pages  is  very  interesting 
m  its  naive  and  wondering  attitude  toward  things  American 
Occurrences  that  the  American  takes  for  granted  are  sources  of 
never  failing  wonder  to  the  author. 

He  says  that  the  Americans  are  fundamentally  different 
from  the  Germans  in  their  way  of  thinking;  they  believe  in 
making  every  industry  pay  its  own  way;  their  attitude  toward 
work  is  more  that  of  a  game  .or  sport.  The  author*  is  astonished 
at  the  small  number  of  officials  or  nonproductive  workmen  in 
charge  in  the  factories.  He  is  amazed  that  for  five  hundred 
hours’  work  the  workman  may  purchase  a  good  serviceable,  new 
automobile;  whereas  in  Germany  he  must  work  at  least  ten 
times  as  long  for  a  much  inferior  car.  Improving  an  automobile 
in  this  country  means  greater  efficiency,  mass  production,  lower 
cost  to  the  public.  In  Germany  it  means  a  larger  number  of 
models,  smaller  production  of  individual  models  and  greatly  in¬ 
creased  costs  to  the  public. 

As  long  as  the  Germans  look  to  Berlin  to  lead  them  out  ol 
their  difficulties,  they  will  continue  to  be  inferior.  This  looking 
to  Berlin  is  characteristic  of  the  people  who  have,  for  centuries, 
been  looking  to  ti  e  Kaiser  or  those  over  them  to  solve  their 
difficulties.  Berlin  cannot  help  them  but  they  themselves  can 
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and  must  help  Berlin  if  they  are  ever  to  ^et  upon  their  fee 
again. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — F.  G.  Tappan 

G.  LILLGE.  Radiotechnik.  Leipzig.  Philipp  Reclam.  1927. 

This  is  a  very  compact,  well-arranged  elementary  treatise 
on  the  subject  of  radio,  from  the  theoretical  as  well  as  the 
practical  viewpoint.  After  covering  the  elements  of  electricit> 
and  magnetism,  especially  as  relating  to  the  science  of  radio,  tin 
author  discusses  types  of  transmitting  and  receiving  equipment 
with  special  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  amateur  set-builder 
There  is  a  great  wealth  of  useful  information  collected  within 
the  covers  of  this  one  hundred  and  sixty  page  booklet  which  is 
of  handy  pocket  size  'The  circuit  diagrams  are  clearly  drawn 
and  well  explained  and  the  booklet  is  really  much  more  com 
prehensive  than  appears  upon  first  examination 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — F.  G.  Tappan 

EMIL  VAN  DER  BOOM.  Industrie  und  deutsche  Wirtschafts- 
polit’k.  Grundfragen  des  Wiederaufbaus  von  Wirtschaft 

und  Volksgemeinschaft.  M.  Gladbach.  Volksvereins-Ver- 

lag. 

This  is  a  monograph  of  114  pages,  with  an  appendix  cover 
mg  56  additional  pages  of  valuable  notes  and  statistical  tables 
It  is  an  excellent  piece  of  work,  one  of  the  best  of  its  kind  that 
has  appeared  in  recent  years.  The  statistical  material  covered  is 
prodigious  in  extent.  Out  of  this  rich  material,  the  author  has 
selected  and  arranged  50  significant  tables  setting  forth  in  a  con 
vmcing  manner,  the  essential  facts  in  the  rebirth  of  German 
industry,  finance  and  commerce  since  the  war. 

The  influence  of  American  industrial  organization  and  et 
ficiency  methods  on  German  thinking  and  upon  the  actual  re 
construction  of  their  industry  is  very  evident.  The  author  re 
fers  to  the  United  States  as  the  new  industrial  wonder  that  has 
come  to  yield  a  mighty  influence  on  the  world  market  as  hei 
home  markets  reach  the  saturation  point.  It  is  mainly  to  keep 
up  with  American  progress  that  Germany  is  readjusting  her  in 
dustries,  to  secure  the  advantages  of  our  efficiency  methods, 
large  scale  or  mass  production,  standardization  of  products,  and 
the  entire  program  now  known  as  “rationalization  of  industry.” 
Not  only  are  the  latest  ideas  being  utilized,  but  large  amounts  ot 
American  capital,  now  estimated  at  625  million  dollars  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  large  public  loans. 

But  there  is  here  no  mere  copying  of  foreign  models  and 
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forms.  What  is  under  way  is  a  fundamental  reorganization  of 
the  system  of  production  to  meet  the  new  world  conditions 
The  extent  of  these  changes  now  in  progress  in  world  in 
dustry  may  be  clearly  shown  by  some  statistical  facts  relating 
to  the  manufacture  and  export  of  machinery.  Before  the  war 
Germany  held  first  place  in  the  value  of  machinery  manufactured 
England  second;  and  America  third.  In  1926  the  order  of  these 
nations  was  exactly  reversed.  A  similar  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  value  of  machinery  exported.  America  in  1926  supplied 
3d. 8%  of  the  world  total  of  machinery  exports;  England  24.4'^^  . 
and  Germany  20%,  with  all  other  countries  supplying  20.87' 
Whereas  in  1913  Germany  exported  29%;  England  28.4%;  and 
-America  26.8%,  with  all  other  countries  supplying  17.8%.  These 
are  some  of  the  figures  that  are  causing  our  European  coni 
petitors  serious  concern,  even  apprehension 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Win.  A.  Schaper 

KURT  DIETRICH  SCHMIDT.  Die  Alkoholfrage  in  Ortho- 
doxie,  Pietismus  und  Rationalismus.  Berlin  Neuland-Ver- 
lag.  1927.  1  mark. 

riie  pamphlet  under  review  (23  pages)  is  one  of  an  expand 
mg  series  published  to  further  abstinence  from  alcoholic  bever 
ages,  by  a  number  of  pastors  who  have  formed  a  “Bund”  to 
achieve  that  end.  This  particular  number  is  an  historical  survey 
covering  three  consecutive  periods  in  Protestant  church  history 
in  Germany  in  which  it  is  shown  from  excellent  source  material 
how  prevalent  the  excessive  consumption  of  alcoholic  liquors 
has  been.  The  author’s  conclusion  is  that  the  present  fight 
against  King  Alcohol  will  not  promise  much  success,  unless 
the  attitude  of  the  masses  of  the  German  people  toward  the  evils 
of  intemperance  undergoes  a  radical  change 
Rochester  Theological  Seminary, 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  — Albert  J.  Ramaker 

ALFRED  THIEME.  Hammer  und  Herz.  Gedichte.  1926— 
HERMAN  CLAUDIUS.  Lieder  der  Unruh.  1926.— HERMANN 
CLAUDIUS.  Menschheits  Wille.  Dramatisches  Spiel  fur  grossen' 
Bewegungs-Sprechchor  samt  dem  Lied  um  die  Erde.  1926— 
KARL  BROEGER.  Der  Morgen.  Ein  Werk  fiir  den  proletarischen 
Sprechchor.  1925. — MAX  BARTHEL.  Die  MUhle  zum  toten 
Mann.  Erzahlung.  1927.— HENDRIK  DE  MAN.  Der  Sozialis- 
mus  als  Kulturbewegung.  1926 — KARL  KORN.  Die  Weltan¬ 
schauung  des  Sozialismus.  1927 — Aln^nach  des  Arbeiterjugend- 
Verlags  fiir  1925— Berlin.  1924.  Arbeiterjugend-Verlag 
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Altred  Thieme’s  lyrics  are  unsophisticated  in  form,  musical 
in  rhythm  and  have  the  true  ring  of  sincere  feeling.  But  the\ 
ire  unmistakably  the  work  of  a  beginner  who  as  yet  has  a  very 
limited  vocabulary  and  has  not  quite  mastered  his  technique 
Hermann  Claudius,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  mature  poet  with 
the  power  to  stir  his  reader  and  to  call  forth  rich  images  at¬ 
tacking  a  variety  of  subjects.  His  “Menschheits  VVille”  is  a 
dramatic  pageant  with  the  use  of  choruses,  written  mostly  in 
couplets.  It  deals  with  Social  Revolution  represented  symbolically 
to  bring  “Freiheit,  Freude,  Brudersinn”  through  the  sheer  will 
of  enlightened  humanity.  Karl  Broger  uses  very  nearly  the 
same  form  to  show  us  the  eagerly  awaited  Dawn  of  the  New 
Day,  the  Morning  of  Freedom  and  Justice,  personified  as  a  young 
girl.  “Die  Muhle  zum  toten  Mann”  is  a  war-story  consisting 
of  reminiscences  of  a  veteran  of  the  World  War.  The  episodes 
of  the  soldiers’  love,  friendship  and  battle  are  told  from  the 
point  of  view  of  an  intelligent  and  thinking  soldier  who  sees  the 
horror  and  futility  of  war.  Hendrik  de  Man  discusses  the  edu¬ 
cational  problems  of  the  Socialist  movement.  The  pamphlet 
•s  a  series  of  logically  connected  articles  written  with  a  con¬ 
vincing  lucidity  and  simplicity  and  stating  in  a  nutshell  the 
ideals  and  cultural  tendencies  of  socialsm.  Viewing  the  same 
subject  from  a  different  angle,  Karl  Korn  analyses  the  general 
outlook  of  .socialism.  His  pamphlet  requires  from  the  reader 
somewhat  more  maturity,  as  it  treats  philosophical  problems, 
though  in  an  elementary  way.  The  Arheiterjugend-Verlag  pub¬ 
lishes  a  variety  of  books  and  pamphlets  needed  for  the  educa 
tional  work  of  the  Socialist  movement.  In  “Almanach” — a  kind  of 
prospectus — for  1925  it  gives  a  collection  of  poems,  short  essays, 
and  extracts  of  longer  works,  as  a  sample  of  its  publications. 
wTich  are  not  restricted  to  those  dealing  with  socialism.  The 
little  book  is  an  attractive  and  interesting  anthology. 

Norman.  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Couri 

KARL  BAEDEKER.  Mittelitalien  und  Rom,  Handbuch  fiir 
Reisende.  Leipzig.  Karl  Baedeker  1927.  12  marks. 

This  latest  edition  of  the  Baedeker  guide  book  for  Central 
Italy  and  Rome  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  collection  of  up-to 
date  editions  of  these  guide  books.  The  older  editions  of  Baedeker 
do  not  fit  the  needs  of  the  traveler  of  today.  They  have  not  been 
adjusted  to  conditions  which  have  been  affected  by  the  World 
War.  This  has  so  radically  altered  conditions  of  government 
and  prices  for  railroad  service,  hotels,  and  food  that  any  older 
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<uide^  book  would  be  of  no  practical  value. 

The  explanatory  and  historical  sketches  of  the  topography 
and  history  of  ancient  Rome  have  been  carefully  retouched  by 
eminent  Germans  who  are  experts  i!i  their  respective  fields 
This  edition  contains  twenty-eight  maps  and  sixty-two  plats 
and  floor  plans  which  cover  every  place  of  interest  or  impor¬ 
tance  in  the  section  included  in  the  book.  The  large  map  ot 
Rome  is  excellent.  These  maps  and  plans  have  also  been  minu 
rely  examined,  corrected,  and  revised. 

Since  Rome  and  its  environs  are  the  destination  of  so  many 
tiavelers  of  varied  interests — especially  those  from  English-speak 
iiig  countries — it  seems  to  me  that  an  English  translation  or 
this  guide  book  should  soon  be  issued. 

University  of  Arkansas.  — Marguerite  Keller 

RICHARD  HARTMANN.  Im  Neuen  Anatolien.  Leipzig.  J.  ( 
Hinrichs’sche  Buchhandlung.  9  marks. 

ri.e  author,  a  professor  of  Turcology  and  Islamic  science  at 
Heidelberg,  made  a  trip  through  Asia  Minor  in  1926  with  his 
wife,  whose  help  was  invaluable,  and  describes  his  impression*- 
of  Constantinople,  Brussa,  Eski  Shehir,  Afiun  Kara  Hissar,  An 
gora,  Konia,  Adana,  and  Smyrna,  (the  Infidel).  Once, — in  the 
15th  century, — cradle  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  Anatolia  is  now  the 
home  of  the  modern  Turkish  Republic.  The  latter’s  future  do 
pends  largely  on  the  sturdy  peasantry  whose  social  and  religious 
life  has  been  rudely  shaken  by  Mustafa  Kemal  Pasha’s  modern 
izing  efforts.  The  romantic  and  picturesque  atmosphere  of  thr 
pre-war  days  is  gone:  the  Turks  are  being  westernized.  Young 
Turkey  plays  football,  dances  without  the  veil,  drives  Benz  cars 
wears  English  caps  instead  of  the  fez,  is  prosaic  and  business 
like.  The  author  tries  to  bridge  over  the  gap  between  the  pres 
ent  and  the  past  by  interesting  historical  resumes.  He  deplore^ 
the  absence  of  the  beautiful  products  of  native  industry.  Turk 
ish  inns  are  not  comfortable:  begging  globe-trotters  are  quit* 
common,  but  stealing  is  unknown.  Angora  is  the  center  of 
feverish  activity  in  American  styles.  Smyrna,  once  the  pridt 
of  .\sia  Minor,  is  in  ruins,  and  the  author’s  ignorance  of  Modern 
Greek  made  him  the  victim  of  a  wily  cabman.  The  professoi 
finds  Mustafa  Kemal’s  government  to  be  a  blessing  to  th« 
country,  and  his  outlook  on  Turkey’s  future  is  optimistic.  The 
style  at  times  is  heavy  and  uninspired,  but  we  can  trust  tin 
author’s  facts. 

Marquette  University.  -A.  R  Nyki 


5a  THE  UNIVERSITY  OK  OKl.AllOMA 

ERNST  F.  LOEHNDORFF.  Bestie  Ich  in  Mexico.  Stuttgart 
Verlejjt  bei  Dieck  &  Co.  1927. 

“My  book  is  neither  romance  nor  diary  nor  biography  bin 
;s  fabricated  from  all  three  ....  My  book  is  bizarre,  fantastii 
ind  full  of  adventure,  and  these  three  components  are  the  gar 
ments  of  truth,  for  truth  constantly  surpasses  the  wildest  fan 
tasy.”  Ernst  Ldhndorff,  adventurer,  day  laborer,  major  dome 
grocery  clerk,  wood  cutter,  and  coast  sailor,  si>ent  a  number  of 
years  in  revolution-torn  Northern  Mexico,  a  part  of  which  was 
among  the  Yaqui  Indians.  He  writes  familiarly  of  Francisco 
Villa.  Carranza.  Obregon,  Calles  and  others  among  whom  i> 
Esteban  Cantu,  former  Governor  of  Lower  California.  Lohn 
dorff’s  experiences  acquainted  him  with  the  peninsula  of  lower 
California,  still  one  of  the  least  known  regions  in  North  America 
and  with  the  Sierra  Madre  range  in  North  Mexico.  A  book  both 
readable  and  worth  reading. 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — C.  W.  riiornthwaite 

OSKAR  KOLLBRUNNER.  Treibholz,  Irrgange  eines  Ameri- 
kafahrers.  Frauenfeld  und  Leipzig.  Huber  &  Co.  1927. 

One  more  young  European,  who  coming  to  -America,  ex- 
iiects  to  pick  up  gold  on  the  sidewalks  of  New  York,  finds  out 
at  the  expense  of  much  unpleasant  experience  that  in  this  conn 
try  success  can  be  achieved  only  by  hard  and  tenacious  work 
The  autobiography  which  he  has  given  in  the  book  under  re 
view  is  far  less  interesting  than  the  well-known  memoirs  oi 
Americans  of  foreign  birth.  His  tramp-life,  his  tribulations  a<- 
a  dishwasher,  a  farm-hand,  and  a  beggar  are  the  commonplace^ 
of  American  immigration  literature.  The  sentimental  lyricisni 
with  which  the  work  is  permeated  cannot  v'eil  the  fact  that  tin 
author  has  little  original  to  say  of  the  United  States  in  which 
he  has  lived  for  a  good  many  years. 

Marquette  University.  — -Arpad  Steinei 

BALDER  OLDEN.  Ich  bin  Ich,  der  Roman  Carl  Peters.  Ber 
lin.  Universitas,  Deutsche  Verlag-Aktiengesellschaft.  1927. 

It  is  surprising  to  see  how  similar  the  fate  of  this  con 
<4uistador  Carl  Peters  is  to  that  of  La  Salle — both  of  a  boundles^ 
and  iron  energy,  both  undaunted  by  all  the  obstacles  thrown  it 
their  way,  both  reckless  in  their  calculations  and  in  their  daring 
but  both  unable  to  win  the  hearts  of  men  (“Dazu  fehlt  mir  der 
Schwung  der  Seele”)  and  thus  worn  and  used  up  by  petty  re 
sistance  and  ill-will  from  all  sides  and  finally  abandoned  and 
rejected  by  their  own  work.  The  relentless  account  of  Carl 
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Peters’  exploits  in  this  book  is  intensely  interesting  but  the 
tragedy  of  it  is  not  as  poignant  as  it  might  have  been  had  the 
author  been  able  to  imbue  the  reader  with  a  sympathetic  under¬ 
standing  of  the  necessity  of  these  colonial  enterprises.  As  it  is. 
we  take  an  impersonal  interest  in  the  man  as  a  phenomenon 
jf  the  eighties,  as  a  symbol  of  the  parvenue  Wilhelminian  era 
with  its  breathless,  uncoordinated  aspirations  and  aversions  and 
Its  typical  lack  of  humanity. 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise 

MAX  SPINDLER.  Joseph  Anton  Sambuga  und  die  Jugendent- 
wicklung  Konig  Ludwigs  I.  Aichach.  Lothar  Schiitte.  1927 

Sambuga,  a  Catholic  priest  whose  uneventful  life  is  presen 
ted  in  this  book,  was — from  1797  to  1803 — religious  instructor 
to  the  young  prince  who  later  became  King  Louis  the  First  of 
Bavaria. 

This  king,  in  his  amateurish  versatility,  reminds  one  fre- 
(juently  of  William  the  Second.  He,  too,  had  finally  to  abdicate 
the  reason  was  his  digressing  from  some  of  the  doctrines  of  hi*- 
former  teacher  jointly  with  the  dancer  Lola  Montez.  However, 
very  little  reference  to  King  Louis’  later  reign  is  found  in  the 
book. 

Its  most  interesting  part  is  that  containing  Sambuga’^ 
maxims,  which  mix  rationalistic-liberal  principles  with  those  of  a 
theocratic-absolute  government.  Sambuga  never  realized  the 
-■ontradiction  between  these  two  conceptions.  And  later,  they 
were  championed  by  his  royal  pupil. 

The  material  is  divided  into  four  chapters  dealing  with  the 
youth  of  Sambuga;  his  character;  his  activity  as  an  instructor 
ind  with  the  rest  of  his  life  w'hile  working  for  ultra-religioui- 
reaction.  Letters  and  maxims  are  added  in  two  appendices. 

One  misses  information  about  the  spiritual  and  materia 
conditions  of  the  circles  in  which  Sambuga  moved.  The  study 
as  a  whole,  resembles  in  some  way  the  product  of  that  un 
imaginative  kind  of  scholarship,  the  merciless  exactness  of  which 
is  mitigated  only  by  an  occasional  slide  into  monarchistic  ser 
vility. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kieii 

<1.  A.  BORGESE.  Die  Tragodie  von  Mayerling.  Eingelcitet  und 
iibersetzt  von  Laura  Maria  Kutzer.  Heidelberg.  Mcrlin- 
Verlag.  1927. 

For  the  present  generation  the  title  of  this  short  historic^ 
monograph  w’ill  mean  little  or  nothing  Older  i^eoplc,  howevt 
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will  recall  the  tragic  death  of  Crown  Prince  Rudolf  of  Austriii 
the  only  son  of  Emperor  Francis  Joseph,  at  Mayerling,  a  hunt 
pg-lodge  near  Vienna,  under  mysterious  rirenmstanres,  on  th< 
iVfh  of  January.  1889. 

Perhaps  no  other  occurrence  in  recent  years  has  called  out 
-Niich  a  flood  of  literature  of  all  sorts.  The  fad  that  the  Barones^ 
Mary  Vetzera,  eighteen  years  old,  l)eautiful  and  schwarmerisch 
w'as  found  dead  beside  him.  and  the  further  fact  that  the  Vienna 
court  kept  an  unbroken  silence  concerning  the  circumstances 
surrounding  and  leading  up  to  this  terrible  catastroiihe,  gave  rise 
!<•  the  most  fantastic  rumors  and  the  welcome  opportunity  for 
>candal-mongers  and  profit-seekers  to  i>rey  on  the  gullible  pub 
Hr  with  imaginary  and  fanciful  tales. 

Professor  Borgese  is  not  especially  concerned  about  the 
ictual  events  during  that  terrible  night  at  Mayerling — these  may 
he  cleared  up  in  a  later  period,  or  they  may  not — ^Imt  he  contends 
that  the  death-pact  with  Mary  Vetzera  was  not  the  common 
tragic  ending  of  a  hopeless  love-affair,  as  far  as  concerns  Rudolf 
hut  that  life  had  long  become  intolerable  to  him.  A  careful 
tnalysis  of  Rudolf’s  character  and  principles,  and  a  study  of  hi' 
life  and  activities  are  presented  by  the  author  to  establish  this 
la'iitention.  Crushed  by  a  despotic  father,  with  wdiom  he  disa¬ 
greed  in  every  way,  and  realizing  his  own  powerlessness,  Rudolf 
had  become  familiar  with  the  idea  of  suicide  as  the  only  possibb 
escape,  and  in  Mary  Vetzera  who  forced  her  love  on  him.  h« 
lound  a  willing  companion  on  the  last  journey. 

The  author  deserves  great  credit  for  his  determination  to 
destroy  the  mythical  and  romantic  aspect  of  Rudolf's  tragi* 
end,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  place  Rudolf  on  a  higher  plane 
IS  a  man  of  principles  and  convictions  of  his  own,  in  contrast 
TO  most  of  the  other  Hapsburgs,  even  if  it  may  appear  that  further 
researches  arc  necessary  to  convince  the  reader  completely. 
Indiana  University.  — Carl  Osthaus 

FRIEDRICH  VON  GAGERN.  Das  Grenzerbuch.  Von  Pfadfin 
dern.  Hauptlingen  und  Lederstriimpfen.  Berlin.  \'’erlags- 
buchhandlung  Paul  Parey.  1927.  12  marks. 

I'he  book  is  written  for  German  youth,  with  the  view  of 
giving  them  ideals  of  manhood.  Though  full  of  bloodshed  and 
cruelty,  it  is  nevertheless  good  reading  for  American  boys  of  high 
school  and  college  age.  It  consists  of  episodes  of  American 
pioneers’  struggles  with  nature  and  with  the  Indians,  bound 
rogether  by  popularly  written  discussions  concerning  historical 
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background,  causes  and  significance  of  the  events  portrayed, 
t'lear  and  interesting  illustrations  and  a  small  historical  map 
of  the  colonies,  territories  and  states  up  to  1814  greatly  enhances 
the  value  of  the  book. 

Norman,  Oklahoma.  — Sophie  R.  A.  Court 

(lEORG  HEER.  Marburger  Studentenleben  1527-1927.  Eine 
Eestgahe  zur  400  jahrigen  Jubelfeier  der  Universitat  Mar¬ 
burg.  Marburg.  Elwert.  1927. 

The  author  strictly  confines  himself  to  a  description  of  ti  e 
>tudent  life  during  these  four  centuries,  with  special  emphasis 
on  the  older  periods,  the  most  recent  period,  for  obvious  reasons, 
being  treated  rather  “stiefmutterlich.” 

If  the  dark  sides  of  the  student  activities  seem  vastly  pre¬ 
ponderating.  it  must  be  charged  to  the  preponderance  of  such 
accounts  in  the  extant  official  records  which  almost  exclusively 
ileaPwith  the  excrescences  of  student  life. 

But  even  with  this  allowance,  the  reader  will  be  perfectly 
lonvinced  that  no  student  of  the  present  time  need  feel  any 
yearning  for  “the  good  old  times.”  rather  should  he  be  grateful 
for  the  great  changes  that  have  taken  place. 

A  number  of  contemporary  illustrations  add  life  and  in¬ 
terest.  three  appendices  contain  some  data  and  statistics  con- 
•corning  student  societies,  and  a  bibliography  closes  the  volume 
Indiana  University.  — Carl  Osthaus 

E  HEM  EX.  Geschichte  des  judischen  Volkes  seit  der  Zerstorung 
Jerusalems.  2  Auflage.  Stuttgart.  Calwer  Vereinsbuchl  and- 
lung.  1927.  $4.25. 

To  write  a  history  of  the  Jewish  people  on  modern  line- 
or  historical  research,  when  that  narrative  covers  a  period  of 
nearly  twenty  centuries,  is  no  small  task.  Moreover,  it  includes 
difficulties  of  a  peculiar  nature.  For  the  narrative  is  the  record 
of  a  people  that  has  had  neither  a  country  nor  a  government  of 
Its  own  during  that  long  period;  it  was  scattered  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  earth  and  lived  among  them  as  “foreigners,”  always 
grossly  misunderstood  and  for  that  reason  subjected  to  merciless 
and  relentless  persecution  until  their  story  was  just  one  tragedy 
after  another.  The  sources  of  Jewish  history  consequently  are 
much  scattered  and  easily  lend  themselves  to  propaganda  or 
martyrologies,  and  some  histories  have  been  so  written.  But 
such  writings  are  not  history.  Professor  F.  Hemen  has  steadily 
kept  before  himself  the  larger  point  of  view  and  has  seen  the 
people  who,  in  spite  of  age-long  sufferings,  would  not  consent 
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to  be  merged  into  other  nations — a  people,  language  barriers 
and  cleavages  in  their  ancestral  religion  notwithstanding,  who 
still  believe  that  the  best  for  them  is  still  in  the  future.  He  has 
written  an  interpretative  history. 

When  the  first  edition  of  Dr.  Hemen’s  history  appeared  in 
1908,  it  was  rightly  pronounced  the  best  and  sanest  presentation, 
within  reasonable  compass  (400  pages),  that  had  been  written  up 
to  that  time.  After  twenty  years  that  judgment  still  holds  good 
The  book  has  been  made  even  more  serviceable  in  its  present 
second  edition  by  the  addition  of  Chapter  XVI  “The  Jews  and  the 
20.  Century”  (401-438),  written  by  O.  von  Herling  (Prof.  Hcmen 
having  since  died),  which  brings  the  history  up  to  date.  The 
historical  movement  leading  to  Zionism  is  a  special  and  valuable 
feature  in  this  new  edition  as  is  also  the  judiciously  expressed 
series  of  lessons  which  may  he  drawn  from,  the  two  thousand 
years  of  Jewish  history  (437-438L 

Rochester  Theological  Seminary.  — A.  J.  Ramaker. 

FRANZ  BLEI.  Glanz  und  Elend  beriihmter  Frauen.  Berlin 
Ernst  Rowohlt  Verlag.  1927. 

A  volume  of  short  sketches  of  distinguished  women,  written 
IP  a  pretentious,  paradoxical  and  unpleasant  style,  almost  bare  of 
concrete  information,  and  as  to  characterization,  confused  and 
confusing.  Though  some  are  labeled  medallions,  others  pastels, 
and  still  others  lithographs,  there  is  little  anywhere  which  could 
be  called  vivid  or  colorful.  The  women  are  the  Empress  Theo¬ 
dora.  Mechthild  of  Magdeburg,  Saint  Theresa,  Ninon  de  Lenclos. 
•Marie  Antoinette.  Georges  (sic!)  Sand,  Mata  Hari,  and  a  score 
of  others.  There  is  .a  fine  collection  of  portrait  illustrations. 

— R.  T.  H 

ERNST  HAECKEL.  Himmelhoch  jauchzend.  Erinnerungen  und 

Briefe  der  Liebe.  Dresden.  Carl  Reissner.  1927.  $2.50. 

The  young  Haeckel  was  an  almost  pathetically  seriou'i 
careful  and  anxious  person,  as  pure  and  nearly  as  lachrymose  as 
the  blonde‘;t  maiden  in  all  North  Germany.  He  loved  his  cousin 
Anna  Sethe.  and  during  an  engagement  of  some  four  or  five  years 
—they  were  not  married  until  he  had  attained  his  coveted  goal 
of  a  professorshij)  at  Jena — he  wrote  to  her  the  intense,  elabor¬ 
ately  phrased,  stiff,  charming,  reports  of  his  daily  doings  and 
thinkings  and  especially  feelings  which  constitute  this  volume 
Young  Frau  Haeckel  lived  only  eighteen  months  after  the  wed¬ 
ding,  and  the  letters  which  follow  her  death  show  that  the  youne 
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scientist  was  gifted  with  courage  as  well  as  delicacy  of  sentiment 

— R.T.  H 

P.  W.  SCHMIDT,  S.  V.  D.  Die  Sprachfamilien  und  Sprachen- 
kreise  der  Erde.  Mit  einem  Atlas  von  14  Kartcn  in  Lithographie. 
Heidelberg.  Carl  Winter’s  Universitatsbuchhandlung.  1926. 

A  fine  piece  of  linguistic  investigation.  It  is  a  treatise  on 
the  language  families  of  the  entire  world,  in  the  spirit  of  the  most 
modern  research  in  phonetics  and  general  philology.  It  has  been 
said  by  a  competent  critic  that  this  volume  will  open  a  new  era  of 
linguistic  research.  Part  I  discusses  the  linguistic  families  of 
the  world  and  the  history  of  their  study.  The  second  part  is  an 
elaborate  disquisition  on  families  of  language  in  their  relation 
to  culture  areas  and  types  of  culture.  Practically  the  entire  field 
of  noteworthy  linguistic  publications  of  the  last  half  century 
has  been  critically  appraised  in  this  epoch-making  volume. 

St.  Louis  University.  — Rev.  Albert  Muntsch 

OTTO  BEHAGHEL.  Von  deutscher  Sprache.  Aufsatze. 

Vortrage  und  Plaudereien.  Lahr  in  Baden.  Moritz 
Schauenhurg.  1927. 

Professor  Behaghel,  the  distinguished  master  of  historical 
grammar  and  the  history  of  the  German  language,  has  collected 
in  this  volume  eighty-four  articles  published  during  a  period  of 
nearly  fifty  years  in  different  periodicals  and  philological  jour¬ 
nals.  The  articles  vary  in  length  from  notes  covering  less  than 
half  a  page  to  essays  of  over  twenty  pages.  The  first  essay. 
“Die  deutsche  Sprache."  is  a  model  of  clearness  and  compact- 
liess  giving  in  popular  language  the  essentials  of  the  development 
of  German.  All  the  articles,  even  the  briefest,  contain  matters 
of  interest  to  the  student  of  German.  They  cover  a  wide  range 
from  the  oldest  period  down  to  the  use  of  the  dative  “e”  in 
modern  German  or  the  discussion  of  the  prepositional  phrases 
“auf  es”  and  “fiir  es.”  Behaghel  has  the  happy  faculty  of  writ¬ 
ing  on  linguistic  subjects  in  a  clear  and  animated  style.  The 
volume  unfortunately  lacks  an  index  of  words. 

Harvard  University.  — John  A.  Walz 

DR.  ALBERT  WAAG.  Bedeutungsentwicklung  unseres  Worts- 
chatzes.  Ein  Blick  in  das  Seelenleben  der  Wbrtcr.  Fiinftc, 
vermehrte  Auflage.  Lahr  i.  B.  Moritz  Schauenberg.  1926. 

A  new  somewhat  enlarged  edition  of  a  monograph  which 
has  long  been  a  standard  work  on  German  semasiology.  The 
changes  in  the  meaning  of  words,  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
chapters  in  linguistics,  are  illustrated  by  numerous  examples 
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from  German  with  parallel  cases  from  other  languages.  The 
iion-technical  language  of  the  book  makes  it  interesting  read¬ 
ing  for  any  one  desirous  of  studying  the  workings  of  the  human 
mind  in  the  use  of  words  There  is  a  complete  index  of  the 
words  discussed. 

Harvard  University  — John  A.  Walz 

KURT  WAGNER,  Deutsche  Sprachlandschaften.  (Deutsche 
Dialektgeographie.  Berichte  und  Studien  ueher  G.  Wenkers 
Sprachatlas  des  Deutschen  Reichs,  herausgegeben  von 
Ferdinand  Wrede,  Heft  XXIII).  Marburg.  N.  G. 

Elwert’sche  Verlagsbuchhandlung,  1927.  8  marks. 
Wagner’s  new  theory  of  dialects  is  one  of  the  results  brought 
about  by  collecting  material  for  the  “Sprachatlas  ties  Deutscheti 
Reichs.”  The  author  abandons  completely  the  old  view  which 
established  fixed  boundaries  between  single  dialects  and  tried 
to  find  physiological  reasons  for  them.  He  proves  instead  that 
the  dialects  are  living  beings  subjected  to  continuous  changes 
Some  of  these  are  inner  changes  made  possible  by  strong  ex 
tcrnal  boundaries;  they  were  at  work,  for  instance,  in  Eastern 
Prussia.  But  most  dialectic  changes  were  achieved  by  external 
impulses  which  originated  at  certain  centers  and  followed  the 
ways  of  traffic.  Where  commerce  was  met  by  distinct  obstacles, 
linguistic  boundaries  were  formed.  Naturally,  the  impulses 
grew  weaker  when  they  had  to  travel  a  longer  distance.  And 
S3  a  great  number  of  factors  have  to  be  reckoned  with  in  order 
to  explain  the  diffuseness  of  the  linguistic  boundaries  which  even 
today  are  in  continuous  change.  In  dividing  up  the  territor> 
into  dialects  one  can  rely  only  on  very  general  linguistic  tend 
encies. 

Wagner’s  book  furnishes  the  basis  for  any  further  discuss 
lors  on  German  dialect  provinces,  resulting  as  it  does  from  de 
cades  of  painstaking  recording.  Even  the  student  of  general 
civilization  will  be  interested  in  his  abandonment  of  linguisiu 
theories  based  on  physiology  for  theories  based  on  the  concep 
tion  of  an  autonomous  culture. 

New  York  University.  — Ernst  Rose 

EMIL  OTTO.  Elementary  German  Grammar.  Revised  by  Doug 
las  Yates.  Heidelberg.  1927.  Julius  Groos. 

.\lr  Yates  lias  lirougbt  this  widely-used  beginner’s  book 
up  to  date,  except  that  he  has  not  seen  fit  to  introduce  direct 
method  exercises.  He  has  rcvi.sed  the  chapter  on  pronunciation 
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and  standardized  the  phonetic  transcription.  The  connected 
prose  exercises  and  the  painstaking  grammatical  explanations 
and  paradigms  are  among  the  hook’s  most  attractive  features. 

— W.  A.  W 

KMIL  O  r  rO.  German  Dialogues.  Revised  by  G.  Albers.  Heidel 
berg.  1927.  Julius  Groos. 

This  revision  of  Otto’s  conversation  manual  was  necessita 
ted  by  post-war  conrlitions  in  Germany.  As  in  the  earlier  edi 
tion  the  book  contains;  1.  Easy  questions  and  answers  with 
English  translations.  2.  Questions  and  answers  on  different 
subjects  without  such  translations.  3.  Conversations  with  Eng 
lish  texts.  4.  Conversations  without  English  text.  5.  Fifteen 
classified  word  lists  each  followed  by  a  set  of  questions.  A 
general  vocabulary  with  page  and  line  references  to  the  Con¬ 
versations  would  make  the  book  more  helpful  as  a  manual. 

— \V.  A.  \V 

OSKAR  FCRTWAEXGT.EK.  Die  Uhrenmacher  im  Schwefel- 
dobel.  Ein  Hausbuch  dcs  hohen  Schwarzwaldes. 

Freiburg  i.  B.  Ernst  Ochs.  1024. 

.•\  record  of  life  in  the  southern  Schwarzwald.  particularl> 
during  the  fifties  and  sixties  of  the  last  century.  The  clock  in 
dustry,  for  which  the  region  has  long  been  famous,  looms  larg* 
in  the  account.  This  is  written  entirely  in  the  Alemannic  dia 
lect  of  the  region.  The  author  has  employed  a  quasi-phonetic 
presentation  of  his  speech  that  should  offer  no  difficulty  t(> 
those  who  possess  some  familiarity  with  the  southern  types  of 
German.  A  vocabulary  and  notes  added  by  the  editor  will  be 
found  of  great  assistance.  As  connected  narratives  in  dialect  are 
the  exception,  by  the  side  of  mere  i)l  onological  treatises,  this 
autobiographical  account  may  lay  claim  to  special  notice.  The 
tone  of  the  work  is  warmly  reminiscent,  and  suggestive  by  the 
detailed  enumeration  of  everything  the  author  could  recall,  even 
down  to  the  minutiae  of  the  old  Schwarzwaldhaus.  It  might 
be  mentioned  in  passing  that  students  o*'  Middle  High  German 
will  find  in  the  dialect  here  brought  to  their  notice  approximately 
the  language  of  Hartmann  von  Aue  in  its  modern  development 
Xew  York  ITiiversity.  — Frederick  H.  Wilkens 

I'GOX  WELLESZ.  Byzantinische  Musik.  Breslau.  Jedermann.*- 
Buecherei.  Verlag  Hirt.  1927. 

The  author  discusses  in  quite  a  thorough  manner  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  Byzantian  music.  He  traces  this  development 
through  the  various  stages  of  church  music  and  through  tl  e 
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ceremonials  of  all  kinds  of  state  functions  with  their  oriental 
background  and  later  oriental  influence.  The  rhythm  of  church 
verse  and  its  music,  the  three  kinds  of  notations  and  the  mod¬ 
ern  Greek  church  music  receive  full  attention.  The  outstanding 
feature  is  the  key  for  the  deciphering  of  old  manuscripts.  Many 
existing  errors  in  interpreting  these  documents  are  corrected 
and  quite  logically  exnlained.  The  historical  value  of  this  lit¬ 
tle  volume  is  quite  evident.  It  should  do  much  to  further  the 
interest  in  research  work  of  this  type. 

ITniversitv  of  Oklahoma.  — William  G.  Schmidt 

DR.  FRIEDRITH  NU'ECHTER.  Alb’'e''ht  Dur“r.  sein  Leben  und 
seine  Werke.  T.eipzig.  Fr.  Sevhold’s  Verlags- 
Ruel  handlung.  1927.  2.50  marks. 

An  excellent  picture  of  the  career  and  life  of  a  great  artist 
a-  well  as  of  the  period  of  history  in  which  he  Hv'ed. 

Haopy  circumstances  have  preserved  for  later  nenerations 
■nanv  letters  and  the  travel  diaries  of  .Albrecht  Durer  which 
•he  author  nnoles  so  often  and  at  surb  len(7th  that  at  the  end 
>f  the  volume  one  leaves  the  fascinating  honh  w'th  the  imnres 
•iion  of  an  autohiocrranhy  rather  than  of  a  hiogranhv.  Arrnrdinp 
•c  Durer’s  note  hooks  and  letters  the  life  of  an  artist,  four 
himdred  years  aeo.  was  in  most  instance*;  rot  verv  di'^ferenl 
•rom  that  of  an  arti«t  of  our  times.  Commissions  for  great  dec¬ 
orative  paintings  and  portraits  being  scarce  even  in  a  center  of 
irts  and  craft-;  like  Nuremberg,  be  had  to  make  a  living  with 
'he  i)roduction  of  cheaoer  works  of  art.  Purer  thus  created  a 
great  number  of  woodblock  prints  and  conper  plate  engravings 
which  he  sold  at  the  public  markets  and  fairs.  Thev  represented 
scenes  of  tbe  life  of  Christ  and  soon  became  so  famous  that 
•bev  were  counterfeited  in  Italv. 

With  tbe  financial  help  of  a  weabbv  friend  Purer  travelled 
•o  Venice  and  in  one  of  bis  letters  be  tells  proudly  bow  the  most 
famotis  painter  of  that  city.  Giovanni  Rellini.  praised  his  work 
His  description  f>f  Venice  could  have  been  written  todav.  Like- 
A'ise  the  exchange  of  letters  between  him  and  a  rich  hut  not 
highly  cultured  client  who  wants  a  painting  he  ordered  immedi- 
stelv  or  not  at  all! 

1520  he  goes  to  Antwerp.  He  is  now  fiftv  years  old  and 
the  most  famous  artist  in  Germany.  In  an  almost  impersonal 
way  and  with  great  modesty  he  tells  of  the  magnificent  re 
ception  which  city  and  state  gave  in  bis  honor,  “as  if  T  were 
»  great  man.’  and  how  the  artists  of  Flanders  invited  him  to 
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their  chib  houses,  to  discuss  with  him  through  the  night  the 
iifferent  technical  questions  of  painting  and  engraving. 

These  and  many  similar  stories,  told  by  Diirer  himself,  give 
'his  biography  a  very  rich  and  extremely  personal  touch. 

Fifty-one  fine  reproductions  of  jiaintings,  drawings  and 
■)rints  complete  the  work.  Ti  e  author  accompanies  each  with 
an  analysis  and  explanatory  notes  which,  though  elementary 
fulfill  certainly  the  imiiortant  mission  of  conveying  to  the  laymat 
'he  ^ubieties  of  artistic  composition,  design  and  technique. 

The  simple  hut  dignified  exteric'r  of  the  hook,  the  higl 
piality  of  its  reproductions,  of  print  and  type  make  it  rank 
imong  the  best  ]nihlications  of  this  kind.  .\nd  such  a  book 
'cl’s  in  (lermany  for  an  equivalent  of  only  sixty  cents! 

Denver  .‘\rt  Museum.  — .Arnold  Rdnneheck 

Die  Britcke.  Mitteilungen  <les  Dcut'^chen  \’’ortrag<-\’cr1>ande' 
fS't^  M.annheim'),  dcr  ricmeinniivigeu  \'eroinigung  zur  Pfleg* 
Deutscher  Kunst  e.  \'.  (Sitz  Berlin),  und  angeschlossener 
X'erhiinde.  Berlin.  H'mis  Markert.  Buch  und  Kunstdruckere' 

20  j)fennigs  the  copy. 

-A  .^0  page  monthly  devoted  to  German  literature,  art  am 
nusic.  Several  articles  on  Goethe  appear  in  the  first  “Sonder 
iiummer”  (June.  1927)  one  of  which  f  Dcr  hdchste  Angenhlick  ■ 
throws  new  light  on  Faust.  The  “Deutsche  Dichter-Gediichtnis 
'^tiftung”  has  a  section  in  each  issue.  The  magazine  does  no' 
feature  book-reviewing  although  a  few  short  comments  on  re 
■ent  books  appear  in  the  “Biicherschau’’  section. 

— W.A.W 

Der  Biicherwurm.  ^^onatsschrift  fiir  Bucherfretmde.  Leijtzig 
Finhorn-V'erlag.  Ten  numbers  per  year.  3  marks.  (Numbers 
1-9  of  Volume  12.) 

The  sub-title  indicates  the  nature  of  this  little  32-page  re 
view.  It  is  devoted  to  authors  past  and  present,  hook-chats 
irticles,  poems,  short  stories,  anecdotes,  brief  reviews,  and  classi¬ 
fied  lists  of  recent  publications.  Modern  art  supplies  interesting 
if  not  always  beautiful  illustrations.  The  material  is  varied 
original  and  attractive  both  as  to  form  and  content. 

—W.A.W 

KARL  BORROMAEUS  HEINRICH,  Eine  Auswahl,  mit  einer 
Einfiihrung  von  Eduard  Schroeder.  Bd-  12  der  Sammlung 

“Aus  neuerer  Dichtung  und  Kunst.”  M.  Gladbach.  1927. 

Fiihrer-Verlag  Gebunden.  4  marks. 

Heinrich  is  spoken  of  as  “the  most  eminent  poet  of  Cath 
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olic  Germany  today.”  (Flake).  The  present  volume,  prepared 
by  the  author  himself,  offers  complete  selections  from  his  out¬ 
standing  words;  “Menschen  von  Gottes  Gnaden,”  “Kasimir,” 
.ind  “Florian;”  one  of  his  “Legenden:”  an  essay  on  “Gorres,” 
and  a  selection  from  the  hook  “Maria  im  Volk.”  Eduard 
Srhroeder  prefaces  with  an  appreciation  of  Heinrich’s  work  and 
style. 

The  background  of  all  these  stories,  legends,  and  even  of 
the  article  on  Joseph  Gorres  is  the  fervent  religiosity  of  Hein¬ 
rich’s  nature.  .\n  intense  social  sympathy  yields  a  loving  con¬ 
sideration,  and  the  latter  deepens  the  insight  into  matters  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Volk.  In  this  way,  Gorres  is,  first,  a  lover  of  the 
plain  folk,  and,  second,  a  romanticist  who  listens  to  the  common 
heart-heat  of  the  folk  and.  together  with  Brentano  and  Arnim. 
places  emphasis  on  what  the  human  German  heart  gives  forth 
in  folk-songs,  fairy-tales,  legends,  and  all  those  mystic  runings 
that  make  folk-lore  so  fundamentally  vital  for  the  fathoming 
and  appraising  of  a  nation’s  character. 

The  language  in  these  selections  is  marked  by  a  beautiful 
clarity  and  simplicity  aiul  charm  that  easily  explain  the  folk- 
appeal  of  Heinrich’s  deeply  religious  art. 

University  of  Missouri.  — Hermann  Almstedt 

WILHELM  K.\SCH.  Eichendorff-Kalender  1927-28.  Ein  roman- 

tisches  Jahrbuch.  Aichach.  Lothar  Schiitte.  5  marks. 

This  “romantisches  Jahrbuch,”  edited  by  Wilhelm  Kosch 
who  is  well-known  thru  his  historisch-kritische  Ausgabe  of 
Eichendorff’s  works,  contains  in  tw’o  hundred  pages  considerable 
material  of  interest  not  only  to  the  casual  reader  but  also  to 
the  student  of  romanticism.  The  grandson  of  the  poet,  Karl 
Freiherr  von  Eichendorff,  has  contributed  “Begegnungen  und 
Gesprache  mit  Eichendorff.”  Adolf  Dyraff  reports  that  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  grandson  has  recently  published  a  complete  biblio¬ 
graphy,  “Ein  Jahrhundert  Eichendorff-Literatur.”  He  further 
mentions  the  widely  read  translations  that  have  been  made  of 
Eichendorff.  Of  interest,  too,  is  the  section  dealing  with  the 
setting  to  music  of  his  poems  by  the  Swiss  Othmar  Schoeck 
In  addition,  an  account  is  given  of  “Washington  Irving  im 
Rheinland,”  Lenau’s  “Postilion,”  etc.  The  editor  closes  the 
book  with  a  “Jahresumschau”  dealing  with  recently  published 
books.  Four  “Kunstbeilagen”  und  a  “Notenbeigabe”  give  the 
book  additional  charm. 

Indiana  University.  — E  P  Appelt 
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I U LIUS  BAB.  Shakespeare,  Wesen  und  Werke.  Stuttgart 
Union  Deutsche  Verlags-gesellschaft. 

Julius  Bab  is  a  good  friend  of  BOOKS  ABROAD  (See  his 
useful  article  on  “The  German  Drama  in  1926”  in  our  July 
number).  But  even  less  personal  good-will  than  ours  could 
not  deny  him  a  place  with  the  most  important  critics  of  the 
generation.  His  “Goethe,”  his  “Richard  Dehmel,”  his  long  list 
of  books  and  articles  on  the  German  drama,  are  constantly 
well-informed,  judicious  and  interesting.  The  young  Bab  of 
the  young  century  was  a  playwright,  so  that,  Lessing-like,  he 
has  aided  the  German  theater  with  both  precept  and  example 
Moreover — a  fact  which  adds  significance  to  the  book  l)ffore  us  — 
voung  playwright-Bab  was  an  ardent  disciple  of  the  Bard  of 
Avon.  The  uniquely  interesting  feature  of  this  study  of  his 
master  is  Bab’s  contention  that  creative  artists  since  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century  can  be  in  a  measure  known  by  their  attitude 
toward  Shakespeare — that  the  anti-Shakespeares,  Voltaire,  Tol¬ 
stoi,  Shaw,  are  by  that  attitude  labeled  as  of  radically  other  stuff 
than  the  pro-Shakespeares.  ('Joethe.  Hebbel,  Swinburne. 

— R.  T.  H 

.ADALBERT  SCHMID'I.  Ein  Unbekannter  Grosser.  Zum  20 
Todestage  Wilhelm  Holzamers.  Vienna  and  Leipzig.  Wil¬ 
helm  Braumuller.  1927.  l.SO  marks. 

“This  pamphlet  was  written,”  states  its  author,  “not  on  Hol- 
zamer  but  for  him.”  Wilhelm  Holzamer,  a  son  of  his  beloved 
Hessian  Rhine  district,  has  published  in  rapid  succession  vol¬ 
umes  of  poetry  (noticeably  influenced  by  Gustav  Falke  and 
Heine),  essays,  a  drama,  novelettes  and  several  novels,  between 
1898  and  1907,  when  he-  died  in  Berlin  at  the  age  of  37.  He  is 
almost  forgotten  today.  His  novel,  “Der  Entgleiste,”  published 
posthumously  in  1912,  and  now  out  of  print  like  most  of  the 
others,  seems  certainly  to  deserve  re-printing. 

The  honest  author  of  our  pamphlet,  well-meaning  but  en¬ 
thusiastic,  attempts  not  merely  to  present  Holzamer’s  work 
but  to  evaluate  it  critically. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien 

HEINRICH  SPIERO.  Die  Heilandsgestalt  in  der  neueren 
deutschen  Dichtung.  Berlin.  Eckart  Verlag.  Cloth,  6  marks. 

This  is  not  a  mere  anthology.  It  is  a  historical  and  spir¬ 
itual  survey  of  former  and  present  lyricists’,  dramatists’,  and 
novelists  ’  interest  in  the  Redeemer  of  mankind.  Mostly  all  of 
the  well-known  German  poets  are  marshalled  to  bear  their  testi- 
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mony  to  the  uni(|ucness  of  the  influence  of  Christ  on  tlieir  think 
ipj;.  and  quite  a  nuniher  of  less  familiar  authors  are  vocal  in  th> 
irstructive  concert.  Pietism,  rationalistn,  classical  humanism 
'I 'nianticism.  radicalism,  pessimism,  naturalism,  socialism,  and 
modern  mysticism  are  all  permitted  to  voice  their  varied  anr 
vigorous  notes  in  this  most  readable  and  incentive  collocation. 
Rochester  Theological  Seminary.  — F.  \V.  C.  Meyer 

I'HOM.-XS  M.\NN.  Liibeck  als  geistige  Lebensform.  Lubt  cV 
Otto  Quit/o\v  \*erlag.  192f).  .vSO  marks. 

Thomas  Mann,  into  whose  pensive  per>ona'ity  so  man\ 
Soutli  and  West  Euro]H'an  traces  are  blended  that  his  bfe,  t» 
i  hitrli  fbgree.  represents  a  struggle  to  assert  before  himself 
and  before  tl  e  world  .'it  large  his  birth-right  in  the  venerahl* 
md  j)rovincial  Nt>rth  Cicrman  town  of  Inibeck — here  he  speak- 
ts  a  triumphant  victor. 

He.  who  for  a  long  time  was  disregarded  by  his  home  town 
on  Tune  5,  1939.  at  the  celebration  of  the  700th  year  of  th^ 
‘Free  and  Hanseatic  Town  of  I.uheck,’’  was  officially  invited 
to  he  one  of  the  speakers. 

It  is  the  speech  of  a  comiueror.  who.  after  the  battle  i.*- 
over,  raises  his  beaver  and  smilingly  tells  why  he  ha*!  to  win  and 
how  glad  he  is  he  did.  For  Thomas  Mann  can  bear  anything 
but  loneliness.  Therefore  he  rates  extremely  high  the  hono’ 
conferred  utton  Germany’s  foremost  writer  bv  his  being  invite^ 
by  a  middle-si/ed  town  of  well-to-do  conservative  bttsiness  pet’ 
pie. 

There  are  old  memories  in  this  speech  and  some  det.'iils  o’ 
a  spiritual  autobiogra])hy  of  the  speaker.  “Liibeck  as  a  forn 
O'  spiritual  life” — that  is,  the  longing  of  the  "adventurer  of  tin 
soul.”  of  the  lonely  one,  surrounded  by  all  the  horrors  of  rela 
tivity.  for  ascertained  values,  for  well  known  faces,  and,  mos' 
of  all.  for  a  home.  Once  he  had  conjured  them  up  in  “Btidden 
brooks,”  and  had  lost  them  once  more.  .About  the  origin  of 
“Buddenbrooks,”  as  to  how  deeply  he  felt  the  urge  to  lend  con 
tinuous  existence  to  the  Lubeck  of  his  childhood,  he  gives  inter 
esting  information  in  this  speech.  And  he  who  wants  further 
knowledge  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  discover  the  current  it) 
Thomas  Mann’s  broad  bed  of  quiet  prose. 

But  the  speech  takes  another  turn.  Suddenly,  while  the 
author  had  just  acknowledged  with  emotion  the  common  feel 
ing  existing  between  him  and  all  true  representatives  of  Ger 
man  “Burger,”  we  are  aware  that  his  voice  has  risen  and  th» 
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pleasant  acknowledgement  of  unity  grown  into  a  demand,  a 
proud — a  very  proud — declaration  of  creative  loneliness  which, 
at  the  end,  hardly  professes  to  be  more  than  an  appeal  for  the 
expression  of  spiritual  humanity. 

Thomas  Mann  speaks  in  his  characteristic  style,  with  a 
trace  of  humor  underneath  and,  at  times,  with  noticeable  ef¬ 
forts  to  be  clear.  He  speaks  in  the  tone  of  a  man  who  is  quite 
pleasantly  struck  with  his  own,  interesting  personality. 
University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien 

EDUARD  ARENS.  Werner  von  Haxthausen  und  sein 
Verwandtenkreis  als  Romant’ker.  Aichach.  Lothar  Schiitte 
Verlag.  1927.  4  marks. 

Professor  Arens  presents  another  interesting  piece  of  in 
vestigation  centering  around  Annette  von  Droste  Hiilshoff  and 
Her  maternal  ancestors.  The  book  consists  of  brief  chapters 
lealing  with  the  Haxthausen  family  circle,  their  home  life,  and 
fheir  literary  activities.  Werner,  August  and  Franziska  Hax- 
tfiausen.  and  Annette  von  Droste  are  the  subjects  of  the  most 
important  chapters.  In  each  chapter  there  are  poems  written 
>y  or  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  chapter.  Romantic  influences 
tnd  tendencies  are  dominant  in  the  poems  presented.  A  re¬ 
cently  discovered  diary  of  the  early  nineteenth  century  furnishes 
valuable  material  as  to  the  Haxthausen  family,  and  proves  that 
ertain  poems  previously  credited  to  .Vnnette  were  not  written  h> 
her.  The  hook  is  valuable  to  students  interested  in  .^nnettt 
von  Droste  and  in  the  Romantic  movement. 

Bates  College.  — A. N. Leonard 

ABRAHAM  A  SANCIW  CLARA.  Der  Narrenspiegel.  Neu 
herausgegehen  durch  Professor  Dr.  Karl  Bertsche.  M. 

Gladhacli.  \'’olksvereins-Verlag,  1925. 

This  is  an  attractive  reprint  of  one  of  the  last  works  written 
ly  the  celebrated  Austrian  friar  and  court  preacher  at  Vienna 
\hraham  a  Sancta  Clara,  the  man  who  served  Schiller  as  a 
model  for  the  Capuchin  in  “Wallenstein’s  Lager.’’  Ti  e  work 
first  appeared  at  Niimherg  in  1709.  The  original  title,  loo  long 
to  be  quoted  in  full,  begins  “Centi-folium  Stultorum  in  Quarto 
oder  Hundert  .Aushiindige  Narren  in  Folio’’  etc.  Of  the  one 
liundred  illustrations  of  the  original  edition  the  most  character- 
stic  ones,  forty-six  in  all.  have  been  reproduced.  The  editor  has 
nserted  in  the  text  explanations  of  \)rovincial,  archaic  and  for¬ 
eign  words,  for  the  volume  is  i)riniarily  intended  for  the  general 
•^eader  Like  most  annotators,  however,  Professor  Bertsche 


72 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


scmetimes  explains  where  no  explanation  is  needed  atui  omits 
i  note  where  it  would  be  most  welcome. 

The  “NarrenspieRel”  is  a  lineal  descendent  of  Sebastian 
Grant’s  celebrated  “Ship  of  Fools.”  It  reflects  the  life  and  man 
ners  of  Austria  during  the  seventeenth  century,  but  as  huinar 
folly  remains  substantially  unchanged  throughout  the  ages, 
•here  are  many  links  connecting  the  work  with  the  past  and 
with  the  present.  The  pictures  Abraham  draws  of  the  ‘‘build 
mg  fool,”  the  “credit  fool.”  the  ‘‘portrait  fool”  read  like  modern 
satires.  We  may  be  under  the  impression  that  the  art  of  “salt¬ 
ing”  mines  is  an  accomplishment  of  the  Western  hemisphere 
but  from  the  description  of  the  “mining  fool”  we  learn  that 
the  art  was  not  unknown  in  seventeenth  century  .Austria.  In 
his  ‘‘jealous  fool”  Abraham  even  suggests  the  idea  of  a  year’s 
trial  marriage,  just  as  monks  and  nuns  spend  a  year  of  probation 
before  entering  the  order,  but  he  rejects  the  idea,  for  few  would 
then  will  be  willing  to  enter  upon  a  union  for  life. 

The  work  on  the  whole  is  entertaining,  not  the  least  enter 
raining  because  behind  all  the  puns,  rhyming  phrases,  tricks  oi 
language  and  funny  stories  we  feel  the  essential  seriousness  of 
the  author.  There  is  kindliness,  common  sense  and  love  ot 
mankind  in  this  work  that  disarms  criticism,  though  .\brabam  <> 
Sancta  Clara  is  in  no  sense  a  representative  of  the  new  irlea^ 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  Nor  do  we  find  here  that  religiou- 
fanaticism  and  bigotry  that  mars  so  much  of  his  earlier  work 
Old  age  and  the  feeling  of  the  approaching  end  seem  to  have 
mellowed  this  doughty  champion  of  the  Roman  church.  Polish 
of  form  and  refinement  of  e.xpression  we  must  not  look  for  in  Ger 
rnan-Austrian  literature  of  the  early  eighteenth  centtiry.  but 
there  is  no  lack  of  force  and  vitality. 

Harvard  University.  — John  A  Wab 

CHRISTIAN  MORGENSTERN.  Mensch  Wanderer.  Gedidn. 
aus  den  Jahren  1887-1914.  Mimchen.  1027.  Verlag  R  Piper 
Co.  4,  6  and  7  marks 

Christian  Morgenstern  has  been  ([noted  as  saying:  “1  an 
always  in  a  mood  to  create  but  I  am  not  inclined  to  bothei 
about  my  old  ‘things’  like  a  secretary.”  Perhaps  we  have  here 
a  i)resentiment  of  his  untimely  death  which  urged  him  on  to 
produce,  confident  that  faithful  hands  would  take  care  of  his 
literary  estate.  We  may  thus  account  for  the  rich  store  of  these 
posthumous  gleanings  of  lyrics,  following,  as  they  do.  the  gro 
tesques  of  “Palma  Kunkel”  and  “Der  Gingganz.”  the  aphori.sms 
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of  “Stufen”  and  the  “Epigramme  und  Spriiche.”  The  poet’s  best 
friend  Michael  Bauer  and  his  devoted  wife  Margareta  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  present  collection  in  chronological  order. 

The  wedding-year  of  1908  yields  most, — supplementing,  as 
we  might  expect,  the  love-poems  contained  in  “Ich  und  Du." 
rhe  second  decisive  experience  in  our  author’s  life,  his  conver¬ 
sion  to  Rudolf  Steiner’s  Anthroposopl  y  (reflected,  as  we  know. 
Ill  his  last  opus  ‘‘VVir  fanden  einen  Pfad’’)  finds  a  no  less  touch¬ 
ing  expression:  "Welt, — du  armer  Mensch,  der  du  nicht  weisst. 
was  hier  ininitten  deiner  sich  begibt  .  .  Those  readers,  how¬ 
ever,  who  expect  to  find  new  material  after  the  style  of  "Galgen- 
lieder"  and  "Palmstroem”  will  be  disappointed:  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  as  in  "So  sagt  der  Ort,’’  his  verses  are  of  a  lofty,  re¬ 
ligious  character,  "Leben  ohne  Antwort,’’  in  Heine’s  vein,  and 
the  Kellerian  “Abendstrophe”  deserve  especial  mention;  as  well 
as  the  immaculate  "Abschied’’  and  the  typically  Morgensternian 
"Ein  Traum,"  where  he  accepts  responsibility  for  a  girl’s  sui¬ 
cide  he  had  never  known. 

Nomen  est  omen:  "Ja,  von  jenem  Friihgestirne,  das  die 
Morgenwandrer  kennen,  fiihl’  ich  mir  in  Herz  und  Hirne  einen 
Funken  brennen,’’ 

New  York  l^niversity  — Frederick  L.  Pfeiffer 

RICHARD  ZOOZMANN,  Franziskus-Legenden:  Ein  Buch  der 
Andacht  und  Freude.  Karlsruhe.  Badenia  G.  4  marks. 

Having  translated  Dante  into  German  and  made  extensive 
studies  in  Italian  literature,  it  was  perhaps  inevitable  that  this 
capable  and  assiduous  scholar  should  be  drawn  to  the  Legends 
of  Saint  Francis.  He  here  sets  forth  in  facile  German  verse 
the  most  popular  and  significant  stories  of  the  Poverello  and 
the  leading  episodes  in  the  life  of  the  man  whose  personality 
has  so  strangely  fascinated  devotees  of  all  faiths  and  of  no  faith 
The  second  part  of  the  book  contains  Dante’s  beautiful  tribute 
to  Saint  Francis  in  the  Paradiso,  Italian  and  German  on  oppo¬ 
site  pages.  The  same  satisfying  process  is  followed  with  "Dies 
Irae’’  of  Thomas  of  Celano  and  the  "Stabat  Mater"  and  other 
poems  of  Jacopone  da  Todi,  Zoozman  succeeds  remarkably 
well  in  the  difficult  task  of  preserving  the  meter  of  the  original 
Latin  in  his  German  version  of  the  great  hymns;  but  he  re¬ 
frains — and,  I  think,  wisely, — from  attempting  to  reproduce 
Dante’s  terza  rima.  The  appended  notes  are  filled  with  sugges¬ 
tive  information.  Few  books  of  less  than  two  hundred  pages 
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convey  so  much  of  Francis  and  the  Franciscan  contrihution  to 
literature. 

St.  Mary’s  College,  Oakland,  California  — Brother  Leo 

HANS  RICHTER.  T  1000.  Roman  eincs  RiescnflugzeugP‘« 
Hannover.  Adolph  Sponholtz  Verlag  G.  m.  h  H.  Ganzleinen 

5.50  marks. 

A  novel  for  those  who  are  interested  in  the  esta!)lishnu  iit  o: 
fixed  airlines  over  the  entire  earth,  not  aiming  to  create  nev 
records  but  to  transport  passengers  and  mail  in  safety  from  one 
part  of  the  globe  to  the  other.  Here  is  the  T  1000,  a  giant  air 
'hip  launched  on  its  maiden  trip  from  Berlin  to  Tokio.  In 
chauvinistic  tendency  the  stress  is  laid  upon  the  German  am 
biton  to  govern  the  air.  England’s  attempt  with  the  “Leviathan.’ 
another  airshij)  of  the  author’s  fancy.  i«  therefore  brought  for 
ward  as  coming  to  a  pitiful  downfall  when  trying  to  make  a 
new  record.  Indeed  that  unfortunate  vessel  could  onl}'  reach 
Its  destination  after  the  author’s  hero-aviator  Gunther  Truckbrott 
generously  has  brought  it  per  T  1000  a  supply  of  the  needed 
parts  for  repair  from  Croydon.  In  the  end  all  the  chief  actors  in 
the  rather  thin  plot  travel  happily  off  to  Tokio  in  the  now  complet 
ed  T  1000. 

University  of  Oklahoma  — Adrian  WynnobU 

MARIA  POGGEL-DEGENHARDT.  Konigin  Vashti.  Roman 

aus  der  Zeit  Esthers.  Hildesheim.  Franz  Borgmeyer. 

Fine  motivation,  a  deep  feeling  for  exotic  background,  and 
superb  characterization  are  brought  to  bear  in  this  modern 
version  of  the  Book  of  Esther.  Throughout  the  work  Vashti 
reveals  herself  as  the  ideal  of  pueenship  and  womanhood.  One 
i.s  reminded  of  Iphigenia.  Aside  from  saving  her  people,  the 
vain  and  beautiful  Esther’s  chief  merit  lies  in  recognizing  that 
she  can  never  take  the  place  of  the  deposed  queen.  Abundant 
epigrammatic  dialogue  with  sparing  but  telling  use  of  imagery 
adds  to  the  dramatic  effect  of  the  story 

— W.  A.  W 

WILHELM  VON  POLENZ.  Wald.  Novelle  Leipzig.  Philipp 
Reclam,  jun.  1.20  marks. 

A  small  unpretentious  book  of  150  pages,  a  “triangle”  in 
which  the  characters,  however,  are  portrayed  by  a  master  hand 
The  “Wald”  itself,  at  first  merely  somber  and  threatening,  all 
at  once  changes  as  if  by  magic,  and  exhales  a  perfume  as  the 
young  woman  glides  through  it  at  tbe  side  of  her  lover. 
Oklahoma  College  for  Women.  — Margaretha  Ascher 
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(3TTO  ANTHES.  Heinz  Hauser.  Ein  Schulmeisterleben. 
Leipzig.  Diirr’sche  Buchhandlunpr.  1927.  3.90  and  5  marks. 

A  most  interesting  story  of  the  sorrows  and  joys,  friends 
and  enemies,  discouragements  and  rewards  of  the  school  master's 
Hfe,  bringing  in  all  imaginable  varieties  of  the  teacher,  but  chief¬ 
ly  concerned  with  a  high-minded  youth  who  finds  happiness  at 
last  in  his  chosen  work. 

Columbus.  Ohio  — Margaret  M.  Nice 

HANS  REEPEN.  Kinder  der  Steppe.  Mit  vielen  Kohle-  und 
Federzeichnungen  von  H.  Ant.  Aschenborn.  Hamburg. 

Hanseatische  Verlagsanstalt.  1927. 

The  author  of  this  novel  is  the  editor  of  the  “Afrika- 
riachrichtcn,”  a  journal  established  for  the  cause  of  the  German 
colonies.  He  spent  many  years  in  German  East  Africa  before  the 
World  War.  played  an  activ'e  part  in  the  dei^ense  of  that  colony, 
ind  was  taken  prisoner.  In  this  loosely  constructed  novel  he  has 
reproduced  his  own  experiences.  The  spell  tha<  Africa  and 
the  children  of  the  steppes  have  cast  upon  the  European  is  the 
motif  of  the  tale.  A  pensioned  German  officer,  who  goes  to 
\frica  to  forget  his  native  country,  becomes  so  wrapped  up  in 
the  new  “Heimat”  that  not  even  the  expulsion  from  it  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  war  can  keep  him  away.  The  sketches  and  charcoal 
drawings  give  the  reader  a  pleasing  impression  of  the  charm 
^f  that  country  and  its  people. 

Washington  University.  — Richard  Jente 

LARSEN-LF.DET  und  HARALD  BERGSTEDT.  Narren- 
Land.  Ein  Roman  aus  der  Gergenwart.  Aus  dem  Danischen 
iibertragen  von  Reinhard  Kraut.  Berlin.  Neuland-Verlag. 

In  this  very  unique  book,  which  has  been  translated  into 
four  languages.  Larsen-Ledet  and  Bergstedt  have  succeeded  in 
giving  a  semblance  of  unity  to  a  series  of  panoramic  views  by 
making  each  picture  help  the  young  poets,  Einar  Skov 
and  Jens  Vigen,  in  their  search  for  the  “Apis”  of  the  new  age 
However,  if  the  authors  have  not  given  us  one  connected  story, 
they  have  given  us  the  outlines  of  many,  with  the  great  war,  the 
struggle  for  a  new  social  order,  and  the  world  conflict  between 
the  “Wets”  and  the  “Drys”  in  the  background.  The  reader’s 
interest  is  sustained,  among  other  things,  by  the  succession  of 
ludicrous  situations  and  true  pathos,  extreme  naturalism  and 
poetic  fancy,  biting  satire  and  gentle  humor  The  book  con- 
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tains  too  much  preaching;  but  even  this  does  not  destroy  its 
fascination. 

Phillips  University.  — Harry  V.  E.  Palmblad 

OTTO  BRUES.  Jupp  Brand.  Berlin.  Buhncnvolkshnndverlag 

1927. 

This  book  is  called  ‘the  novel  of  a  new  generation.'  It  nia> 
be  full  of  convictions  and  resolutions  of  this  young  generation, 
and  its  representatives  are  good  and  courageous  and  very  young, 
but  they  are  also  very  loquacious,  and  because  they  hav'e  so  main 
ccnvictions  it  is  hard  to  remember  them  all  especially  since  they 
are  proffered  with  such  unyouthful  unction,  reminding  one  of 
Gustav  Frenssen.  The  first  chapter  is  exceptionally  promising, 
hut  after  about  one  hundred  pages  I  had  to  give  up  for  sheer 
lack  of  interest — an  experience  I  do  not  have  very  often. 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise 

HANS  SCHOENFELD.  Karl  Ludwig  Sand.  Berlin  Wasser 
vogel  Verlag. 

Karl  Ludwig  Sand  w’as  the  murderer  of  the  dramatist  and 
political  spy  August  von  Kotzebue.  The  novel  does  not  sue 
ceed  in  arousing  a  genuine  interest  for  the  young  fanatic  nor  in 
creating  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  problem  of  political 
murder. 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Feise 

EDWARD  STILGEBAUER.  Der  Yankee.  Graz  and  T.eipzig 
Leykam-Verlag.  1926.  $1.85. 

An  American  captain  of  industry  undertakes  to  reorganize 
disorganized  industrial  Germany.  Unfortunately  the  author, 
though  he  may  know  something  about  industry,  knows  little 
about  Americans  and  Americans  are  his  outstanding  characters 
Besides  the  industry,  there  is  love  and  adventure  of  a  conven¬ 
tional  sort,  making  a  readable  novel  but  scarcely  a  significant 
one. 

R.  T.  H 

FRIEDRICH  GRIESE.  Winter.  Roman  Berlin-Liibeck- 
Leipzig,  Otto  Quitzow.  1927. 

This  novel  in  three  chapters — “Der  Knecht,”  “Die  Zeichen." 
and  “Die  Erfullung” — describes  the  peasant  life  of  a  small  viV 
lage  in  northern  Germany.  It  is  a  time  of  great  distress  and 
famine.  At  times  the  story  is  very  gripping  and  the  suspense 
is  well  sustained.  Tradition  and  superstition  are  the  prominent 
factors  in  the  lives  of  these  people. 

Griese’s  diction  is  rugged  and  sincere.  His  characters  are 
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elemental  and  yet  familiar.  The  brutal  frankness  of  nature  with 
which  they  are  constantly  battling  forces  upon  them  the  in¬ 
evitable  fate. 

Smith  College.  — Carl  F.  A.  Lange 

MAX  DREYER.  Das  SympathiemitteL  Eine  nie  werdende 
Geschichte.  Leipzig.  L.  Staackmann.  1927.  1.50  and  3  marks. 

One  of  Max  Dreyer’s  inimitable  sea-stories.  Heinrich  Rhode, 
a  strong  and  daring  fisherman,  can  drink  all  his  associates 
under  the  table.  His  wife  Mariek,  proud  of  her  husband,  true 
but  undemonstrative,  succeeds  by  a  ruse — which  only  a  very 
strong-minded  woman  would  undertake — in  curing  her  husband 
of  his  fondness  for  liquor.  A  roguishly  humorous  tale  of  North 
German  sea-faring  folk. 

Smith  College.  — Carl  F.  A.  Lange 

FEDOR  VON  ZOBELTITZ.  Die  Ruferin.  Ein  Kunstlerroman 
von  lieute.  Berlin.  Ullstein.  1927 

The  central  figures  in  this  new  work  by  the  veteran  novelist 
are  an  elderly  couple,  mated  thru  a  mariage  de  convenance,  the 
husband  an  egotist  and  despot,  the  wife,  for  twenty  years  cowed 
by  him,  at  last  realizing  her  unbearable  lot.  due  to  the  reap¬ 
pearance  of  her  first  lover  w'ho,  driven  out  of  Germany  by  a 
cruel  thrust  of  fate,  had  become  a  rich  man  in  the  new  world 
The  tension  between  the  two  is  aggravated  by  their  disagree¬ 
ment  concerning  their  only  son,  a  lad  of  nineteen  who — a  veri¬ 
table  Wunderkind — designs  sculptural  masterpieces,  and  is  the 
author  of  a  daring  modern  play  accepted  by  the  Biihne  der 
Zukunft. 

The  final  solution  appears  very  satisfactory,  everything  con¬ 
sidered. 

The  story  is  skillfully  composed,  and  the  glimpses  into  the 
Berlin  society  of  today  with  its  Geheimrate,  officers  of  the 
Reichswehr,  Kommerzienrate.  artists,  theatrical  stars,  flappers. 
Charleston-dancers,  member*;  of  the  Bund  der  T.ichtfreunde.  etc., 
are  very  interesting. 

Indiana  University.  —Carl  Osthaus 

LUDWIG  BAETE.  Gang  ins  Gestern.  Eine  Novelle.  Leipzig 
Philipp  Reclam  jun.  80  pfennigs 

Not  a  short  story  in  the  commonly  accepted  sense  but 
rather  the  musings  of  a  lyric  poet  who  portrays  landscape  de¬ 
tails  as  objects  which  are  dynamically  historical.  He  strolls 
into  the  yesterday  of  Germany’s  classic  greatness  with  reverent 
step.  Shadows  of  beloved  writers  move  in  harmony  with  an 


78 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


environment  with  which  they  are  a  unit.  The  work  of  a  poet 
who  has  an  intense  feeling  for  landscape  which  he  uses  to 
idealize  the  literary  past. 

— W.  A.  W 

HUGO  VON  WALDEYER-HARTZ.  Alt  Jena.  Ein  Studenten- 
roman  aus  dentscher  Vergagenheit.  Leipzig.  Koehler  & 
Amelang.  1926.  3.50  and  5.50  marks. 

A  rollicking,  picturesque  tale  of  early  nineteenth  centurj 
university  life,  enlivened  with  duels,  drinking-bouts,  and  hair¬ 
breadth  adventure. 

Wholesome  idealism  triumphs  in  young  Christian  Grumbach. 
who  steers  an  even  course  through  these  distractions  and  finally 
renounces  an  unexpected  title  and  wealth  to  live  a  life  of  service 
with  his  boyhood  sweetheart. 

Drawn  with  a  sure  hand  is  the  picture  of  a  militant,  self- 
important  student  body'  boycotting  the  Alma  Mater  in  a  spectac 
ular  procession  as  a  protest  against  too  much  faculty  domination 
Equally  shrewd  is  the  portraval  of  the  opposing  faculty  factions, 
the  one  believing  in  absolute  discipline,  the  other  maintaining 
“Studiosus  est  animal  rationale,  quod  non  vult  cogi  sed  per- 
siiaderi.”  The  book  should  live  as  a  worth-while  study  in 
■‘Kulturgeschichte.” 

P’ttsfield.  Massachusetts.  — Ethel  Lymns 

JOSEF  KASTEIN.  Melchior,  ein  hanseatischer  Kaufmanns- 
roman.  Bremen.  Friesenverlag. 

The  art  of  the  truly'  epic  style  has  in  our  time  more  or  less 
given  way  to  a  breathless  hah’breed  dramatic  account  which 
whips  up  our  instincts  and  agitates  for  partisanship  with  causes 
or  heroes  and  in  the  end  leaves  us  in  a  state  of  exhaustion 
emotionally  and  intellectually.  What  a  feeling  of  rest  and  joy. 
then,  to  venture  upon  the  ocean  of  human  struggles  when  you 
perceive  at  the  helm  a  man  who  knows  his  course  by  chart 
and  compass  and  makes  his  knots  without  hurry  and  w'ithout 
delay. 

What  a  feeling  of  gratitude  when  you  lay  down  a  book 
w'hich  has  deepened  your  human  understanding,  widened  your 
comprehension  of  contemporary  struggles,  calmed  your  rebel¬ 
lions  and  stimulated  your  better  ego! 

Tt  takes  courage  to  tackle  the  subject  of  an  Hanseatic  novel 
after  the  Buddenbrooks — the  compelling  force  of  tradition  must 
be  the  core  of  the  book!  Yet,  times  have  changed  since  Thomas 
Mann's  melancholy  tale,  a  new  generation  with  a  new'  will  and 
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i  new  outlook  on  life  has  come,  and  Eberhard  Melchior,  the 
hero  of  Kastein’s  story,  although  defeated  in  his  3'outh,  at  tht 
height  of  his  material  success  plants  the  tower  of  Ms  ideals  upon 
the  banks  of  the  VVeser  as  a  symbol  of  his  defeat  and  of  his 
hoi)e  for^the  victory  of  the  future.  “Everyone  must  know  where 
he  begins  to  close  the  circle  around  him.  But  there  are  such 
who  break  through  it  again  and  again  and  are  never  able  to 
round  it  completely,”  says  his  wife.  Yet.  he  must  stay  within 
It  and  confine  himself  to  looking  beyond  from  his  t<nver 

A  strong  and  pure  and  wise  and  human  honk 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  — Ernst  Fei.st 

A  VON  VOSZ.  Einer  Seele  Not.  Berlin.  Hugo  Wille  Verlag 
1927.  Linen.  3  marks;  half-linen.  2..'10  marks. 

This  is  the  story  of  Junker  Helias  von  der  Rhene  and  01 
Judith  of  the  gray-green  eyes;  how  they  find  each  other  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  (the  knight  and  his  lady):  how  he  goes  from  her 
in  bleak  December  (the  monk  from  his  temptress):  and  hov 
he  perishes  at  the  stake,  because  he  is  a  Templar  ft  is  the 
stor^'  of  a  soul  in  angtiish,  the  soul  of  Helias  * 

Helias  is  a  highly  respected  member  of  the  order  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Temple.  He  has  earned  the  respect  of  his  bretn- 
ern  and  his  superiors  by  acquitting  himself  always  as  a  chevalier 
sans  peur  et  sans  reproche  and  by  observing  both  spirit  and 
letter  of  his  monastic  vows.  When  he  realizes  that  he  has  fal¬ 
len  in  love  w'ith  Judith  he  is  torn  by  two  conflicting  emotions 
the  soul  and  the  body  of  the  knight  Helias,  the  man  of  flesh 
and  blood,  cry  out  for  the  woman  that  returns  his  love,  but  the 
conscience  of  the  monk  Helias  reminds  him  of  chastity  and  the 
rules  of  his  order.  This  conflict  constitutes  the  anguish  of  his 
soul,  “die  Not  seiner  Seele.” 

The  general  p.sychological  problem  of  "Einer  Seele  Not”  is 
not  a  new  one.  What  makes  von  Vosz’s  treatment  of  it  a  note¬ 
worthy  one  is  the  skillful  and  convincing  handling  of  the  col¬ 
orful  historical  and  cultural  background  of  the  story:  the  end 
of  the  Crusades;  Germany  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  13th  century; 
Magdeburg,  a  medieval  city;  life  on  the  highw-ay  and  in  the  inns, 
the  estate  of  a  country-gentleman;  a  country  wedding;  the 
pageantry  of  the  church;  torture  chambers;  feuds;  burghers  and 
soldiers  and  monks;  and  that  dreadful  cloud  that  over-shadows 
all  events,  the  proceedings  against  the  ill-fated  Templars  at 
the  Council  of  Vienne  where,  in  1312,  Pope  Clement  V  dis¬ 
solved  the  order  “per  modum  provisionis  seu  ordinationis  apostol- 


80 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  OKLAHOMA 


icae.” — One  of  the  best  kulturhistorische  Romane  we  have  read 
University  of  Chicago.  — John  G.  Kunstmann 

C.  VON  LUCKVVALD.  “R.  I.  P.»  Berlin.  Hugo  Wille  Verlag 
Linen,  3  marks;  half-linen,  2.50  marks. 

“R.  I,  P.”  is  a  combination  Rahmenerzahlung  and 
Chroniknovelle — Fritz  Lahusen  discovers  in  an  old  manor- 
house  in  the  Tyrol  the  diary  of  a  girl,  named  Renate.  It  tells 
the  story  of  her  unhappy  love  for  an  Austrian  army  officer 
In  order  to  save  her  father,  a  Hamburg  Grosz-Kaufmann.  from 
financial  ruin,  she  is  compelled  to  give  up  Carlo,  her  fiance, 
and  to  marry  her  father’s  elderly  associate.  A  child  is  born 
Renate  never  recovers  her  strength,  and.  realizing  her  end  to 
be  at  hand,  she  sends  her  diary  to  Linda,  Carlo’s  sister  and  her 
confidante.  Young  Lahusen  is  secretly  engaged  to  Lisbeth. 
only  daughter  of  a  wealthy  Hamburg  senator.  Lisbeth,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  the  diary,  is  Renate’s  granddaughter.  A  portion  of 
the  diary  l  aving  been  cut  out.  one  is  permitted  to  speculate  con¬ 
cerning  Lisbeth’s  true  grandfather.  In  order  not  to  disturb  the 
minds  of  the  living*and  to  allow  the  dead  to  rest  in  peace  Lahusen 
destroys  the  diary,  thus  fulfilling  a  wish  written  into  the  old 
book  by  Carlo  half  a  century  ago:  R.  I.  P| — Requiescat  In  Pace 
University  of  Chicago.  — John  G.  Kunstmann 

ALFRED  NEUMANN.  Der  Teufel  Stuttgart.  Deutsche  Ver¬ 
lag.  Deutshe  Verlagsanstalt-  Linen,  7.50  marks. 

Some  of  us  know  the  story  of  Louis  XI  of  Valois.  Rex 
( 'hristianissimus,  shrewd,  unscrupulous.  Machiavellian  founder  of 
centralized  government  in  France.  We  have  read  about  l  is  wars 
against  Charles  le  Tcmeraire.  We  know  that  he  died  in  1483. 
But  whether  or  not  we  know  this,  matters  not  when  we  read 
Neumann’s  novel.  True,  he  acquaints  us  with  the  res  gestae  of 
this  renaissance  king,  but  they  are  only  the  wings  and  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  magnificent  spectacle  which  is  enacted  before 
our  eyes:  the  drama,  yea,  the  mystery  of  the  growing  together 
into  one  soul  of  the  two  souls  of  Louis  XI  and  his  infamous  ser¬ 
vant,  the  barber  Oliver  Necker  of  Ghent.  ’Tis  he  for  whom  the 
novel  is  named  “Der  Teufel” — The  Devil.  His  contemporaries 
called  him,  and  he  delighted  in  calling  himself,  “Le  Mauvais,’’ 
the  Evil  One.  Every  cruel  deed,  every  fiendish  execution,  every 
inhuman  extortion  that  was  heard  of  in  the  land  was  attributed 
to  the  hellish  influence  of  the  sinister  power  behind  the  throne. 
Satan  Incarnate  1  His  enemies — he  was  a  most  friendless  man, 
though  there  were  a  few  that  regarded  him  highly — know  not 
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that  l.e  Mauvais,  in  reality,  does  not  exist;  that  Lc  Mauvais 
is  the  king,  the  other  face  of  Louis;  that  the  two  are  one  dual 
personality,  with  one  purpose,  one  life,  one  death — when  Louis 
dies,  Le  Mauvais  swings  from  the  gallows.  A  most  fascinating 
psychological,  not  historical,  novel,  written  in  a  style  befitting 
the  grandeur  of  its  problem,  a  work  of  art.  No  wonder,  Neumann 
was  awarded  part  of  the  Kleist  prize  for  this  Devil-novel  (1926) 
\nd  he  was  born  in  1895! 

Tolle,  lege!  Not  even  to  my  best  friend  shall  I  loan  my 
copy. 

University  of  Chicago  -John  G.  Kunstmann 

FRITZ  MUELLER-PARTENKIRCHEN.  Kaum  genUgend 
Schulgeschichten.  Leipzig.  L.  Staackmann  Verlag.  1927. 

Paper,  3  marks;'  Linen,  4.50  marks. 

“Kaum  genugend” — ‘barely  passing’ — is  a  collection  of  32 
school  stories,  some  good,  some  flat.  A  few  of  them  (the  bet¬ 
ter  ones,  I  hope)  I  have  used  with  satisfactory  results  in  the 
class  room.  The  book  is  illustrated.  Best  of  all  I  like  the  back- 
cover. 

University  of  Chicago.  —John  G.  Kunstmann 

fOHANNES  MIJRON.  Die  Spanische  Insel.  Das  Buch  vom 
Entdecker  Kolumbus.  Erster  Band.  Die  Fremdlinge.  Berlin. 

Biihnenvolksbundverlag.  1926.  4.50,  6  and  9  marks 

This  first  volume  of  a  Columbus  novel  has  not  so  much 
Columbus  for  its  hero  as  the  sensitive,  bewildered,  deeply  tragic 
figure  of  the  young  Indian  chief  Caonabo  The  historical  back¬ 
ground  is  furnished  by  the  happenings  on  the  island  of  Haiti 
in  1493.  the  Spanish  attempts  at  colonization,  first  at  La  Navidad 
and  later  at  Isabella,  and  especially  by  the  struggles  with  the 
natives.  Caonabo  is  pictured  as  an  anxious  searcher  for  the 
truth,  and  the  finest  of  many  noble  pages  is  the  one  where  the 
chieftain  holds  out  to  his  Spanish  prisoner  a  clay  idol  with  a 
fat  blue-and-yellow  paunch,  and  speaks  with  painful  effort: 
"This  Zemi  ...  is  the  holiest  and  mightiest  protector  of  the 
kings,  and  is  the  first  of  the  Zemi  in  all  my  houses.  The  magi¬ 
cians  say  of  him  that  the  hand  which  touches  him  irreverently  will 
shrink  and  shrivel  away — Dash  him  to  the  ground!” 

A  story  filled  with  dignity  and  beauty,  though  a  little  dark¬ 
ened  by  the  excessive  brightness  of  an  over-luxuriant  fancy, 
and  here  and  there  a  little  abrupt  and  obscure.  In  few  novels  or 
none  has  the  prodigality,  the  mystery,  the  oppressive  grandeur 
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ot  a  tropical  background  been  handled  more  adroitly.  Johannes 
Muron  is  a  poet  and  an  artist. 

— R.  r.  H 

PETER  ZOEGE  V^ON  MANTEUFFEL  Tagebuch  einer 
Egoistin.  Stuttgart.  Fleischhauer  und  Spohn.  GEORG 

FROESCHP'L.  Der  Priester  und  die  Frau.  Berlin- 
Friedenau.  VVeltbiicl'er-Verlag. 

Egoists  of  the  20th  century,  I  am  sure,  are  no  longer  a.*- 
naive  and  unsophisticated  as  von  Manteutfers  Elsa  (!),  and 
plots  against  the  Catholic  church  in  the  18th  century  could  not 
have  been  quite  so  fantastic  as  those  in  Herr  Froschel's  novel 
which  otherwise  is  not  uninteresting 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  —Ernst  Feise 

W  E.  SUESKIND.  Tordis,  Erzahlungen.  Stuttgart.  Deutsche 
Verlags-Anstalt.  1927. 

Suskind  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  writers  of  the 
generation.  The  skill  and  truth  with  which  he  catches  the 
vaguest,  the  deepest,  the  most  fleeting  of  human  visions  and 
human  impulses  is  rare  and  admirable.  He  clothes  his  hints 
of  uncanny  discovery  in  occasional  phrases  which  illuminate 
intensely  for  ti  e  hundredth  part  of  an  instant,  like  lightning- 
flashes  in  a  cloudy  night,  the  groping  semi-darkness  which  i.s 
his  prevailing  medium.  Of  the  five  fragments  of  perplexity  and 
frustration  in  this  collection,  “Tordis”  betrays  an  awkward  boy’s 
dull  jealousy  at  his  attractive  fatl  erL  appeal  for  a  young  girl 
of  the  boy’s  own  age  whom  the  boy  admires  and  wishes  to 
please.  “Fraulein  Greta”  sees  far  and  sympathetically  into  the 
scul  of  a  young  woman  who  cannot  bear  to  live  as  other  young 
women  are  content  to  live.  “Raymund"  is  one  of  the  best  of  the 
dozens  of  recent  sketches  presenting  the  after-war  demoraliza¬ 
tion  of  Germany,  particularly  the  demoralization  of  a  hungry 
young  soul.  “Das  Morgenlicht,”  and  “Der  Herbst  und  Ingrid.” 
the  best  of  the  series — the  last  one  almost  pure  artistry,  the 
other  spoiled  by  an  ambitious  ending — study  again  young  women 
of  the  Fraulein  Greta  type,  which,  we  are  finding  if  we  are  grow 
ing  to  this  melancholy  clairvoyant’s  way  of  thinking,  is  the  pre¬ 
vailing  fine  type  of  woman — study  such  young  women  through 
the  eyes  of  half-enamored,  half-exasperated,  but  competently 
appreciative  young  men.  When  Suskind  attitudinizes,  he  is 
trivial.  Some  of  his  dreary  vaticination  is  completely  unintelli¬ 
gible.  But  the  larger  part  of  his  work  is  close  to  psychological 
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fact.  One  lays  the  book  down  with  the  feeling  of  having  touched 
reality. 

— R.  T.  H 

LEOPOLD  HICHLER.  Der  Sohn  des  Moses  Mautner.  Roman 
Wien  and  Leipzig.  R.  Lowit  Verlag.  1927.  Paper  3.50  marks, 
cloth  4.50  marks. 

The  modernistic  Jewish  mother  wants  her  son  to  be  a 
student.  But  he  is  a  ne’er-do-well  and  is  forced  to  leave  school. 
Then  he  becomes  a  sausage  maker  and  later  thru  diligence  and 
good  luck  a  sausage  manufacturer.  Dissatisfied  with  his  social 
position,  he  begins  his  study  again  at  the  age  of  28  and  receives 
his  doctorate  in  German  philology.  It  is  a  biographical  account — 
not  a  novel.  For  it  lacks  that  which  might  possibly  elevate 
this  banality  of  our  daily  life  into  a  work  of  art;  namely,  inner 
necessity  of  development,  deep  anchorage  in  time  and  place, 
and  exhaustion  of  the  tragic  possibilities  of  the  situation  of  a 
Jew  who  yearns  to  become  a  Viennese  German. 

Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst,  Ill.  — F.  W.  Kaufmann. 

EGMONT  COLERIIS.  Tiberius  auf  Capri.  Novelle.  Wien  und 
Leipzig.  F.  G.  Speidel’sche  Verlagsbuchhandlung.  1927. 

Paper  2  80  marks,  linen  4  marks. 

The  Roman  Empire  is  in  the  throes  of  its  dissolution.  The 
living  union  of  the  people  is  gone.  Loneliness  afflicts  all.  most 
of  all  the  Emperor,  who  with  hecatombs  of  blood  seeks  to  free 
himself  from  the  madness  of  distrust,  until  he  realizes  that  the 
shedding  of  blood  cannot  free  him.  Are  we  today  at  the  same 
point?  Do  we  still  feel  the  living  kinship  of  man  to  man  or 
are  we  also  mere  “points  in  the  infinite?’’  This  relation  to  the 
present  gives  this  historical  short  story  its  deeper  justification 
With  strong  strokes  the  fate  of  old  Rome  is  made  over  into 
the  problem  of  the  fate  of  our  own  times. 

Elmhurst  College,  Elmhurst,  Ill.  — F.  W.  Kaufmann 

WILHELM  POECK.  Der  Freibeuter  des  Konigs.  Berlin  und 
Leipzig.  Verlag  von  K.  F.  Koehler,  1926. 

The  struggle  between  the  Hanse  towns  and  Denmark  (six¬ 
teenth  century)  form  the  background  of  this  novel.  We  learn 
about  intrigues  at  the  Danish  court,  about  the  superstitions 
prevailing  in  this  period,  the  dawn  of  the  Reformation  and  the 
spirit  of  the  times.  The  novel  has  grave  short-comings  which 
make  us  forget  its  merits.  The  hero  plays  an  important  role 
in  the  third  part  only,  and  besides,  his  share  in  history  does  not 
justify  the  author’s  making  a  hero  out  of  him.  One  might 
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obj€ct  also  that,  because  of  what  we  learn  about  the  hero  in 
the  previous  chapters,  we  would  expect  him  to  die  a  heroic 
death  instead  of  asking  for  mercy.  The  novel  has  no  organic 
center  about  which  the  different  parts  are  built  up;  the  events 
are  loosely  connected  and  though  interesting  in  themselves 
collectively  weary  the  reader 

Marquette  University.  — Francis  Magyar. 

OTTO  FLAKE.  Sommerroman.  Berlin.  S.  Fischer  Verlag.  1927. 

Once  more  a  trial  marriage.  The  author  has  handled  the 
theme  before  (“Villa  U.  S.  A.”).  This  time  the  story  centers 
around  two  people  who  decide  to  divorce  themselves  immediately 
after  marriage.  Their  child  is  thus  protected  and  as  “emanci¬ 
pated”  human  beings  they  are  ready  to  begin  a  long  post-di¬ 
vorce  trial  “marriage.”  Otto  Flake’s  jovial  manner  keeps  the 
reader  from  taking  anything  too  seriously.  He  is  a  master  in 
the  use  of  vivid  imagery  and  irony  but  his  style  is  often  difficult. 

— W.  A.  W. 

MARIA  TROMMERSHAUSEN.  Ein  Erbteil.  Berlin.  Neuland- 
Verlag,  G.  m.  b.  H.  1927. 

rhis  novel  has  been  written  to  advance  the  prohibition 
movement  in  Germany.  It  unfolds  within  the  stiff  boredom  of 
a  provincial  town  in  Prussia.  The  heroine  breaks  her  engagement 
because  her  betrothed  is  a  teetotaller,  and  marries  a  man  who 
is  not.  Thereupon  she  gives  birth  to  a  blind  child  and  becomes 
dreadfully  unhappy  until  the  Lord  strikes  dead  her  drinking 
husband,  whereupon  she — having  been  converted  to  prohibition 
in  the  meantime — marries  her  first  love  It  is  well  written  within 
its  limits. 

The  cover-design,  which,  the  publisher  says,  “will  un¬ 
doubtedly  gain  the  book  many  friends,”  consists  of  a  huge  con¬ 
ventional  wine  glass  standing  upon  the  hydrocephalus  of  a  poor 
little  embryo  which  seems  to  react  to  it  as  I  did  to  the  book. 
University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien 

RUDOLPH  PRESBER.  Liebe.  Berlin  Dr.  Eysler  &  Co.  1927 

$1.75. 

Fourteen  short  stories  dealing,  as  probably  fifty  per  cent 
of  all  short  stories  do,  with  affairs  of  the  heart.  The  genial  old 
editor-humorist  still  writes  as  pleasantly  as  he  has  done  for 
several  decades,  and  still  tries  as  hard  to  achieve  a  '  startling 
climax.  If  he  were  a  little  less  anxious  about  this  “kick.’  his 
stories  might  be  all  the  better  for  it. 

— R.  T.  H 
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HEINRICH  MANN.  Mutter  Marie.  Berlin  Paul  Zsolnay  Ver 

lag.  1927. 

In  “Mutter  Marie”  Heinrich  Mann  shows  that  he  has  master 
ed  completely  the  technique  of  the  novel,  in  its  most  modern  form 
His  dialogue  is  abrupt  and  consists  mostly  of  hints,  his  narrative 
IS  full  of  unexpected  turns.  All  along  a  great  deal  is  left  to  the 
intuition  and  imagination  of  the  reader.  As  a  result  one  is  kept 
stirred  up  and  guessing  all  the  time.  The  setting  of  the  novel 
is  also  modern — contemporary,  post-war  Germany.  The  plot 
however  belongs  rather  to  a  former  age.  A.  woman  having,  by 
doubtful  means,  become  very  wealthy,  reminds  herself  of  her 
baby  she  had  abandoned  twenty-five  years  before.  W’^hen  she 
finds  her  son,  she  is  filled  with  love  for  the  young  man,  love 
which  is  not  purely  motherly.  The  plot  is  handled  wdth  skill 
and  avoids  the  snares  of  triviality. 

However,  one  cannot  help  wondering  why  it  is  that  in  this 
post-war  Germany  with  its  political  turmoil,  economic  compli¬ 
cations,  social  unrest,  etc.,  the  pen  of  a  talented  novelist  is  not 
attracted  by  any  weightier  problems  than  the  feelings  of  an 
adventuress  or  the  love  of  an  aged  banker? 

University  of  Oklahoma.  — Nathan  Altshiller  Court 

PAULA  GROGGER.  Das  Grimmingtor.  Breslau.  Ostdeutsche 
Verlagsanstalt.  1927. 

The  young  author  has  a  wonderful  gift  of  characterizing  the 
calm,  sturdy,  honest  inhabitants  of  the  Styrian  mountains  where 
she  herself  lives.  Romantic  and  realistic  elements  are  well  com¬ 
bined  in  the  story.  The  author  stands  on  a  midway  ground; 
there  is  neither  supernatural  and  weak  sentimentality  nor  cold 
and  stiff  realism.  The  descriptions  of  nature  show  real  mastery 
and  are  extremely  effective.  The  impressions  of  the  leading 
characters  and  incidents  that  the  story  leaves  with  the  reader 
are  most  vivid.  This  is  a  novel  which  in  some  respects  is 
worthy  of  a  place  besides  the  works  of  Gottfried  Keller  and 
Peter  Rosegger. 

University  of  Kansas.  — A.  Warkentin 

GUSTAV  BOEHM.  Querkopfs  Empiindsame  Reise  an  den 

__  Bodensee.  Konstanz,  See-Verlag.  1927. 

A  lubricious  tale,  “Sommerliebe,”  is  sandwiched  between 
sympathetic  travel  impressions  of  Lake  Constance  and  the  coun¬ 
try  bordering  thereon.  The  author  has  a  good  command  of 
language  and  does  not  hesitate  to  make  broad  use  of  it.  Things 
left  unsaid  by  writers  of  good  taste  are  intermingled  with  de- 
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<criptions  of  scenery  and  philosophical  reflections,  of  which  sonic 
ire  trite  and  others  not  so  bad.  The  author  has  given  his  hero 
the  name  Faustinus  Grobianus  Querkopf.  The  significance  of 
the  Grobianus  and  the  Querkopf  are  apparent:  it  is  not  so  eas> 
ro  see  the  kinship  with  Faust. 

The  interlude,  “Somnierliebe,”  contains  a  lesson  if  not  h 
moral  for  husbands  who  send  their  weak-willed  wives  to  popu 
lar  summer  resorts  where  they  are  likely  to  encounter  pre¬ 
nuptial  lovers.  However,  after  abundant  employment  of  “noch 
aicht”  situations  virtue  triumphs,  partly,  it  must  be  admitted,  by 
accident. 

This  book  is  not  to  be  taken  seriously  as  literature. 
University  of  Kansas.  — H.  C.  Thurnau 

RENE  SCHICKELE.  Das  Erbe  am  Rhein.  Der  Erste  Roman. 
Maria  Capponi.  Miinchen.  Kurt  Wolff  Verlag.  1927.  8  marks. 

A  charmingly  written  soul  story  of  a  mediocre  hero,  with 
some  present-day  regional  and  political  background.  Of  tlu 
jltra-modern  style  tendencies  noted,  the  following  are  conspic 
jous:  “le  monologue  intcrieur,”  the  reconstruction  of  a  life 
through  revery,  a  description  of  child  life  and  adolescent  love 
an  impressionistic,  panoramic  view  of  a  cosmopolitan  society 
pursuing  its  sophisticated  love-affairs  in  all  climes,  and  the  reve¬ 
lations  of  a  dissociation  of  personality  which  permits  the  hero 
to  love  two  women  at  the  same  time  to  the  extent  that  he  is 
lot  always  sure  which  one  causes  the  nostalgia  of  the  moment 
At  the  erd  ccmes  a  1  int  of  a  soul  awakening  and  lof  more 
.vorthy  striving. 

Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  —Ethel  H.  Lyons 

VICTOR  MEYER-F.CKTLARDT.  Die  Gemme.  Der  Inquisitor 
Der  Krotenstein.  Der  SternenspiegeL  Der  Tempelschlaf. 
Jena.  Eugen  Diederichs  Verlag.  Paper  4-50  marks.  Bound 
6.50  marks. 

“In  1768  Winckelmann  went  to  Vienna,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  honour  by  Maria  Theresa.  At  Trieste  on  his  way 
back  to  Italy  he  was  murdered  in  a  hotel  by  a  man  named 
Arcangeli  to  whom  he  had  shown  some  coins  presented  by  Maria 
Theresa.”  (Encyclopedia  Britannica). 

Upon  this  historical  data  is  based  the  title-story  of  this  col¬ 
lection,  a  remarkable  novelization  of  the  last  days  rf  the  great 
German  archeologist  and  antiquary.  It  deals  particularly  with 
bis  last  journey  and  develops  what  the  author  feels  to  have  been 
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Winckelniann’s  sensuous,  pagan  reaction  to  pure  beauty,  as 
distinguished  from  his  former  critical  philosophy  of  art  which 
had  furnished  the  material  for  Lessing's  masterpiece,  the 
Laocoon.  At  intervals  the  narrative  (which  lays  no  claim  to 
absolute  historical  fidelity)  attains  a  serene  dignity  of  thought 
and  style  curiously  reminiscent  of  the  “Marius”  and  the  critical 
essays  of  Pater’s  ‘Studies.”  For  the  most  part,  however,  it  is 
now  morbid,  now  oversentimental,  savoring  of  the  Post-Victor 
ians.  The  “gem”  with  its  symbolic  figure  of  Alexander  and 
his  life-long  friend  and  alter-ego,  Hephaestion,  suggests,  as  may 
be  supposed,  the  theme  of  the  fatal  friendship  of  the  aging 
Winckelman  for  the  handsome  youth  Angelo,  but  apart  from  the 
ingenious  blending  of  fact  and  fancy  in  an  apparently  logical 
explanation  of  the  antiquary’s  puzzling  death,  it  is  widely  over¬ 
drawn  and  out  of  touch  with  the  fine  philosophical  restraint  of 
his  life.  It  seems  an  error  of  taste  to  gratuitously  attribute  to  him 
the  instincts  of  a  Sybarite,  in  view  of  the  sterling  scholarly 
contributions  he  made  to  the  critical  literature  of  his  times. 

The  remaining  stories  deal  with  aspects  of  Mediterranean 
civilization  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries:  “Der  Inquis¬ 
itor”  is  a  tale  of  martyrdom,  “Der  Krotenstein”  of  infidelity  and 
revenge.  Two  Sicilian  love-stories  complete  the  collection. 

Mew  York  City.  — Ralph  Goodman 

ALMA  JOHANNA  KOENIG.  Der  Heilige  Palast.  Wien.  Rikola 
Verlag.  1923. 

riie  life  of  the  empress  Theodora  is  the  topic  of  this  pseudo 
historical  novel.  The  authoress  depicts  with  unconcealed  pleas¬ 
ure  the  hideous  life  of  Theodora,  stopping  gladly  at  obscene 
incidents.  We  see  the  most  abominable  character  rise  from  the 
dirt  to  the  highest  dignity.  This  abnormal  creature  corrupts 
everybody  who  happens  to  please  her,  until  as  a  result  of  ex¬ 
terior  circumstances  rather  than  inner  remorse,  she  perishes  in 
a  way  which  is  worthy  of  her  former  actions.  If  the  authoress 
had  not  depicted  all  scenes  in  full  detail  and  had  tried  to  motivate 
Theodora’s  end  as  a  result  of  repentance,  she  could  have  written 
a  psychological  novel  instead  of  one  which  very  often  approaches 
the  realm  of  pornography. 

Marquette  University.  — Francis  Magyar 

HERBERT  EULENBERG.  Urn  den  Rhein.  Berlin.  J.  M.  Spaeth 
Verlag.  1927.  $1.50. 

The  galling  post-war  French  occupation  of  the  Rhine  coun- 
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try,  backgrounding  and  conditioning  the  soul-states  of  a  drag 
gled  Prussian  Childe  Harold,  a  sensitive  and  sympathetic 
kheinliinderin  married  to  a  plump  Don  Juan,  a  misbegotten  eh 
of  a  spiteful  little  girl,  with  various  and  varied  others,  give^ 
Herbert  Eulenberg  matter  for  edifying  study,  very  much  in  tlu 
pleasant,  curious,  unhurried  manner  of  a  hundred  years  ago,  »>f 
human  foibles  and  speculations,  human  types  and  idiosyncracies 
human  perplexities  and  longings,  .^n  eccentric  but  shrewd 
ind  pleasing  book. 

— R.  T.  H 

lULI.ANE  KARWATH.  Das  schlesische  Fraulein.  Roman 
Stuttgart.  Deutsche  Verlags-Anstalt. 

After  a  somewhat  cumbersome  but  necessary  genealogical 
introduction,  the  author  develops  her  theory  of  the  influence 
of  birth  and  familj'.  She  does  so,  perhaps  one-sidedly,  but 
successfully..  The  history  goes  back  to  the  time  of  Frederick 
the  Great  and  carries  us  down  into  the  nineteenth  century.  The 
heroine  remembers  the  adage:  “Gross  sein  and  gross  bleiben,’ 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  terrible  trials  resulting  from  the  wars  and 
her  own  mistakes,  she  ever  comes  back  to  this  until  the  bittei 
end.  We  have  here  a  psychological  novel  of  deep  penetration 
and  of  the  highest  type,  presenting  a  wealth  of  characters  and 
dealing  with  every  walk  of  life. 

Oklahoma  College  for  Women  — Margaretha  Ascher 

fOSEF  PONTEN  Der  Meister.  Stuttgart  Deutsche  Verlags 
.Anstalt.  1927. 

I'his  short  novel  deals  more  with  secret  motives  and  emotion." 
than  with  actions.  A  cathedral  architect,  a  weakling,  though 
1  man  of  good  intentions,  becomes  involved  in  domestic  dif 
liculty  and  finally  c<  imi’it"  murder  tc  »  .mc.il  lit"  hel;  h-s^no.s- 
1‘athos  is  the  dominaiu  iioie  of  the  i  la  ending  dis..pp 

pointing  to  one  looking  for  the  conventional  climax.  No  on* 
1."  rewarded,  no  n»ie  piitii-lied.  no  nie  marries,  nothing  even  hap 
pens  to  the  lathedrai  iU>wever,  :liv  ending  .s  adequate  ti-: 
the  main  theme  of  showing  the  sadness  of  a  man  too  small  for 
is  position  in  life. 

Ijniversity  of  Oklahoma  -Geo.  F.  Millet 

OSKAR  ANWAND.  Das  Deutsche  Morgenrot.  Ein  Arndt-  und 
Stein  Roman.  I’erlin.  Verlag  von  Rich  Bong.  1927. 

The  author  leads  his  readers  to  one  of  tin-  most  important 
ind  interesting  period  of  f^erman  histor>  ,  the  Napoleonic  war- 
lorni  'he  i>ackgrotin<!  :or  ‘he  novo'  \iivand  succeded  ver> 
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>vell  in  depicting  the  “Stimmung”  of  the  time.  After  having 
carefully  studied  the  history  of  this  period,  he  became  enabled 
to  understand  perfectly  the  aspirations  and  conflicts  of  society 
and  the  individual.  One  could  object,  however,  that  Arndt 
plays  only  a  very  unimportant  role  in  the  novel,  being  a  rather 
passive  collaborator  of  Stein.  And  yet,  neither  Arndt  nor  Stein 
loses  the  reader’s  interest.  The  little  we  learn  about  their  in 
ner  struggle  make  them  extremely  sympathetic.  On  the  whole 
the  author  gives  the  impression  that  he  understood  thoroughlj 
rhe  milieu  and  the  characters  of  his  novel,  and  the  reader  will 
,;ra;efiilly  admit  that  thanks  to  Anwand’s  abilities,  he  learned 
i  great  deal.  The  fluent  style  and  lively  descriptions  deserv* 
^pccial  mention. 

\lar(iuette  University.  — Francis  ^^agya^ 

WWLDFMAR  BOXSELS.  Mario  und  die  Tiere.  Stuttgart 
Deutsche  Verlags-Anstalt.  1928. 

Intriguing  for  children  anrl  adults  in  this  epic  of  the  forest 
•his  story  of  a  child  whose  sole  companions  are  the  creatures 
)f  the  wood.  With  hated  breath  the  reader  jumps  with  Marion 
rom  mouml  to  mound  in  the  sinister  swamp  on  his  hunt  fot 
plover’s  eggs,  shares  his  mitigled  pride  and  horror  at  the  shoot 
ng  of  his  first  deer,  crouches  near  him  in  his  daily  attempt  to 
tI»proach  the  deadly  snake,  or  marvels  with  him  at  the  wisdom 
)f  the  maternal  hedgehog.  A  keen  sense  of  beauty,  in  sound 
dor.  or  action,  coupled  with  the  ability  to  describe  sem'uous 
'tactions  enable  the  author  to  give  a  tridy  lyric  quality  to  tin 
dyll.  II is  belief  in  the  innate  benevolence  of  the  human  being 
iincontaminated  liy  civilization  and  his  intimation  of  the  kin 
du'p  of  man  and  nature  savor  <»f  the  romantic  tradition. 

Pittsfield.  Massachusetts.  '  — Ethel  H.  Lyons 

i(iX.\  M.  J  I 'EXEM .'\XX.  Die  Kommilitonin.  Uildesheim.  Franz 
Borgmeyer.  3.50  marks. 

A  delightful  little  novel,  the  greater  i)art  of  which  take^ 
>l:  ce  iti  enchanting  Heidelberg.  A  deep  love  between  a  promi 
nent  university  professor  and  a  yoimg  talented  co-ed  blossom-- 
foith,  th.o  almost  killed  by  frost  due  to  problems  arising  out 
)f  the  changing  civilization.  Igna  Jimemann,  however,  finally 
solves  this  difficulty,  which  we  more  rarely  stumble  upon  in 
America. 

Oklahoma  College  for  Women.  — Margaretha  Aschei 

lOSEF  FEITEN  Die  Moselsage.  Ein  Roman  um  das  Leben 
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und  das  Volk.  M.  Gladbach.  Fuhrer  Verlag.  1927.  5  marks. 
The  hero  of  this  novel,  a  young,  tall,  fair  genius  wearinK 
short  trousers  and  feeding  himself  on  fruits  and  herbs,  reading 
joetry  and  philosophy  when  not  busy  with  organizing  youtl 
>r  building  masterpieces  of  architecture  in  the  revived  Old  Ger 
man  Style,  is  a  walking  Elbert  Hubbard  Scrap  Book  of  inspir 
:ng  quotations.  He  saves  a  chaste  virgin  from  death  in  the 
floods  of  the  torrential  river  Moselle,  and  eventually  marries  her 
While  the  insignificant  action  is  dragging  along  tlirougl 
miles  of  boredom,  the  author  is  using  his  space  for  describing 
landscape  and  people  around  the  river  Moselle.  The  result 
however,  of  so  much  detailed  dissevering  is  rather  disastrous 
to  the  creation  of  a  visibile  piciure.  Also  much  space  is  wasted 
Ui  fictitious  discussion  in  which  the  carriers  of  the  author’s  con 
'Crvative  romantic  opinion  always  triumph. 

Germany’s  w'eariness  of  revolution  and  “M asscnmensch 
iteratnre  expressed  itself  during  the  years  of  instability  by  ai 
increased  demand  for  hooks  with  strong  local  coloring.  Th* 
present  novel  is  a  late  straggler  of  this  tendency. 

University  of  Porto  Rico.  — Walter  Kien 


KDWIS  ERICH  DWIXGER.  Korsakoff,  die  Geschichte  eines 
Heimatlosen.  Liibeck.  Otto  Quitzow. 

Korsakoff  knows  all  suffering.  He  has  no  home,  no  country 
lo  friends.  But  the  beauty  of  nature  in  all  its  i)hases  is  a  sooth 
ng  balm  to  his  wounde<l  soul.  He  ahno^t  finds  love  again,  bui 
'ate  destroys  it.  He  is  bereft  of  everything — everything  but  hi> 
tog.  Dwinger  has  an  almost  morbid  hatred  for  the  town  and 
'he  life  it  offers.  Only  in  free  nature,  in  the  woods,  near  th« 
^look.  can  he  live.  He  loves  the  wonders  of  the  seasons,  tin 
irrival  of  spring  and  the  sudden  change  over-night  in  “the  val 
ey  of  the  thousand  wonders.”  He  finds  here  the  only  cure  foi 
-.battered,  war-sick  nerves.  The  author’s  language  is  simph 
but  powerful,  and  he  is  a  master  at  painting  the  forest  and  its  lift 
University  of  Oklahoma.  — Julie  Weii 


I'HE  DELICATE  “Novellen  um  Claudia”  of  .Arnold  Zweig 
'irst  published  in  1912,  appear  in  an  unsually  attractive  ne\> 
-dition  (Mtinchen.  Kurt  Wolff). 
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WE  NOTICE  that  the  capable  New  York  City  Spanish  dail^ 
La  Prensa”  approves  so  thoroughly  of  our  reviews  of  Spanish 
hooks  that  she  publishes  whole  columns  of  them  in  faithful  Span 
ish  translation.  We  are  pleased  that  our  reviews  are  given  thif' 
tdditional  circulation  through  so  excellent  a  medium,  but  we  ar» 
not  yet  so  free  from  human  vanity  that  we  should  not  be  ever 
nettcr  pleased  if  “La  Prensa"  were  to  indicate  the  source  of  thest 
’■»;  views. 


THE  AUGUST-SEPTEMBER  NCMHER  of  “Nosotros 
s  a  bulky  volume  of  511  pages,  its  25tl’  anniversary  number 
> 'oiitributors  are  Roberto  F.  Giusti.  Julio  Noe,  Guillermo  de  Torre 
.Vy<!ia  Lamarcpie,  Pedro  Henri(|uez  iTena.  The  last-mentioner 
OTitributes  a  stimulating  article  on  contemporary  literature  it 
•he  United  States. 

FRANCE,  and  the  literary  world  in  general,  pau'ed  a 
•iK'nietit  on  February  8th  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  Julc'- 
'^^erne,  probably  the  most  popular  writer  of  the  past  century. 

THE  ILLUSTRIOUS  DIRECTOR  of  the  Spanish  Acad 
"my,  R.  Mencndez  Pidal,  has  just  published  for  the  Bibliotec;. 
le  Ensayos  a  study  of  the  "Romancero." 

JACIN'J'O  BENAVENTE  retyrns  to  the  realms  of  fanc\ 
!i  “La  noche  iluminada.” 

A  FILM  VERSION  of  Valdes’  famous  novel,  “La  Herman 
San  Sulpicio”  was  shown  in  the  cinemas  of  Madrid. 

THE  “GACETA  LITERARIA”  of  Madrid  entered.  Janu 
ity  first,  upon  its  second  year  of  existence.  Ably  edited  by  th< 
listinguished  critic  E.  Gimenez  Caballero,  the  “Gaceta”  is  an  in 
valuable  guide  to  literary  Spain. 

THE  DEATH  OF  BLASCO  IBANEZ,  in  Januar^ 
-emoved  the  most  widely  known  of  the  Spanish  literati  knowi 
IS  the  “Generation  of  98.”  He  was  a  most  prolific  writer,  anc 
it  the  time  of  his  death  enjoyed  a  European  reputation.  Wha 
his  status  will  be  in  the  literary  history  of  Spain  only  the  futur. 
■an  tell.  Ai  posteri  I’ardua  sentenza! 


